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DON'T GO WITH THE FLOW, BE IN THE KNOW
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Sometimes communication is hard when you're sitting right 

across from someone. It seems to be even harder when they are 

literally oceans away. We have five families and one single gal 

that are Field Staff with Grace Community and it seems like each 

one communicates with us differently. 

  

The Ludviceks are on Instagram and have a blog, Olivia 

Merriweather is on secret Facebook groups and does an 

electronic newsletter. The list goes on and on. Each one unique. 

Then, somehow we're supposed to relay updates, prayer 

requests and the like to you, the congregation of Grace. It's 

unfortunately all too much like a game of telephone. But keeping 

missions in front of our faces is important. These folks are 

important to our congregation and their stories should be told. 

Stories of God's power overseas are worth telling, but how do we 

tell them? (I'm open to suggestions here.) If there's one thing I 

need more of in my life it is to be reminded of the awesome 

power of God to work, even in situations that are rough. Those 

are the sorts of stories that I pray for over and over again 

because they get stuck in my memory.  

Also stuck in my memory this month is the image you see to the 

left. This is Irene Sonia and she is a 17-year-old Southern 

Sudanese refugee who hopes to someday become an 

accountant. She's pictured in front of a bedsheet that is one of 

the only things that she has left that reminds her of home. I invite

you to pray for our Field Staff later featured in this issue, as they 

are currently pioneering a ministry platform in South Sudan and 

have an existing platform in Uganda, where Irene is living now. 

Pray also for the lost, harassed and helpless in our world this 

month. Pray that God would call them and they would know that 

even as refugees without a home here, their true dwelling place 

of rest is with God the Father in paradise.

From 
the Editor

Chelsy Reed 
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Cindy Sulwer
Cindy was a part of the Children’s Ministry 
Team for many years as a volunteer and 
came on staff in 2010. Cindy is passionate 
about the next generation and loves to 
help kids in their journey with Jesus. She 
also relishes coming alongside parents and 
encouraging them to enjoy the awesome 
and honoring role that parenting is with 
God as their guide. 

Cindy has also been doing a bit of Thrive 
class teaching lately, is one of the primary 
organizers of Backyard Bible Clubs and 
recently wrote a book that Grace 
published. It's called "Hand in Hand" and 
it's a workbook for parents and kids to go 
through to discover God in the world 
around them. "Hand in Hand" is available 
at the church resource center on the North 
Liberty Campus.  

Beyond being a fabulous director, teacher 
and author Cindy, with her husband, Kevin, 
are raising their own kids too - Kyle, Megan 
and Carly. The Sulwer family has been part 
of Grace since 2004. Cindy says, 

“I loved Grace from the beginning because 
the preaching was right out of the Bible 
and I felt as if I was always being 
challenged to live out my faith day to day.” 

In her spare time, Cindy loves to go on 
outdoor adventures with her family, such 
as hiking, biking and trying new things. She 
is also an avid reader. 

Director of Childrens Ministry
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A SERIES 

WITHIN 

A SERIES

Ephesians 5 is  choc' full of 
husbands and wives stuff. 
But don't be fooled, it's good for 
singles and dating folk to hear. 

How else will you know what type
of questions to ask married 
friends? May 2018 | | 05 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+5&version=ESV
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Ephesians 5:15 asks us to, "Look 
carefully then how you walk, 
not as unwise but as wise,” and 
verse 16 goes on to admonish 
us to, "not be foolish, but 
understand what the will of the 
Lord is.” 

In May, we will take look at 
what that looks like 
particularly in the marriage 
relationship. In Ephesians 5:32 
Paul calls marriage a “mystery.” 
By this, he is not saying that it 
is mysterious, though 
sometimes it seems that way. 
He is saying that a marriage is 
not just about the two people 
in the marriage. The mystery of 
marriage is found in 
discovering that marriage is 
bigger than any one or two 
people. Marriage is about the 
mystery and beauty of the 
gospel. It is the hope for  

marriage. The fuel for marriage. 
It is the mission of marriage. 

Most of the time, we operate as 
if going to church and calling 
ourselves Christians is all we 
need to have a good marriage. 
This is one of the things that 
has led to the divorce rate being 
the same in churches as it is in 
the world. It has also led to far 
too many living in a marriage 
that is dysfunctional and not 
according to God’s plan. 
Dysfunction is not the plan God 
has for marriage and it grieves 
His heart and brings no joy to 
either man, or wife. 

Imagine though, a marriage 
where two people are living out 
a Spirit filled life, with the 
gospel as the foundation of it! 
Picture them walking with 
wisdom, in the light, and with  

"Most of the time, 
we operate as if 

going to church and
calling ourselves 

Christians is all we 
need to have a 

good marriage."
Jason Quotables

Ephesians 
in May
by Pastor Jason Blackley

S E R M O N  F O R E C A S T

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A32&version=ESV


love. In Ephesians 5:2 Paul instructs us to, 
"walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave 
himself up for us." Here we are told that 
Christ’s sacrifice on the cross is our 
motivation for love. His death was 
sacrificial. It was generous. It was not based 
on our performance. Imagine loving and 
being loved in this way. 

Picture a marriage that looks like that daily! 
All other motivations will fall short. Beauty 
fades. Status passes away. Romance comes 
and goes. Lust runs its course. Christ- 
empowered, Christ-exalting love is not only 
a motivation but a foundation and tool to 
help marriages not only survive but thrive. 

May 2018 | Grace Insider | 07 

"Look carefully then how you 
walk, not as unwise but as 

wise, making the best use of 
the time because the days are 

evil. Therefore do not be 
foolish, but understand what 

the will of the Lord is." 

Ephesians 5:15-17 
ESV

Marriage is not just about your happiness or 
your survival. It's about the mission to 
which God has called us. He commanded 
Adam and Eve in Genesis chapter one to “be 
fruitful and multiply” and to “fill the earth 
with the knowledge and glory of God.” This 
is not just about making babies but is about 
living a fruitful and worshipful life on a 
mission. 

When the gospel is our hope, purpose, 
foundation, and fuel for marriage, it 
transforms it from being mysterious and 
becomes something that glorifies God and 
brings great joy to us. 

Whether you are starting a new marriage, 
hoping to renew an existing marriage, 
resurrect a dead marriage, or be married in 
the future, walking in wisdom, love and in 
the light now is the key to seeing the gospel 
be good news for your marriage! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A2&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+5%3A15-17&version=ESV
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Looking for Summer 
Preschool Volunteers

Contact Cindy at 
cindys@graceb3.org

mailto:cindys@graceb3.org


JOHN 
& 

LORNA
John and Lorna Abrahamse are some 

of the original Field Staff that Grace 

has ever had.  They both served on 

youth ministry teams that toured 

South Africa during the early 1990s, 

ministering in a different church each 

week. A few years later as a youth 

pastoral couple in a church, they took 

a number of short term missions into 

countries in Southern Africa. 

The picture that emerged from all of 

these experiences was true across  09| Grace Insider | May 2018
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each situation and country – 

young people would come to an 

exciting meeting, but they were 

never integrated into the church. 

God was using all of these 

experiences to birth in their hearts 

the desire to see the church in 

Africa equipped to mobilize 

disciple-making movements that 

would impact the local and global 

community.  



The ministry of J-Life was born from this burning desire. 
J-Life Africa is a non-denominational movement that
exists to train leaders to mobilize disciple-making 
movements across Africa. 

They believe that the most effective way to bring life 
transformation is not through the age-old “seminar” or 
“lecture” model, but rather through “life-on-life” 
mentoring and coaching. The “life-on-life” concept is 
anchored in spending more time with trainees. 

J-Life seeks to mobilize leaders that want a holistic
approach to the wonderful news of Christ, an approach
that will transform communities.

Currently, J-Life has training centers established in 19 
countries, they are pioneering centers in 14 more 
countries, and you better believe the long-term goal is 
to have centers in all 54 countries on the African 
continent.  

You can check out the J-Life website at 

jlife.org.za
We also take a team to a J-Life base of operations once 
per year on a short-term missions trip. This is typically 
over Thanksgiving. If you're interested in going please 
click here to put your name on the Africa call list.

 May 2018 | 10

John, Lorna and their children Jordan and Nathan

http://jlife.org.za
http://jlife.org.za/index.php/countries/


Introducing 
Tony Luneckas 

This month we're introducing Laura Murphy who is 

one of the cornerstone volunteers for Grace's 

Connections ministry. She can often be found 

greeting and helping folks at the info desk in 

North Liberty, helping people get connected to 

community groups and answering general church 

questions. 

Laura is also a chiropractor and practices on a 

full range of ages. She's passionate about 

healthy living and healthcare. Laura also likes to 

stay active in her favorite activities: downhill and 

cross-country skiing, paddleboarding, 

racquetball, weightlifting and snowshoeing. She 

says that her years as a doctor have made her a 

professional question asker, so a conversation 

with Laura is not likely to be superficial. 

T A L E N T

Laura originally came to Grace because it 

was recommended by a friend. She had 

prayed that God would reveal the idols of her 

heart and attending Grace was part of God's 

work in stripping her of idols He'd revealed. 

Laura liked the preaching at Grace, but it was 

really the Thrive classes that had her hooked. 

She took Instruments in the Redeemer's Hands 

and Redemption, both taught by Pastor Dave 

Kirk, and experienced healing for her broken 

heart. She's also deeply enjoyed and 

benefitted from being part of a community 

group and having sisters that encourage, 

speak the truth to and pray for her.  

"I had been praying that God would give me a 

right understanding of His grace and I found 

that at Grace."  

Meet 
Laura Murphy

T A L E N T

May 2018 | 11



"Mom, 
Thanks for sharing your 
DNA. Now we are both 
fabulous!" 

Mom Quoteables
"Dear Mother, may 
your coffee always 
be stronger than 
your toddler!"

"Sometimes I live in 
a madhouse that is 
run by an army that 
I made myself."

"It's like I always 
say: having a weird 
mom builds 
character."

"You're my child, 
I'd walk across 
Legos for you."

"There should 
probably be an 
energy drink named 
the 6 AM toddler."

"I respect parents who have it all together. But parents who stumble in to drop their kids off 
at school looking like they just got attacked by a flock of angry birds... those are my people."

Laugh a little. Happy Mother's Day! May 2018 | 12



Times 

of May

Haiti Trip in Country

The Spring Haiti  team wil l  return to the

states on May 5.  Keep praying for them

while they are gone!

Membership Class

Sunday,  May 6 in room 307 

from 8-10:30AM

Prayer for Field Staff

We'll  gather in the conference room to l ift

up Olivia Merriweather,  our Field Staff  in

Asia at  9:30 AM.

Haiti Team Debrief

At 11 AM in room 304-05 we'l l  host the Haiti  

team debrief  meeting.  Come and hear what 

God has done in Haiti  this  Spring.

Backyard Bible Club  

Host Meeting

At 9:30 AM in 304-05 we're meeting to

learn about this  summer's Backyard Bible

Club theme and to prep for the clubs.  We

will  discuss al l  the details  of  hosting as

well  as provide you with the tools you

need for your team. Even if  you've never

hosted before but are considering hosting,

we encourage you to attend.    

5

6

13

13

20

13 | May 2018

Click each event for more details

https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/120627


CHOW FOR 
GUATEMALA
The Guatemala team departs on June 

28, but before they go they raise funds 

for building projects that they do 

while they are there.  

Because Guatemala is the most 

expensive short-term trip that Grace 

does, the team ends up doing a few 

extra fundraisers to make all the ends 

meet.  

In the month of May, the team will 

get a hand from the folks at Hudson's 

and the Texas Road House. All you 

have to do is dine out!

May 2018 | 14

MAY 15
FROM 5-CLOSE

MAY 20
FROM 5-CLOSE



God is  
Good

TREASURE

March 31st marked the end of Grace’s 2017-2018 fiscal year. 

Through the generosity of our congregation, we saw the highest 

annual general fund giving we’ve ever had… just over $1,775,000! 

To that we say, God is so good! 

While this is worth celebrating, it is important to put the numbers in 

context. Grace’s annual income is provided by only 50% of our 

attending households.  Comparing this to national statistics shows 

that our church is resoundingly average when it comes to 

generosity. Since giving is a core piece of being a disciple, this 

data is concerning. 

In Matthew 6:21, after telling the crowd to lay up treasures in 

Heaven rather than on earth, Jesus says, “For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also.”  We don’t talk about giving just 

because our church needs money to operate, because if we’re 

honest, God doesn’t need our money. He will provide. We talk 

about it because the Bible is clear that as we actively put our faith 

and trust in Christ by giving to Him that which is valuable to us, we 

increase our intimacy with Him. 

We need to do a regular heart check asking, “Am I putting my 

treasure in ‘stuff’ that will eventually break and get thrown away, 

or am I trusting in God’s provision and investing in the 

advancement of the Gospel both locally and globally?” There’s 

more on the line than dollars and cents.  

Written by Caleb Stamp



Meet Natasha Miller 
Who is Natasha Miller? How does she 
manage to wrangle the elementary 
kids? What is her favorite ice cream 
flavor?

Ludvicek Update
The Ludviceks have been in Indonesia 
for six months, see what they're up to 
and how you can pray for them. They 
have a bit of big news to share too!

Meet the Engels
Chris and Shari Engel just became 
official Grace Members and are one of 
the dream teams of Guest Services on 
the North Liberty Campus. Read all 
about this talented twosome in the 
June issue of the Insider!

Next Month
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