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SMART 
PHONE

B y  Y o u r  E d i t o r  
C h e l s y  R e e d

1 2  W A Y S  Y O U R  P H O N E  I S  
C H A N G I N G  Y O U

Change is bad right? 

The title of this book, 

like most titles, is 

designed to grab your 

attention. It's got the 

right amount of 

ambiguity, fear and 

relatability.  

Most of us nowadays 

have smartphones. 

Congrats if you don't 

fit this cookie cutter, 

yet. It was only 11 

years ago that Apple 

launched the very first 

iPhone which was soon 

followed by Android. 

In 2011 the 18-29 year- 

old demographic was 

about 50/50 of smart 

phone and 'dumb 

phone' users. In 2015, 

that same statistic 

climbed to 86%. 
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Never before in history 

have we been faced with 

figuring out how phone 

tech is changing us. We 

could let this question pass 

by and pretend that it 

won't have a bearing on 

our eternal souls, or we 

could ponder.  

Author Tony Reinke 

is determined to delve into 

this topic with both feet. 

Maybe we should too since 

the current stats say that 

we check our phones 

every 4.3 minutes of the 

waking day. What's 

chapter one? "We're 

addicted to distraction." 

FYI this book is available 

on Kindle and Audible, 

you just have to 

unlock your phone...

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_ss_c_1_8?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=12+ways+your+phone+is+changing+you&sprefix=12+ways+%2Caps%2C147&crid=1XYUU35DVOTX2
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If you grew up in the state of 
Iowa like I did you understand 
that wrestling matters here. 
You may not have competed in 
the sport or even cared much 
for it but, if you grew up in 
Iowa, you know someone who 
wrestled or who still 
does. Iowa City is the home of 
the University of Iowa which is 
the most celebrated college 
wrestling program in the 
nation. It is the internationally 
known mecca for the sport. 
Wrestling is perhaps the oldest 
sport in the world. It’s the first 
sport mentioned in the Bible 
(Genesis), as Jacob wrestled 
with the angel and he 
dislocated Jacob’s hip. 

The sport is not complex. At its 
core wrestling is two people 
trying to impose their will 
physically on one another. For 
those who have never wrestled 
you might think it is simply a 
matter of strength. Whoever is 
stronger wins. Not true. I 
recall  

the first time I ever wrestled 
Dan Gable. Dan Gable is the 
1972 Olympic Gold Medalist 
and former coach of the Iowa 
Hawkeyes (1977-2004). I was 
an 18-year-old freshman 
weighing around 215 pounds 
and he was a 40-year-old 
coach who weighed about 160 
pounds. I was bigger and 
perhaps stronger than Gable, 
yet things did not go well for 
me that afternoon. He took me 
down and then he pinned me 
over and over and over again. I 
have never been beaten that 
badly before or since.  His 
experience and positioning 
trumped my size and strength. 
  

You may or may not relate to 
my wrestling story, but if you 
are a follower of Christ your 
situation is far more daunting 
than mine was in the summer 
of 1985. I had to face off with 
flesh and blood.  

Finally, be strong in 
the Lord and in the 

strength of his might. 
Put on the whole 

armor of God, that you 
may be able to stand 

against the schemes of 
the devil. For we do 
not wrestle against 

flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, 

against the 
authorities, against 

the cosmic powers 
over this present 

darkness, against the 
spiritual forces of evil 

in the heavenly places. 

Ephesians 6:10-12 
ESV

Ephesians in July
by Pastor Brooks Simpson

S E R M O N  F O R E C A S T

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+6&version=ESV
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Paul says Christians have to 
face off with supernatural evil. 
In the summer of 1985 I chose 
to wrestle Gable in practice. 
We don’t get a choice in the 
battle Paul writes of in 
Ephesians 6:10-20. 

Paul taught us in Ephesians 
chapters 1-3 that Christ has 
taken us from death to life, 
from the kingdom of darkness 
to the kingdom of light. We 
have a brand new identity in 
Christ and we are no longer 
the slaves to sin we once were. 
We are heirs in Christ. We are 
royalty. We are free in Christ. 
Paul taught us in Ephesians 
chapters 4-6:9 what it looks 
like as dearly loved children of 
God. We can now choose to 
put off old patterns of 
behavior and we can add new 
patterns of behavior. We can 
be filled with the Spirit and we 
can love one another as Christ 
has loved us. 

Therefore take up the 
whole armor of God, 
that you may be able 

to withstand in the evil 
day, and having done 

all, to stand firm. 
  

Know this – if you are in 
Christ and you want to love 
for Him you will be opposed 
by the forces of hell. As sure as 
Jesus loves you Satan hates 
you and all those who would 
bow their knee to the Christ. 
You may not care for the sport 
of wrestling but if you plan to 
follow Jesus you will be 
engaged in close quarter 
combat with spiritual forces of 
evil until you are home with 
Jesus.   

From here on out in our study 
of Ephesians we will seek to 
understand the tactics of our 
enemy and how Jesus and His 
work on the cross empowers 
us to not just survive but 
thrive in battle. There are no 
conscientious objectors in this 
war so join us as we are 
equipped from God’s word to 
stand against the enemies 
schemes. 

Ephesians 6:13 
ESV

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+6&version=ESV
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https://graceb3.org/mops/


Ryan McFadden
Ryan McFadden is the Facilities Director at
Grace Community. He applies his mad
skills by ensuring our facilities remain a tool
for serving the church and our community.  

He is also working tirelessly to find land
options for our North Liberty campus as we
continue to grow into a larger body of
believers. (More on page 11.) He is excited
to work alongside the gospel-centered
people of Grace to improve the
sustainability of our facilities. If you visit
Ryan in his office it will be obvious how
much he cares about stewarding the space
that God has given us at Grace North
Liberty because it always resembles a mini
home improvement store. We've been
thinking about getting this handyman an
orange apron to complete the look. 

Ryan worked in higher education for nine
years focusing on leadership development
and event planning. Ryan is involved in
many facets of discipleship at Grace –
Parking Ministry, Safety & Security, the
Building Committee, weekly community
group and mentorship. He also participates
in monthly Nerf gun shootouts with his
officemates, really digs stylish hats and
shares a fondness for Legos with several of
the folks in his department.   

He and his wife Krystal have two children:
Oliver and Declan. Want to bless Ryan? Take
him to a Hawkeye wrestling meet followed
by a dinner of fried chicken and PBJ’s.  His
motto: “Rock on to the fullest!”

Facilities Director

July 2018 | Staff Bio | 07 

https://graceb3.org/people/ryan-mcfadden/


Alan and Pearl Bourne have been

Field Staff (aka missionaries) with

Grace for a long, long time. They

have served in a couple of different

countries in Southeast Asia and are

currently stationed in one of those

countries for the purposes of

adopting a few children from said

country. They recently suffered a

loss of a hard drive, which created

some communication ripples, but 
08| Grace Insider | July 2018
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other than that they've been

settling back into a new home in

their country, and were blessed by

God to find a new vehicle as well. If

you're interested in learning more

about the specifics of the Bourne

tribe we welcome you to look them

and their state-side Grace

advocates up on the graceb3 app

or on the newly remade website at

graceb3.org/missions.

https://graceb3.org/people/alan-pearl-bourne-2/
https://subsplash.com/gracecommunitychurchia/app
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M I S S I O N S

• Pray for the director of the

orphanage and her staff to be willing

to allow the Bournes to continue to

provide foster care for all the boys

they have currently taken under

their wings while in the process of

adopting them. 

• Pray for insight and wisdom to see

what God is doing inside each of the

boys  as the Bournes figure out how

to love and help them grow up well.  

 

Prayers 
for 2018 
for the 
Bournes



http://runluly.com


treasure
we treasure people 
because God 
treasures people

Want some old 
news? The parking 
lot in North Liberty is 
more like training 
ground for people 
who go to Target on 
Black Friday than a 
welcoming place to 
leave your car while 
you worship inside 
the building on 
campus.  

The auditorium is 
slammed to max 
(we're getting a tiny 
reprieve because 
summer attendance 
always dips) during 
the middle service. 

The foyer is more of a 
place you get coffee 
and get through than 
a place of fellowship, 
chatting and check- 
ins. Yeah maybe us 
folks who've been 
coming for a while 
are brave enough to 
 drop anchor 
between services in 
the foyer, but a new 
comer certainly 
won't. They feel like 
they are in the way.  

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 

Hebrews 13:2

11 |  Grace Insider | July 2018
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WE HAVE SIGNED A 
PURCHASE 

AGREEMENT FOR 
ADDITIONAL LAND

THE NEW NEWS

What this means: 

Like when you buy a house, you put down earnest money and 
then have the house inspected, that's the section of time we're in 

with this land. We are still vetting many options.  

We'll not be moving soon. 

We won't be moving far at all when we do make a change. 

Please breathe normally and know that land, building and all the 
other details are moving along slowly and carefully. We have a 

building committee. We have an architect that we went through a
long process to vet. We've been praying a lot about how we can 

continue to welcome people into Grace and the reality is that 
we're going to need more space to continue to do this. More 

space is needed if we're going to continue to be a gospel 
movement and avoid becoming a monument. 



Introducing 
Tim Rees 

Tim Rees is one of Grace's Community Group 

Coaches, a community group leader himself, 

and is co-teaching (with his wife of 18 years, 

Kim) the Preparing for Marriage class in the fall 

of 2018.  

In the past year, Tim has also been able to be 

part of Keystone Chapel, ministering to the 

community of believers at Keystone in North 

Liberty.  

Outside of what sounds like a full-time job 

with Grace, Tim actually works as a 

paraeducator at Van Allen Elementary and is 

the dad to three kiddos: Aleah, Micah and 

Ellah who span ages four to fourteen. 

T A L E N T

So Tim as a person is committed to truth, 

which implies that he's also committed to 

transparency and honesty. Tim says that when 

he reads it's usually theology or ministry based 

and cites one of his favorite books as Wayne 

Grudem's Systematic Theology, which, by the 

way, is a massive book.  

What makes him tick? Tim says that he really 

loves 'family date nights' which usually 

incorporate pizza, movie togetherness or 

board gaming. He loves sports, supports the 

Hawkeyes and is raising his children up in the 

way they should go in that regard ;).  

Tim also has his M.Div and over the last 22 

years, he has been part of four different 

church plants. 
13 |  Grace Insider | July 2018



JULY TIMES
08
SUNDAY
• Student Ministry Game Night - 6-8 PM 
• Meal After Service Downtown 

CATCH THE WEB CAL FOR MORE DETAIL

15
SUNDAY
• Baptism Class - 11 AM 
• Downtown at the Englert - 5 PM

20 FRIDAY
Adventureland Road Trip - Student Ministry - 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM

JULY
BACKYARD BIBLE CLUBS
Backyard Bible Clubs began in June and
stretch all the way into August. Check
the next page for a full line up.

22
SUNDAY
Downtown at the Englert - 5 PM

14 |  Grace Insider | July 2018

https://graceb3.org/events/2018-07-08/
https://graceb3.org/baptismclass/
https://graceb3.org/downtown-at-the-englert/
https://graceb3.org/bbc/
https://graceb3.org/downtown-at-the-englert/
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/131673


SOLON • ROCHHOLZ

4390 Hwy 382 NE

8-11

B A C K Y A R D  
B I B L E  
C L U B S

CORALVILLE • MILLER

North Ridge Park Shelter

9-12

NORTH LIBERTY  

REES

515 Pinehurst Lane

15-18

NORTH LIBERTY  

BARKER

Deerfield Park

15-18

TIFFIN • MORLAN 

Tiffin City Park

15-19

SWISHER • JONES 

3rd St.

23-26

OXFORD •

SNAKENBERG 
United Methodist Church

29- 
AUG 2

P O O L  P A R T Y
&  B A P T I S M S

AUGUST 5 FROM 6-9 PM
NORTH LIBERTY REC CENTER

https://graceb3.org/bbc/
https://graceb3.org/event/family-pool-party-baptisms/


Grace Student  Ministry

Road Trip

ADVENTURELAND

On July 20 the Student Ministry will be road 
tripping out to Adventureland (Altoona, IA) for 
the day. 

The caravan will leave from Grace North 
Liberty at 8:30 AM and will return by 5:30 PM. 
The cost is $35 plus money for food.  

You can register your kid at 
graceb3.org/roadtrip

Student 
Lock-ins

Girls August 10-11 from 8 PM - 7 AM 
Guys August 17-18 from 8 PM - 7 AM 

Join us for a fun-filled night full of laughter, 
encouragement and not enough sleep! 

 Grace Insider | July 2018 | 16

https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/131673
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/131642
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/131647


ELDER 
RECOGNITION

Grace Community Church is one church in two

locations (North Liberty and Downtown Iowa

City) that is pastored by a team of eleven elders.

Some of these elders are on staff and some are

lay elders.  All of them have been recognized as

having met the qualifications of pastor/elder

found in 1 Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9.  For a

current list of our elders and a description of

how they serve the church please visit our

website. 

  

The elder team would like to present to the

church body three men for prayer and

consideration for recognition as elders. Each of

these men serves currently in one or more areas

of ministry and we believe their addition to the

elder team would add to the effectiveness of the

team. These three men are Rodney Gehman, Jim

Sabin and Toby Thompson.   

• Rodney currently serves as our Worship

Director. He will continue with this role and is

preparing to help plant a church over the next

year. 

• Jim currently serves on the counseling team

and since his recent retirement and completion

of his Master’s degree in Biblical Counseling, he

looks to increase his role in serving the church

through counseling and training others to

counsel. 

• Toby Thompson is completing his certification

as a biblical counselor and serves on the

counseling team. He will continue to serve on

the counseling team and help plant a church

over the next year.  

Please pray for these men. Formal recognition

will take place this fall. If you have any questions

or concerns please contact us at

office@graceb3.org. 



Meet Lizz Hagedorn 
Who is Lizz Hagedorn? How does one 
person manage the nursery and two- 
year-old classrooms at Grace? Is she 
secretly super woman?

McIntyre Update
The McIntyres live and work for the 
gospel in Eastern Asia, very close to 
some places where the Master trod. 

Meet Laura Ankrum
Laura Ankrum is one of the few, the 
proud, the people who attend the 
Downtown Iowa City Campus. She's a 
momma, a church planter at heart and 
has a few tricks up her sleeve that will 
all soon be shared in the August issue 
of the Insider!

Next Month
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