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Lizz Hagedorn
Nursery Coordinator

We have a lot of babies at Grace
and Lizz Hagedorn and her nursery
team are ready to care for them
all. One short chat with Lizz and
you will notice her passion for God,
His Word, His people, His Son Jesus
and the world He came to save.
Lizz grew up around West Branch
with her parents and two younger
sisters. She came into the family
of God when she was 16 years old.
Lizz also assists heavily in our
Student Ministry, probably because
she is very partial to the Director,
Brian Hagedorn, her husband.
She loves laughing, singing, art,
Bible study and Capanna coffee.
She has a hilarious scroll over picture on the new web’s staff page
(seen below). Oh, and she often
snorts when she laughs, so prepare
your best joke when you come to
the nursery.

Grace Insider August 2018

3

WHAT’S

happening

August
5

POOL PARTAY
Sunday 6-9 PM at the North
Liberty Rec Center on
520 W Cherry St.

11

PRAISE
TEAM
AUDITIONS

Saturday 8:3011:30 AM. See page
13 to apply.

10-11
GIRLS LOCK-IN
Fri-Sat 8PM - 7AM
for 7-12 grade girls
reg: graceb3.org/girlslock

16-17
BOYS LOCK-IN
Fri-Sat 8PM - 7AM
for 7-12 grade boys
reg: graceb3.org/boyslock

18

Saturday 8AM - 12PM
for Haiti and World Wide Village
reg: runluly.com

25

PRAISE
TEAM
AUDITIONS

Saturday 7AM12 PM. See page
17 to apply.

26 TEACHER

CHILDRENS MINISTRY

INSERVICE

Training and equipping
time for 2s - 4th grade
teachers on North
Liberty campus

30

Sunday after the
Downtown
service we’ll join
together and
pray.

FAMILY SIT
2
2 TOGETHER
SUNDAY

Sunday morning
only nursery and two
year old classes open

4

PRAYER
TIME
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September

MOMS IN PRAYER
FALL KICK OFF
Thursday 9:45AM - 11AM
on the North Liberty
Campus contact
evaa@graceb3.org

Regular children’s
ministry classes
resume.

9

SERMON FORECAST

ephesians
in august
BY BROOKS SIMPSON

For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against the
rulers, against the authorities,
against the cosmic powers over
this present darkness, against
the spiritual forces of evil in the
heavenly places. Therefore take
up the whole armor of God, that
you may be able to withstand in
the evil day, and having done
all, to stand firm.
Ephesians 6:12-13
What is Paul’s purpose in
equipping us against the devil’s
schemes? No doubt we have an
enemy and this enemy hates
Jesus and those whom He died
for. No doubt he seeks to rob
us of joy. There is also no doubt
that Paul is concerned that we be
able to stand up under the
assault of the enemy. But for
what purpose? Paul does not
admonish us to stand for
the sake of standing. We are
equipped to stand so we can

So far we have learned how Jesus
is our belt of truth, our breastplate of righteousness, shoes that
give us readiness through the
gospel, and the shield of faith.
Through August we will wrap
up the armor and the Ephesians
series with the helmet of salvation, the sword of the Spirit, and
prayer. Look at how Paul closes
his armor metaphor:

“...praying at all times in the
Spirit, with all prayer and
supplication. To that end, keep
alert with all perseverance,
making supplication for all the
saints, and also for me, that
words may be given to me in
opening my mouth boldly to
proclaim the mystery of the
gospel, for which I am an
ambassador in chains, that I
may declare it boldly, as I ought
to speak.”
Ephesians 6:18-20

Paul wants us to pray that the
gospel will advance. These
Ephesian believers are in Christ
because the gospel was
proclaimed to them by Paul and
now he’s asking them to pray
that the gospel continues to
advance.
God does not save us simply for
our benefit but for His glory.
The reason a soldier is armed to
the teeth is so that he may help
the army win the objective. That
objective is that the gospel
Grace Insider August 2018
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would be proclaimed to all people
everywhere. The shoes of readiness
that comes from the gospel of peace
are not given just to hold ground but
to march forward and take ground.
Jesus said to his disciples that he
would build his church and that
the gates of hell would not prevail
against it. The church Jesus is
building isn’t just standing there or
looking for a place to sit down and
watch TV. The church Jesus is
building is armed to the teeth with
the gospel to take that gospel to
those who are still dead in their sins.

“When I seek you
praying never ceases
your words fill all
places and you
remind me I am not
home yet.”

6
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As we finish out this series, pray that the
gospel will save those hearing the
messages. Pray the gospel to go out through
our Field Staff, and through all the people of
God who are part of Grace. Pray that as we
draw this series to a close, we will choose
to take the gospel to our community, our
Corridor and the world.

EPHESIANS
IN

AUGUST

05
19

Ephesians 6:17-20

JESUS IS OUR SALVATION

Ephesians 6:19-20

THE WORD AND PRAYER

12

Ephesians 6:17-20

MYSTERY OF THE GOSPEL

Ephesians 6:21-22

26

HOW ARE WE DOING?
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DINING AL FRESCO DOWNTOWN
AUGUST 19, 2018 • after the service
Written by Chelsy Reed

al fres·co • al freskō/
adverb & adjective
in the open air
"an al fresco luncheon"

Okay, after putting the little dictionary
bit on this page I almost feel compelled
to define the word “luncheon.”
However, I shall not because I trust that

you’ve all partaken in the The Crown/Downton Abbey recently or lived with someone
who made you suffer through it and/or you can guess the meaning. I digress.
Every year on the Downtown Campus we take advantage of the timing of the student
re-migration to host an outdoor dining experience of sorts. This year we’ll be posting
the event on our Downtown Facebook Page, Twitter and Instagram and challenging all
those who come Downtown to not only attend, but share the event on your preferred
social media platform with a friend you’d like to invite to dinner. Challenge made.
Click on the platform names above to go to the posts and invi-share with someone
you’d like to bring to church on August 19!

8
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MI S S I ONS

McIntyres
Josh and Lauren McIntyre are
one of Grace’s Field Staff couples
that is stationed in the Middle
East or Western Asia. They have
five children who serve alongside
them at present. We will all get
to see them via video on Sunday,
August 26 as we read the sign off
in Ephesians and close the series.
In short, they work with Muslims
in the slums of an overpopulated
city. They own and operate their

own small business and
employ local men and women
as craftsmen. A majority of the
folks they employ are disabled
persons. They might be deaf,
blind or physically handicapped,
and they are welcomed in by
the McIntyres. This makes them
particularly close to our hearts,
because we have a similar sort
of soft spot for ministering to
folks with Special Needs.
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Prayers
for the
McIntyres
• Pray for the continued success of
the business because it’s their ticket
to remain in the country.
• Pray for hearts to be softened as the
people who work in the McIntyre’s
shop see and hear the Good News
through the life and actions of Josh
and Lauren.
• Many Muslim people struggle to
enter the kingdom because of the
changes it means for their culture and
living situation. It is not as easy as it is
in the States to convert to
Christianity. Many can be shunned
from all the family and community
they know. In some cases, this sort of
conversion can be physically
punished. Pray that those who God
is calling would have the courage of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,
that they would follow the God they
know to be true and trust in Him with
their lives.
• For perseverance of the entire
McIntyre clan. The daily disturbances
and trials that we all suffer are just a
little bit harder when you’re overseas
and a bit more isolated from people
who can share in those sufferings with
you.
10
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MIS SI ON S

preregistration is open

graceb3.org/thrive
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meet

Laura
Ankrum

written by Chelsy Reed

”

The Ankrum family has a mini Austrialian shepherd,
Charlie, who is Laura’s loyal sidekick in all things on the
home front, and a cat, Juju, who loves to sit on Laura’s
face as soon as the kids are down for their naps.
The Ankrums also host and lead a community group,
Laura leads the Women’s Ministry Social Media Team
and serves on the Women’s Ministry Leadership Team
too.
Also, Laura would really, really like you to know about the
Women of Grace Facebook Group, because that’s where
a lot of connecting and chatting happens on the other six
days of the week.

12
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Go to Women of Grace

MUSIC
JOIN THE PRAISE TEAM
EMAIL RODNEYG@GRACEB3.ORG FOR MORE INFORMATION,
OR VISIT WWW.GRACEB3.ORG/CONNECT/SERVE TO APPLY

VISUALS
AUDIO
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LAND IN
SITE
by Executive Pastor Paul Hansen
on behalf of the leadership team
If we were ancient maritime explorers our call would be, “Land
ho!” At Grace Community in North Liberty we will simply go with
“Praise God who provides!”
Last month in the July Insider we alluded to the fact that God
enabled us to secure a purchase agreement on property for our
North Liberty location. While we have been overjoyed for many
years now to assist and plant churches, begin our Downtown
Iowa City campus, and continue to place our people on the
mission field, we have remained in a quandary as to how to
continue effectively in North Liberty. Our parking lot is full, our
foyer congested, our auditorium and classrooms are packed.
We simply need more space.
To address this issue, last month we placed a purchase
agreement on 60 acres of land literally a stone’s throw to our
west. If you were to turn left out of the parking lot to go into
North Liberty, the first (dirt) road you come to is Naples Ave.
That road for practical purposes could be part of a new entrance
to a new building in a newish location right here in North Liberty!
I say “could be” because part of the purchase agreement
involves a strategic nine month vetting process of the land’s
overall suitability and viability for the church prior to closing the
deal. In short this is a very big step for us as a congregation,
and we believe up to this point the Lord has led. We are
confident that He will continue to lead as we take time to listen,
pray and follow Him together.

14
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MOMENTUM TAKES
ALL OF US
In order to do that most effectively, this
Fall we are planning a strategic time of
prayer, service and giving and intensifying
our effort in being a church that makes
disciples who make disciples exceedingly
well. This effort is called
.
Momentum is a fitting title. No one can
argue that we have grown large, but size
alone (or mass if you will) is never an
indication of health or ability. When mass
meets velocity however, you have something special.

You have momentum. Velocity (speed
moving in a single direction) for us as a
church comes from the gospel of Jesus
Christ. We seek to continue to make the
proclamation of the gospel and our passion to Bring In, Build Up, and Branch
Out our primary focus.
We look forward to sharing in this consecrated time together this Fall.
Let’s go, church!
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Treasure
SUMMER DAYS
The Backyard Bible Clubs (BBC) were
fantastic this summer thanks to many hard
laborers. God is so good to provide space,
time and the people that make these clubs
happen. Praise God for the fruit of this year.
He doesn’t need us to make productions
like this happen. If we did not step up and
serve He would use someone else in those
moments where we shirk away from bringing
about His glory. He doesn’t need our money,
but we need to give it to Him. Every time that
we hold back a little part of ourselves, be it
our time, talent or treasure, we sequester
to a Insider
very well
defined
Grace
August
2018 limit in our hearts,
16God

rather than making Him king of it all. The
blessing is ours if we give as He calls. The
blessing is ours if we go where He directs.
So thank you to all of you who are listening
for His direction, faithful in prayer, giving
and serving and becoming more like Jesus
with every step of faith you take. You are a
credit to our church.
We’ll be celebrating the BBC successes of
the summer and rejoicing in some baptisms
at the Pool Party on August 5 from 6-9 PM
at the North LIberty Rec Center. We hope
you’ll join us in celebrating all that the Lord
has done and everyone is invited!

DAVID PEDERSON
David Pederson has joined our custodian
champions this summer and helps keep
the building running ship shape. He and
his family started coming to Grace about
three years ago when they heard a sermon
preached at the Big Picnic in City Park.
David and his family are super close and
he names his parents, Tony and Donna, his
biggest role models. He also has an older
brother, Tony, and a younger sister, Ashley.
David is a big fan of spending his free time
playing basketball. He is a CPE trainer and
helps youngsters develop their basketball
skills. David is working three different jobs at
the moment and is saving up to return to
collegiate pursuits in the near future.

WELCOME
to the Grace staff
••••••

WADE SUMMERS

We’re welcoming t wo new
part-time staff this summer.
Say hello to Wade and David!

Wade Summers works in Grace’s
Community department to facilitate all
things local outreach at Grace. He’s well
suited for the post because of his passion for
international students, campus ministry and
our Extending Grace ministry. Wade is most
excited to help showcase how folks are
already doing local outreach and calling
others who’ve not yet engaged to join in.
Wade and his wife, Karen have been
coming to Grace since 2015 and they also
are a foster family. Wade is the president of
Friends of International Students, an
organization that pairs up American families
with international students so that students
can have the occasional meal, celebrate
holidays and get to know a family from the
U.S. Wade is big on audiobooks, going on
walks with Karen and their dog and getting
to know international students that land at
the University of Iowa.
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A

Friends of International Students
Friends of International Students is a nonprofit independent organization that pairs
international students with American hosts.
Often international students will complete
their training at the University without ever
having been invited into an American
home. This is particularly unacceptable for
the local church. We’re asking you to pray
and consider if you can commit to once a
month welcoming a student into your home
for dinner or taking them out for ice cream.
You can learn more about host hospitality
expectations and sign up to be an
International Friend at graceb3.org/FIS

18
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“But you will receive
power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and
you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all
Judea and Samaria, and
to the ends of the earth.”
Acts 1:8

AUGUST 18, 2018
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Coming next Month
Featuring Talent:
Matt Eisenhamer
Matt Eisenhamer is one of
our community group
leaders and coaches at
Grace. Read the September
issue to learn what soda
trips his trigger.

Featuring Field
Staff Olivia
Merriweather
Olivia is serving in Southern
Asia and we’ll be sending a
small team to minister to
her and her team this fall.

Featuring Staff:
Paul Hansen
Pastor Paul provides a
decisive drive and winsome
smile as one longest
standing staff members
of Grace.

20
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