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So now that Christmas is over I 
am ready for the snow to be 
gone. Valentine's Day is in the 
middle of February, but this 
isn't a holiday that I typically 
look forward to. I always feel a 
little disappointed on 
Groundhog, Day too, because 
the forecast is always more 
winter, no matter what the 
groundhog sees of his shadow. 
It's also a season in which 
influenza runs rampant and 
head colds are everywhere. 
Our family secret to braving 
such conditions is the 
Influenza Sorbet found on 
page 18.  

It's right around this time of 
year that I really start looking 
for a glimmer of hope in the 
weather, you know, from under 
my big fluffy blanket.  

For the last few years during 
this season, I've started 
making 'thankful' lists to God. 
They are just simple lists of 
anything for which I can give 
God thanks. I go through the 
list and pray about them and 
add a few things to them. They 
keep my heart in a better 
place, because my heart 
chronically tends towards 
complaint. 

These lists also help to curb 
my anxiety, which should come 
as no surprise because the 
idea came straight from 
Philippians 4:4-7. 

As I've made these lists 
through the years, I have 
found more peace through the 
season, I've prayed more and 
I've talked more about the 
things of God than the 
weather. So I finish with this 
thought, "I am thankful for the 
beauty of falling snow."
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Chelsy Reed, Editor

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=philippians+4%3A4-7&version=ESV


Dan Bovenmyer

Dan has been part of Grace Community 
Church since 2010, when Grace and 
Mars Hill (of Iowa City) merged. He's 
been our Pastor of groups ever since, 
although the title has changed a bit as 
we've transitioned from "Faith Families" 
to "House Churches" and finally have 
landed on Community Groups.  

Dan helps folks find a place to belong at 
Grace. He oversees our Community 
Group coaches and leaders, mobilizing 
them to care for each other and their 
community. He also oversees 
"assimilation". As Dan puts it, 
"Assimilation is the process of moving 
people from just attending on Sunday 
mornings to fully engaging at Grace." 
That could mean growing your faith in a 
Thrive class, like Next Steps, or being on 
mission by volunteering and serving the 
church and community. 

Dan has a life outside of work, too. Dan 
is an active member of the Iowa City 
community and a former IT business 
owner. Dan is married to Wendy, and 
they have four kids, Jakob, Evie, 
Annie and Bella. He enjoys doing 
community projects with his family, 
entertaining guests at his house and 
having long discussions about music, 
culture and geekery.  

Pastor of Community Groups
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https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/98247


GO THEREFORE AND 
MAKE DISCIPLES

OF ALL NATIONS

GRACEB3.ORG/GOHAITI

come be part of it

taking appl ications through feb. 18

https://app.managedmissions.com/MissionApplication/Start/8874


BEING PROCEEDS DOING

The book of Ephesians does not start 
with a list of things we need to do. It 
doesn’t start with how to be a better 
husband, wife, father, mother, son, 
daughter, boss or employee. It doesn’t 
start with instructions on how to stop 
being angry, stop lusting, stop being 
bitter or stop lying. It doesn’t start with 
how to be patient, humble, generous, 
loving or chaste. Ephesians does 
address all of those things but it 
doesn’t start with behavior. It starts 
with belief.  

What we do always flows out of who we 
believe ourselves to be. Paul lays the 
groundwork for Christian ethics 
(Ephesians 4-6) by establishing 
Christian identity (Ephesians 1-3). We 
have spent the better part of five 
months now discovering who we are in 
Jesus by grace through faith. To know, 
understand and believe all that God 
says is true about us in Christ in 
chapters 1-3 is to leave us 
thunderstruck. To grasp even a partial 
glimpse of the love that God has for us 
in Jesus is to be filled with the fullness 
of God. It is to be seized by the power 
of a great affection. 
                                                continue... 

IT 'S  T IME TO MOVE

EPHESIANS

February 2018 | Sermon Forecast | 06 

By Pastor Brooks Simpson
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Now that we know who we are in 
Jesus, it is time to act. Being may in 
fact precede doing, but being a new 
creation in Christ means that we will 
act. We will move. We will do. Paul 
turns a corner in Ephesians 4:1...

February 2018 | Sermon Forecast | 07 

"Therefore be imitators of God, as 
beloved children.  And walk in love, as 
Christ loved us and gave himself up for 
us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to 
God." (Eph. 5:1-2) 

"Look carefully then how you walk, not 
as unwise but as wise, making the best 
use of the time, because the days are 
evil." (Eph. 5:15-16) 

"Finally, be strong in the Lord and in 
the strength of his might. Put on the 
whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the schemes of 
the devil." (Eph. 6:10-11) 

"I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge 
you to walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called" 

"Walk" is a way of saying “live out your 
life.” The walk or way we live should 
reflect who we are. The calling refers 
back to who we now are in Jesus. He 
saved us. He made us His. He indwells 
us. He redeemed us. 

Now that we are His, He wants every 
aspect of our lives to bear witness to 
who we now are in Christ. He has a 
journey for us to walk in His power 
and His strength. It is time to do 
something with this faith. 

The rest of this book is the practical 
out workings of the Gospel. Are you 
ready? It is time to move out. It is 
time to do something with that faith.
Jesus has already conquered death 
and sin. We have only to step out in 
faith and live for the one who died. 
There are works prepared in 
advance for us to do.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+4%3A1&version=ESV


HOW BEAUTIFUL 
ARE THE FEET OF 
THOSE WHO
PREACH THE GOOD NEWS

GRACEB3.ORG/GOGUATEMALA

Come to Salama, Guatemala   
June 28 -  July 5

taking appl ications through feb. 15

https://app.managedmissions.com/MissionApplication/Start/10131


JOSH  
&  

LAUREN Josh and Lauren McIntyre are two 
of our Field Staff serving in Western 
Asia.  We are only showing 
drawings and using codenames for 
them because they serve in a part of 
the world where they would  be 
kicked out of the country if they 
were to be found as "missionaries". 
The McIntyres  have four children 
ages 17, 15, 13 and 9.  Lauren was 
part of Grace in the 1990's and Josh 
married into our church family.09 | Grace Insider | February 2018
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They carry out the 
great commission in Asia through 
business. They hire locals from 
their town to create and design 
crafts and artwork and then sell 
them in their storefront. The 
McIntyres serve in a 
predominantly Muslim culture and 
as they hire folks and get to know 
them, they also get to share their 
story, which leads back to the love 
of Christ. 



10 | Grace Insider | February 2018

- Please  lift up 'Eric' at the shop.  As Jesus 
spoke with people, His Father gave Him 
insight into the specific spiritual truths they 
needed to hear.  Please ask that our Father 
would give us and the other believers this 
same insight as we relate with 'Eric'. 
- Josh (and our family) is enjoying a 
mentoring relationship with Jon, a young 
single intern who has been with us for two 
years.  Please ask for wisdom and insight 
into how to best help him develop in his 
relationship with our Father and his ability 
to work here long term. 
- Lauren is enjoying a mentoring 
relationship with one of the high school girls 
at the school where she teaches.  Please ask 
for continued wisdom and insight for 
Lauren in this. 
- Please ask for continued wisdom for us as 
parents as we seek to disciple our 
children, three teens now!   

Prayers 
for 2018 
for the

M I S S I O N S

McIntyres 



LET'S 
DO 

LUNCH
In a big church like Grace, you want to meet 

someone who can tell you more about the church, 
someone who is 'in the know' and can answer your 

questions. At the Getting to Know Grace Lunch 
you'll have an opportunity to meet a friendly Grace 
face, ask questions, get connected and meet church 
staff. So whether you're new in these parts or you 

need to have a go-to Grace contact, you won't want 
to miss the Getting to Know Grace Lunch. 

r e g i s t e r  a t  g r a c e b 3 . o r g / g t k g

MARCH 4 AT12:05 PM

https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/100938
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Psalm 139 
Search me  and  

know me,  
O God.

15
 

Isaiah 58:1-5 
We cry out. We  

will seek  
you daily.

16 17

18 19
Lam. 3:19-26 
The steadfast 

love of the Lord 
never ceases.

20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

Easter 
Preparation 
Calendar

Isaiah 6:1-7 
Holy is the 

Lord. Help us 
to live in light 
of this truth.

 
Revelation 4  
Worthy is the 

 Lord to receive 
 glory.

Isaiah 11:1-10 
Let us also 

 delight in the 
fear of the Lord.  

Psalm 27 
The Lord is my 

light and my 
salvation.

Psalm 30 
Give thanks  
to His holy 

 name.

Isaiah 43:1-13 
Lord we praise  

you for you have
redeemed us.

Psalm 136 
Give thanks to  

the Lord, His love 
endures forever.

Psalm 85 
God's wrath and  
anger was spilled  

on Jesus,  
not on me.

Job 38:1-11 
Lord search me.  
Keep me from 

 arrogance.

Psalm 42 
Lord help me  
preach this to 
my own heart.

Job 38:12-38 
Lord, you are so 

big. There's much  
we don't know.

Psalm 16 
Help us choose 
you in all things 

today.

The terminology surrounding Easter: 
Lent - The 40 day long liturgical season of prayer marked 40 days before Easter, not
including the Sundays. This represents the 40 days that Jesus spent in the
wilderness in Matthew 4.   
Ash Wednesday - The first day of Lent. Some practices receive ashes on their foreheads as a symbol of repentance. 
Holy Week - The week that begins with Palm Sunday (the Sunday before Easter) and concludes on Easter Sunday. 
Maundy Thursday - The Thursday before Easter when Jesus and the disciples celebrated the Last Supper. 
Good Friday - The Friday before Easter; when Jesus was crucified.  

2.4 billion dollars are 
spent on Easter 

chocolate each year

This calendar is meant to be used daily with family or
friends to focus your hearts on Jesus together through
this Lenten season. Read the Scripture provided each

day and pray through it with the prayer prompt.  
Of course you can read and pray whatever you like,

but the calendar is meant to get you started.

How to use the calendar

12 | Easter Prep Special |  February 2018

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A1-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+43%3A1-13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+58%3A1-5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+6%3A1-7&version=ESV
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=job+38%3A12-38&version=ESV
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1 Ki. 19:11-13  
Lord thank you  
for whispering 
 truth to us. 

Psalm 34  
Lord let us taste 
and see that you  
are good today.

1 Chr. 29:11-13  
Let us exalt the 

Lord today 
wherever we are.

Psalm 121  
Lord, we thank  
you for being  

our help.

 
Exodus 15:1-21  

Let's praise God 
today for the  

blessings He gives.

Psalm 103 
Let us open our 
mouths today to 

speak of  
His name.

Psalm 122  
Let us go to  

God's house to 
honor Him.

Isaiah 9:1-7 
God, we thank  
you for sending  
Jesus to earth.

Isaiah 7:10-16 
God, thank you for 
 being Immanuel,  

with us.

Luke 1:26-38 
God, we thank 

 you for fulfilling 
your prophecies!

Luke 1:46-55 
Let us magnify  

the Lord 
together today. 

Luke 2:1-14 
Lord, help us to  
fear not this day,  
for you are near.

Isaiah 61 
Let us look  

forward to the year
 of God's favor.

Luke 14:14-21 
We thank you for  

sending us  
the Spirit.

Psalm 95 
All day long let 

us practice praise  
with our lips.

John 10:11-18 
Lord, we thank  
you for laying  
down your life.

Psalm 23 
Lord, teach us to  

live like  
we believe.

Zechariah 9:9-10 
Lord, we thank  
you for speaking 

peace to us.

John 16:5-14 
Spirit we ask you 
to do your work 

in our hearts 
 today.

Isaiah 53:7-12 
Jesus, we thank 
you for living in 
 our place and  

dying for us.

Matthew 27:32-36 
Jesus, we thank 
 you that you  

took our place  
on the cross.

Mat. 26:17-29 
Lord, let us  

remember you 
 together until 

you come again.

Psalm 22 
Let us remember 

the sacrifice of 
 Jesus together 

 today.

Mat. 27:45-50 
God, thank you 

 for never leaving  
or forsaking us.

John 12:12-19 
Jesus, thank you 
 for coming to  
suffer in our  

place.

Isaiah 53:1-3 
Lord, show us  

how to be  
humble as  
you were.

Isaiah 53:4-6 
Lord, help us to 
highly value the 

sacrifice that  
you made for us. 

Mat. 27:62-66 
Jesus, we're  

thankful that you  
weren't a fake  
like they said  

you were.

Matthew 27:11-26 
Jesus, thank you 
for giving up your 

 rights for us.

Mark 16 
He is risen! Let 

our lips proclaim  
this Good News!

Revelation 21:1-7 
Let us not forget  

how the story  
ends! Jesus is the 

victor!

Mat. 27:57-66 
Lord, we thank  
you that hope  
lived on past 

the grave.

In the March issue of the Insider we'll bring Easter
to the kitchen, living room and dining room with
the second part of the Easter prep series!

Easter in the kitchen

April
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The Times 
of February 3
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9 AM - 12 PM We're holding our

first Membership Class of the

year on the Downtown Campus.

15
Guatemala Short-term 

Mission applications are 

due on the 15th.

18
Haiti Short-term 

Mission applications are 

due on the 18th.

https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/98247
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/99741
https://app.managedmissions.com/MissionApplication/Start/10131
https://app.managedmissions.com/MissionApplication/Start/8874
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/92354


Charlie Damischen is one of the members
of the Financial Review Committee (FRC) 
at Grace Community Church. We thought 
you might like to get to know him since 
he's one of the volunteers who works 
super hard in the January-March season 
each year on Grace's budget and financial 
planning.  

Charlie isn't just a number cruncher 
though, he's a super nice guy, a dad, a 
husband and a patent attorney who also 
dabbles in teaching at the U of I College  
of Law and co-owns a few small 
businesses.  

A guy that does that much clearly has a 
great woman alongside him, and that is 
Erika (pictured). She is the dedicated 
homeschooling mom of three boys (also 
pictured) that pack a punch of 
personality. Cayce, 8, is a lover of legos, 
architecture and sharks (future aquatic 
structure architect)? Archie, 7, delights in 
dancing, drawing and is an avid 
conversationalist. Finally, Callan, 5, is the 
mini jock in the family who also has an 
affinity for machinery from lawn mowers 
to construction cranes.  

Charlie and Erika have been attending 
Grace for ten years and they also enjoy 
leading their community group and 
helping out in the 3-year-old room on the 
North Liberty Campus.

Charlie 
Damschenen

Charlie loves good coffee, reading car magazines, 
spending time with the fam and taking in Tim Keller
podcasts and books. Over the past couple of years 
God's been teaching Charlie that the Gospel is not 
just the foundation for his justification, but also for 
his sanctification. It's not just that Christ took our 
sins to the cross and paid for them, He also lived a 
perfect life in our place as well. That is why we can 
please God when we are in Christ.

15| Talent Highlight | February 2018



According to our reports we had a record setting December 

when it comes to generosity! Now that really is something to 

celebrate! 

Typically in the church finance world, December is always 

your highest giving month. This is true for a variety of 

reasons: annual givers typically give in December, tax 

purposes, the additional influx of church traffic around the 

holidays, etc.  

This past December (2017) was extra special for us because 

we all hit a record monthly giving number, a little over 235K! 

Thank you so much for your generosity over the holidays 

and your continued support in the new year! Your gifts are a 

valuable offering to King  Jesus! Your submission of your 

finances to your Lord is beautiful and inspiring, and we don't 

care how many exclamation points it takes to convince you 

of the pure joy that your example brings to the entire body! 

Thank you!

Confetti, my friends
S O M E T H I N G  T O  C E L E B R A T E

16| Treasure Update | February 2018



WHAT I S THE FRC?

Financial Review Committee

The FRC members should see their core role as both advisors for, and 
eyes of, the congregation. While they are not expected to provide 

vision, priorities or directional input for the church, they are 
asked (and expected) to provide robust feedback, wise 
counsel and essential suggestions to the Elder Board on 

our  present course of action and expenditures. 
 

The Financial Review Committee (FRC) is a group of Grace Community 
Church members who are annually commissioned by the Elder Board  to 

serve one or two year terms under the Executive Pastor to ensure 
integrity within the church’s financial dealings. For effective 

accountability, to be above reproach and for the overall well being of the 
church, the Elder Board will also annually appoint a co-chair to assist in 
leading this committee. The co-chair will be either a lay Elder or possess 

the qualities of an Elder. This co-chair will be selected by the Elder Board. 

People of strength and resolve. 
They do not simply comply, but 
are willing and able to ask well 
informed questions. 

People who are humble, leading
servants. They are not at all 
interested in 
establishing their  own agenda. 

People who are known in the 
church. We will put them in 
front of the church as “the eyes 
of the congregation”. 

People who will effectively be 
able to share our “macro 
budget/spending” with the 
congregation each year. More 
detailed reports will always be 
available upon request.  

Members of Grace Community 
Church. 

Qualifications 

of Members



CO U R TE S Y  O F  CH E L S Y  R E E D  
R E CI P E  B Y   J E N I  B R I TTO N  B AU E R

Influenza Sorbet

Combine the orange and lemon juices,

sugar, honey and ginger in a medium

sauce pan and bring to a boil, stirring to

dissolve the sugar. Remove from the

heat.  

Add the pectin, cayenne and bourbon, if

using. Pour into a bowl, cover and

refrigerate until cold. 

Freeze the sorbet just until it is the

consistency of very soft whipped

cream. (You can eat it now if you want,

otherwise proceed to the hard freeze

step). 

Pack the sorbet into a storage

container, press a sheet of parchment

directly against the surface and seal

with an airtight lid. Freeze in the coldest

part of your freezer until firm, at least 4

hours. 

Pairs well with a box of tissues and a

bed made up on the couch.

• 2 cups of fresh orange juice (5-6

oranges) 

• ⅓ cup fresh lemon juice (2 lemons) 

• ⅔ cup sugar 

• ⅓ cup honey 

• ¼ teaspoon powdered ginger 

• One 3-ounce packet of liquid pectin

(found in the canning section of your

grocery store) 

• ⅛ teaspoon cayenne 

• 2-4 tablespoons of a good bourbon

(optional)
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Meet Caleb Stamp 
The ever elusive Mr. Stamp works 
behind lots of scenes at Grace. Caleb 
is our resident Excel expert and Star 
Wars junkie. 

Name That Field Staffer
Meet our gal serving in Southern Asia 
on Field Staff and learn what she's 
been working on and how you can 
pray for her with her Field Staff 
Advocates, the Andersons!

Meet Ethan Wykert
The Student Ministry isn't just one staff 
guy. There's a team of believers 
committed to discipling the next 
generation of students at Grace. Ethan 
is one of those committed disciplers of 
the youth of Grace. 

Next Month




