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FROM THE EDITOR
Sometimes it's easy to rest on the laurels of our

excited. Growing up, Easter was easily my favorite

faith, but not on Good Friday, not when you

holiday season of the year. Good Friday was the

remember that every sin weighed upon Jesus. He

holiday that I looked forward to the most. Now that

bled for every single one. Not when you see a

might sound a little weird or maybe even morbid

replica of the scourge that ripped flesh off of

right off the cuff, but I was also the kid whose 6th

Jesus' back in person. Not when you hold it in your

grade teacher wrote on a report card, "Chelsy takes

hand and think about being one of the responsible

school too seriously." So if I seem weird you can

parties for His suffering.

take some solace in knowing that you're not the only
one who has thought that over the years. ;)

Did it get too real? It was real. And just as real as
His pain, suffering and death were, so also was His

Good Friday was and still is my favorite holiday

rising. The burial cloths left empty, the stone rolled

season because the church where I grew up always

away, those poor unwitting soldiers that were

had service on Good Friday and it was when people

thunderstruck as they were bystanders of God in

seemed to grasp their faith in a deeper way.

action. That's what this season is all about. That's

Dramas of Jesus' walk to Golgatha colored in the

why we make

spaces that simple reading about left a little bit

baskets, bake food, tell stories and

more black and white.

read Scripture to prepare our hearts.

!HCRAM YPPAH

I am so excited to be preparing for Easter, y'all! So

To taste and see that the Lord is good
in all seasons.

CHELSY REED
EDITOR
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Caleb Stamp
Director of Business Administration
Caleb began attending Grace in 2009. He
stayed because of his deep appreciation for
the emphasis on what the Bible actually
says rather than the ear tickling of what we
often want to hear. Caleb has been on staff
since the fall of 2016 and is still figuring out
all the things that his job might entail. The
biggest portion of the work is financial
management and accounting with a
dabbling of human resources, functionality,
and a smattering of this and that as
talent lends. He also answers a lot of
questions about giving as he functions as
Grace's one-man call center.
Caleb also serves as part of the Financial
Review Committee, working tirelessly to
make sure our budget is on track and then
turning around and lining up the
presentation components for the Annual
Business Meeting, which happens every
last Sunday in March (the 25th this year). In
summary, Caleb is one of those people on
staff who makes a lot of what Grace does
look easy.
Caleb is married to Amanda and they have
three kids – Josh, Eliza and Ben. Caleb is a
big fan of sci-fi with a major in Star Wars
and minors in Doctor Who and comic
booking. He has an extensive collection
of action figures in his office at Grace and
sci-fi themed legos have worked their way
into the mix too. This makes Caleb's office
more like a mini Star Wars museum
and worth the trip in to see especially if you
have giving questions.
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GRACE'S EASTER
SCHEDULE
Friday • March 30 • 6:30 PM
Good Friday Prayer and
Worship Evening on the North
Liberty Campus
Saturday • March 31 • 6:30 PM
Nighttime Easter Service on
the North Liberty Campus
Sunday • April 1 • 8:00 AM
Sunday • April 1 • 9:30 AM
Sunday • April 1 • 11:00 AM
Easter Services on the North
Liberty Campus
Sunday • April 1 • 5:00 PM
Easter Service on the
Downtown Iowa City Campus

grace
easter
2018
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Week of Weeks
Easter Basket
Not your typical Easter Basket
What to do:
Fill an Easter basket with these items wrapped up.
Unwrap one each day with whoever you live with and
read the passage that pairs with the item to prepare your
hearts together for Easter.

Palm Sunday • Palm Leaf • Mark 11:1-11
Monday • Silver Coin • Mark 11:15-19
Tuesday • Figs • Mark 11:20-26
Wednesday • Perfume • Matthew 26:6-13
Thursday • Kisses • Mark 14:43-46
Friday • Dice • Mark 15:24-25
Saturday • Stone • Matthew 27:62-66
Easter Sunday • Spices • Luke 24:1-10
Tips:
• Do this activity at the same time every day.
• It helps to have a little filler in the bottom of your basket
(like green easter basket grass or a decorative cloth or scarf).
• Your palm leaf can be artificial, it's okay.*pg. 7
• Your spices can be whole or in a little baggie. For use with
children something that they can smell is an added bonus.

Easter Prep Notes
By Chelsy Reed
If you get into the idea of making the Week of
Weeks Easter basket, I ordered fake palm branches
for my basket. They came in a pack of 12 and I only
need one so if you want one, be one of the first 11
people to email me (click here) and I will set one
aside for you to pick up at the North Liberty office!
Also, I thought I'd share some egg dying hacks,
because we all love a good life hack.
1. Dye eggs in a muffin tin. All contained and you
can buy a cheap one just for dying if you like.
2. Use a pasta spoon to lift eggs. So much more
steady than a soup spoon.
3. Try something new and apply mod podge to
your eggs and roll them around in colored sand or
glitter. No more dyed hands.
4. Drizzle eggs (this is just fun, not a hack):
Pick a few dye colors then drizzle some rubber
cement on your eggs, dye them. When dry peel off
the cement and re-drizzle the eggs, dye again and
repeat until your eggs are gorgeous (pictured
right).
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HOT CROSSED COOKIES

1

Add all dry ingredients: 2 ¾ cups gluten free
or regular all purpose flour, ¾ tsp. baking
soda, 1 tsp. baking powder, 1 tsp. allspice (or
cinnamon) and ¼ tsp. nutmeg along with
⅓ cup orange juice, 1 tsp. orange zest and
1 ½ cups raisins and beat to combine.

3
To make the royal icing beat an egg white,
1 ⅓ cups powdered sugar and 2 tsp.
lemon juice together until a paste is
formed. Spoon royal icing into piping bag
(or a zip top bag) and pipe crosses over
the cooled cookies.
Enjoy telling the story of the cross over a
plate of fluffy, citrusy cookies!

Cream it.

Preheat oven to 375 F.
Line a baking tray with baking paper.
Beat (cream) 2 sticks and 2 tablespoons of softened butter and 1 cup
fine baker's sugar in mixer until pale and fluffy. Add 1 egg and 1 tsp. of
vanil a and beat until incorporated.

Mix it.

Cross it.

GLUTEN FREE

2
Roll it.

Roll cookie dough into small balls (do not flatten these cookies,
our test kitchen proved that flattening really doesn't work) and
place on a baking tray.
Bake for 12-15 minutes or until golden. Cool completely on a
cooling rack.

4
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Instructions
Recipe by
MARY BERRY

Easter
Shortbread

I. Preheat the oven 400˚F. Line two baking trays with
parchment paper.
II. Put the butter and sugar in a bowl and beat until well
combined and fluffy. Add the egg yolk and lemon
zest. Sift in the flour and mix well. Stir in the raisins
and enough milk to make a fairly soft dough.
III. Knead the dough on a floured work surface and,
using a rolling pin, roll out the dough until ¼" thick.

Ingredients
1 stick unsalted butter, softened
2¾ oz fine baker's sugar, plus extra for dusting
1 free-range egg, separated
1 small unwaxed lemon, finely grated zest
7 oz plain flour, plus extra for dusting
1¾ oz raisins
1–2 tbsp. milk

IV. Cut out cookies with cutter, re rolling the dough to
cut out more cookies. Transfer to the baking trays
and bake for eight minutes.
V. Lightly beat the egg white using a fork.
VI. Remove the biscuits from the oven and brush the
tops with the beaten egg white. Sprinkle over baker's
sugar and return to the oven for five minutes, or until
pale golden-brown and cooked though. Leave to cool
on the trays for a few minutes, then carefully lift onto
a wire rack to cool completely.
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SERMON

FORECAST

MARCH
IN THE
PULPIT
By Brooks Simpson
Photograph by Alexandre Godreau

Right at this moment as I sit in front of my
computer screen typing it is 63˚and sunny outside
as February draws to a close. I have lived in Iowa
long enough to know that a few nice days in
February is no guarantee of an early spring. But is
an reminder that winter doesn’t last forever and
that change is inevitable. The deadness of winter
will give way to the new life of spring. One way or
another March ushers in change. Winter is pushed
out by the life that spring brings.
This month in Ephesians we witness a similar
phenomenon. The winter of the old self and its old
ways dominated by futile thinking and ruled by the
flesh are going to give way to a new life put on in
the image of Christ and made new by the Gospel.
[keep reading]
EXPEDITION
| PAGE 2

IF YOU ARE SICK
OF WINTER,
TAKE HEART...

SPRING IS
COMING
Paul has walked us through the
template on how this change
happens in Ephesians 4:17-24.
We are new in Christ and we
should live like it. We are no
longer dead in sin and this new
life we possess in Christ should,
in fact, be the dominate force in
our life. And yet… winter hangs
on. It seems like since Jesus is in
my life I shouldn't have to deal
with the flesh. Yeah well, it
seems like once March rolls
around we should not have to
deal with snow either, but that’s
not how the spring thaw works
in Iowa, and it's not how
sanctification works for the
believer. That flesh will hang on
like old man winter.

the unity-destroying effects of
unrighteous anger.

BE RENEWED IN
THE SPIRIT OF
YOUR MINDS,
AND TO PUT ON

Greed (Ephesians 4:28) - March
GREED
18 we will examine the subsoil
temperature of our hearts
regarding generosity. Generosity
doesn’t grow out of cold icy
hearts. The cold hearted are
takers, not givers. The Gospel
will help melt our hearts and
turn greedy takers into
generous givers.

TheTONGUE
Tongue (Ephesians 4:29) THE
March 25 we will take a good
THE NEW SELF
look at the deadly impact of a
tongue that is directed by a cold
CREATED AFTER heart. Winter doesn’t give life
and neither does a tongue
coupled to a cold, dead heart.
This month we will see how the THE LIKENESS OF Through the Gospel we will learn
heat of the gospel melts some
how a new heart can produce
pretty icy behavioral strongholds
new speech that gives life.
left over from our old self.
GOD IN TRUE
If you are sick of winter, take
On
Anger (Ephesians 4:26-32) heart, spring is coming. If you
ANGER
March 4 and 11 we will take a
RIGHTEOUSNESS are sick of the flesh and its ill
good, long look at why anger can
effects, take heart, put off the
be righteous and why it hardly
flesh and put on Christ. Let the
ever is. Anger often comes in
AND HOLINESS. Gospel renew you and bring life,
like March in Iowa, like a lion.
joy and the warmth only possible
The Gospel will show us how
through Jesus.
EXPEDITION | PAGE 2
EPHESIANS 4:23-24
through Christ we can put off

Daughters of the King is for
1st-6th grade girls and their moms.

In the Spring session this year we will explore and
experience God through His Word while
incorporating the five senses. We invite all women
and their daughters (grades 1st-6th) to join in the
fun of bonding together and knowing God more.

Time: 6:30 - 8 PM
Dates: Wednesdays March 21 - April 18
Location: On the North Liberty Campus, room 304-05
Registration: At graceb3.org/DOK
Questions: Contact Kathryn George or Cindy Sulwer
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The Times of March
MARCH 9 & 10

For students grades 7-12. This Youth Leadership
Conference is in Des Moines. Register at graceb3.org/ignite

MARCH 10

The women's ministry team is hosting a Seasoned
Sisters event entitled "Planting Seeds," at 10 AM in
the North Liberty Foyer.

MARCH 18
Prayer time for Olivia Merriweather. She is one of
our Field Staff members and her advocates are
hosting a time of prayer for her ministry in the
North Liberty Conference Room at 8 AM.

MARCH 18&25
Our Baptism Class is being hosted in room 304-05 on
our North Liberty Campus at 11 AM.

MARCH 21-APRIL 18
Daughters of the King is a ministry to girls grades 1-6
and their moms. We'll be meeting Wednesday nights
from 6:30-8 PM in 304-05 on the North Liberty Campus
and talking about Our Sens[e]ational God.

MARCH 25
Our Annual Business Meeting is being hosted by
members of our Financial Review Committee after the
first and second services in North Liberty and after the
Downtown service as well.

MISSIONS

O
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Olivia Merriweather is one of our

her and blessed her with the

Field Staff in Asia. She started

maximum length visa to do business

working in Asia about three years

in her focus country. Right now she's

ago. She joined an existing team that

striving to find a good location for a

was in her focus country and has

cooperative workspace startup

been ministering with them ever

business. She has a local business

since. Olivia - which isn't her given

partner who she's working with, but

name, but for security reasons we'll

they've run into several dead ends in

call her Olivia - was actually home

their search for a business location.

for a short stay in 2017. While she

Such hindrances can present the

was home God showed His love to

opportunity to be very discouraged.

MISSIONS
MISSIONS

let our people devote
themselves to good works
[cont'd from pg. 14]
Expectations for how God
might use us can sometimes
get in the way of how He has
planned to use us. Olivia
writes, " I wanted this business
to be a place for kingdom
conversations. Well, that's
happening, however,
differently than I thought and
before we've even opened our
doors."
Much to her surprise, the way
that she has reacted to the
trials and disappointments
that they've been facing has
been speaking volumes to her
non-believing business
partner. He has been asking
her about the differences
between the way she lives and
the way the rest of the world
lives. Why is there such a stark
difference? How wonderful of
God to bless Olivia with

perseverance, strength and
dignity to demonstrate the
beauty and sovereignty of
God. Olivia knows that she's
an imperfect bearer of God's
image, but God uses us when
we follow His lead.
Olivia is asking us, her church
family, to pray for Andy, her
business partner. Pray that
God would soften his heart
towards the Good News.
She also asks that we lift up
their business and the future
location of it. They may have
already viewed the future
space and she's praying that
God will reveal the final call on
time and place.

titus 3:14

Above
marketplace near Olivia's focus country
photo by Harvey Enrile

"I wanted this
business to be a
place for kingdom
conversations. Well,
that's happening,
however,
differently than I
thought and before
we've even opened
our doors."

If you have questions, would
like to receive regular updates
from Olivia via email, please
contact her advocates, the
Anderson's here.
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LAUGHING AT
THE GUYS...
ON STAGE
WEARING TIES...
WHAT A FUN
SURPRISE...
TO LAUGH AT
FUNNY GUYS...
Comedy Night

Apr i l 2 0 , 2 0 1 8 • 6 :3 0 -8 P M • Gr ace Nor th L i b er ty
Bring and invite anyone you like to Comedy Night
in the Grace North Liberty Auditorium.
Please contact Cindy Sulwer with any questions.
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I love Ethan’s
heart to serve
students and the
ministry. His
organizational
abilities are a
great asset to
our team!
-Brian
Hagedorn

Ethan Wykert is one of the

students. He says he's at his best

talented folks who serves in our

when he's helping eliminate

Student Ministry (grades 7-12). He

confusion, usually with a sly analogy

was recommended by Brian, our

or a cheesy joke.

Director of Student Ministry,
because he's just so darn

Ethan is originally from Wapello,

exceptional in his leadership role

Iowa where his parents still live and

with the students of Grace. He's

work. He has an older brother and a

also got a passion for teaching and

younger sister.

learning, and that always helps
when it comes to leading students.

He's also a bit of a runner and loves
5Ks, archery, mowing the lawn and

Ethan does have other things going

being active in general. He also tells

on outside of his dedicated student

us that he's spent "what can only be

ministry time though. He works at

described as a preposterous

Kirkwood Community College as a

amount of time watching movies in

research assistant in the

the past few years." We can deduce

Institutional Effectiveness

from this that he can be eloquent

Department using statistics to help

too! He's also a fan of reading a

faculty and admins best serve their

good mystery.

Above
Ethan pictured
with sister Ellise

GOOD
GIFTS
GOOD
GOODGIFTS
GIFTS
BY PAUL HANSEN, EXECUTIVE PASTOR

"And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, to
equip the saints for the work of ministry, for
building up the body of Christ, until we all
attain to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature
manhood, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be
children, tossed to and fro by the waves and
carried about by every wind of doctrine, by
human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful
schemes" • Ephesians 4:11-14

We have had five kids in the Hansen
household, and I must admit one of my favorite
things as a father is to give good gifts to my
kids. A good gift doesn't always mean
expensive, but they are always significant gifts.
Significant gifts become so when they have
effective goals in mind. When a child connects
the gift with a goal, the result is one of pure joy
and gratitude. God, too gives us good gifts for
equipping the church that we may grow more
in the likeness of Christ. The problem is often
we don’t realize the importance of these gifts,
because sometimes, like my kids, we need help
in connecting the dots.
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God gives the church gifts by giving leaders to
help equip and further the mission of the
church. At Grace Community we like to
summarize that goal in how we collectively
Bring in, Build up and Branch out to the glory of
God. When the church is mature, we stop
wasting our time with the trivial, and instead
pursue the eternal. Leaders are the key in
enabling that to happen. So those gifts should
be prayed for, celebrated and also thanked as
appropriate. Particularly in times of transition,
when new leaders are coming or previous
leaders are leaving, it is a good time to mention
and recognize them. We have such an
opportunity with the following folks on the
following page.

GOOD
GIFTS
GOOD
GIFTS
GOOD GIFTS
This past year Jesse Foresto stepped out of the
Director of Student Ministry position, and we
welcomed Brian Hagedorn into that position.
Our Director of College Ministry, Ryan Simpson,
phased out of his full time ministry position, but
he and his wife Jodi remain an active part of our
Downtown Church. This year Josh Abdo will
continue the ministry in a volunteer capacity to
help further develop this key role Downtown.
Eva Anderson stepped out of Women’s Ministry
and became our Director of Connections.

We are prayerfully seeking to replace previous
staffing roles with areas that require much
needed attention in the women’s ministry,
outreach ministry, and better support for both
our Downtown and North Liberty Campuses.
Tim Stultz stepped out of his position as an
Elder, and continues to be involved with the
Children’s Ministries in North Liberty.
We are in process of prayerfully vetting future
Elders to help in future church plants and
counseling ministry.

What are the action points that we need to note? Firstly thank God for
how each of these leaders or positions have or will be used in the
church. We are so grateful for all who have used their gifts and are
using them. Secondly be sure to thank by name those who have
served well in various capacities. Finally, let’s remain prayerful for the
next steps we take in appointing leaders for the days ahead. Sure love
you Grace Community Church — let’s keep pressing on, together!

Blessings~

Paul Hansen,
Executive Pastor
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HELLO LADIES...

DID YOU KNOW YOU COULD
PLUG IN TO THE WOMEN OF
GRACE FACEBOOK GROUP
and be part of the conversation
about faith, church events and
more with real women that go
to Grace?

DIVE IN!
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The Annual Business Meeting will be held on March 25 after the 8 and 9:30 AM services in North Liberty and the 5 PM
service Downtown. Because we desire to be transparent about church happenings and finances with all in our congregation,
everyone is welcome to attend.
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coming up next...
01

03

02
01

Meet Pastor Jason
Who is Jason Blackley? How did he come

Why the Insider?

to be one of the Downtown Campus

Sometimes it's a bit of a chore to stay 'in

Pastors. How tall is he really?

the know' at Grace and it just shouldn't be
that way at your own church. It's a little

02

Who are those Field Staff?

ridiculous, even if our ever growing size
makes it understandable. This year we are
breaking that trend. We've created a

Meet the Field Staff who serve above the

magazine to give you the latest scoop.

equator in Africa! This dynamic duo melds
fitness with their desire to share the Good
News.

03

Meet Pastor Jeff
Jeff is one of our lay Elders (Elder is
synonymous with pastor) who co-leads
the Haiti Short-term Mission teams and
focuses primarily on the Downtown
Iowa City Campus.
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