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Welcome
Hey y’all! Welcome to December! I hope you’ve been
enjoying something that gets you in the festively cheery
mood that’s typical for this time of year. Personally, the
Christmas music started on November 1, planning out the
family advent calendar followed soon after and before
I knew it, I was planning my attack for the list of gifts I
want to bless others with this season. I am looking
forward to whipping up 3D gingerbread cookies,
watching Christmas movies with friends and spending
what is probably an unhealthy amount of time with
family. Oh I do love holidays.
We’re glad you chose to come in today. If you’re new
here, we have services on our North Liberty Campus at
8, 9:30 & 11 AM and our Downtown Campus at 5 PM.
Stop by our Info Desk in the Foyer or the Connect table
Downtown to ask questions and meet someone new.

Connect on Facebook
We have a BIG Facebook
group for the whole church.
graceb3.org/facebook
Follow Along on Instagram
@graceb3

Subscriptions
Subscribe to get the
Insider express delivered to
your inbox on the first
of every month at
bit.ly/subscribe2insider

Editorial
CHELSY REED
Editor in Chief
JUDY BIEKER
Operations Editor
JEAN KEELEY
Technical Editor

From our Grace family to yours,

Merry Christmas, Folks!

Chelsy Reed

Contributors
Brooks Simpson, Rodney
Gehman, Alan Bourne and
Pearl Bourne.
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Aimee Marino

Family Ministries and Biblical
Counseling Administrative
Assistant
Aimee Marino serves in the Family
Ministries and Biblical Counseling
Ministry as an Administrative
Assistant. Aimee is also one of
Grace’s certified counselors and labors hard to manage conferences,
Eastern Iowa Biblical Counseling Coalition things and the Thrive class
schedule.
Aimee is passionate about
people and their stories and
seeing Christ revolutionize both for
His glory.
Although she traded her hometown
Colorado mountains for Iowa
cornfields, she humors her inner
mountain-woman by hiking. Aimee’s
parents and siblings are still in the
Rocky Mountain range, but she
says her roommates, friends and
Community Group make up her
“Iowa family.” Aimee is a 2012
graduate of the University of Iowa
and worked as a research assistant
in a developmental psycholinguistics
lab before joining staff with Grace
in 2014.
She loves reading, anything that
gets her into a scenic environment,
baking and any good excuse to use
the phrase, “Wingardium Leviosa.”
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•••••••••••••••••••••
Sunday January 20, 2019
@ 12:05 PM

Join us for lunch, hear who
we are, where we’re going and
how you can be a part of this
dynamic movement!

Register at graceb3.org/gtkg
5

December 23, 2018

Rejoicing in the birth of our Savior we are coming
together, all of Grace Community in one location. You’re
invtied to a family friendly service that is open to the
whole community.
The December 23 service is at 10 AM.
There will be no services on December 24.

graceb3.org/christmas
for faq and more
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Sermon Forecast

The PromisethyFulfilled
kingdom come
written by Brooks Simpson, Teaching Pastor
Do you remember waiting for
Christmas each year when you
were a kid? For those of us 50+
years old the Sears or JC Penney
catalog would come in the mail
sometime in the fall. My sister and I
would go straight to the toy section
and look at all the stuff we hoped
we would get Christmas morning.
After Thanksgiving, the anticipation
heightened. Mom and dad start
getting the decorations out. You
begin to wonder, “Are mom and
dad going to give me the one gift
I wanted most? Also, if they are,
have they bought it yet, and where
are they hiding it?” Eventually, the
tree is up and presents start being
placed under the tree. To a kid that’s
almost unfair. Wrap up the gift and
put it under the tree a week or two
in advance and make the kid wait
longer. You know the ritual. You get
on your hands and knees, and you
sort the presents: yours, your sister’s, etc. You gauge the present by
size, shape, weight, density. You are
savvy enough at the age of eight by
holding up a wrapped gift to immediately know the difference between
a sweater and something bigger and
better. The closer Christmas gets,
the higher the level of anticipation.
If you were particularly strong-willed
and your parents caved to your
whining, you could negotiate one
gift opened before the official
opening of the presents under the
tree. Then finally, the day arrives,
and you receive all you waited for.
Then, a week after Christmas reality
sets in. Everything in your kid world

pretty much stayed the same. All the stuff you
waited and hoped for did not change your kid
world. Life went on. School started back up. You
went on with life, you finished school, started
careers, and started families. You probably still
enjoy the ritual of the Christmas gift exchange
but somewhere between the ages of 15 and 50,
you stopped placing your hope in that the next
gift would be the one that would change
everything.
If you have been following along with the
sermon series The Promise Fulfilled: Thy Kingdom
Come, you have been watching how two
people have waited for Christmas: Zechariah,
the husband of Elizabeth and soon to be the
new father of John the Baptist who will be
the forerunner of the Savior; Mary the teenage virgin betrothed to Joseph who will be
the mother of the Christ child. No trees to
decorate yet at this point in history, just more
waiting. Not hundreds and hundreds of years
like their ancestors, but months, nine months
in Mary’s case.
This month in the series we will see two
arrivals. First of John the Baptist and his
father’s Spirit-led prophecy which will clue us
in on the scope and significance of the Messiah
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who John will announce. Then
we will go with Joseph and Mary
from Nazareth to Bethlehem and
witness the day Word became
flesh and began to dwell among
us. The anticipation is over, the
first Christmas arrives.
So what then? Wait for it… Wait
for it… Ready? More waiting…
John is a baby. He has to grow
up before he can announce the
Lamb of God who has come to
take away the sin of the world.
Jesus is a baby too. He has to
grow up. In Luke 1-2 we see the
King come into the world, but His
kingdom reign has not yet been
established. He still has to learn
how to walk and talk before He is
able to heal and pronounce
forgiveness of sin. There is still
the matter of His death, burial,
resurrection, the sending of the
Spirit, and the Great
Commission… More waiting.
However, the waiting is different
now. When we were kids, we
waited for Christmas morning,
and things always returned to
normal. The first Christmas has
come and gone but unlike every
Christmas that has come and
gone since things don’t go back
to normal when the gift of Jesus
is received. There’s still waiting.
You wait as the Spirit changes
you. You wait as you walk and
grow as a Christian, but things
are, in fact, different. Your world
changes because you have been
changed. The Savior brings new
life, not new toys. The Savior
gives you a new identity, not a
new sweater.
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“

And you, child [John], will be
called the prophet of the Most
High; for you will go before the
Lord to prepare his ways, to
give knowledge of salvation to
his people in the forgiveness of
their sins, because of the tender
mercy of our God, whereby the
sunrise shall visit us from on
high to give light to those who
sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet
into the way of peace.

”

Luke 1:76–79 (ESV)
We have received forgiveness,
salvation, and we no longer walk and
wait in darkness. We have light. This
Christmas receive your Savior and
walk and wait as He establishes His
kingdom reign in your life.

sermon notes
december 2
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sermon notes
december 9

december 16
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sermon notes
december 23

december 30
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times of

Lighting Candles | Women of Grace - December 3
This event is by and for the women of Grace at all campuses. It will be a simple evening of Christmas carols, cocoa
and Advent reflection as we enter into the busy season.
We’ll reflect on what it looks like to light candles of hope in
the dark spaces and seasons of our lives.
On the North Liberty Campus from 7-8:30 PM.
Skating Party at Wellman Rink - December 28
The annual post-Christmas Skating Party is free for all
and families are invited to invite anyone else and come
to skate.
316 8th Avenue in Wellman, Iowa from 6-8 PM.

The Urbana Conference - December 27-31
Thousands will gather in St. Louis this December for
Urbana 18. Through multicultural worship, dynamic
Bible exposition, and eye-opening testimonies from the
worldwide Church, students will have the opportunity
to see God’s glorious work and will be invited to join
his global mission using their passions and gifts.
contact wades@graceb3.org for registration & scholarship info
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Christmas at Liberty - December 23
I know what you’re all thinking... finally!!!! We’re taking this show on the road.
It’s the same road, just down Dubuque Street to Liberty High. We will have
one big Christmas service all together. Invite your friends and neighbors. We’re
going to have seating, we’re going to have parking, it’s going to be so exciting.
1400 Dubuque St. NE at 10 AM. graceb3.org/christmas

classes begin January 13

practical change
for the everyday
christian

women doing
heavy lifting
in the word

conflict resolution for
the fighter and the
faint of heart

how to worship
God with your
wallet

exploring the
story of God

start out on a
solid foundation

applying
scripture to
life’s problems

find
your
place
get more than a snippet at

graceb3.org/thrive
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NEWS FROM

RIVERSIDE!

written by Pastor Rodney Gehman

We’ve been talking about the Riverside church plant for several months now and
we are thrilled to let you in on what’s been happening and the details of where
things are at as the team pushes forward toward the launch date, January 13,
2019.
HISTORY
The initial vision for a church in Riverside was birthed almost seven years ago
in the wake of a tragedy in the Kalona area, where a well-loved pastor and his
wife were both killed in a single car accident. As the community reeled, doors
began to open for evangelistic opportunities through community events, new
Bible studies, etc, as people sought God in the midst of pain. Grace Community
Church began to see some of those people making their way to North Liberty
on Sundays, getting involved in community groups and wanting to grow in their
understanding of the gospel. As additional groups began to pop up in Washington County, we realized we have the makings of a church and started researching our options.
In 2015, Rodney & Jodi Gehman and Nate & Janene King began conversations
with Grace pastors about how this would look, and the King’s moved to Kalona
to get ready. In 2017, Toby & Erin Thompson joined the discussion and the leadership team. Together, the team settled on the town of Riverside, and a name:
River City Church.
PRESENTLY
After small monthly “practice” services this summer, November 11 was the first
public “preview” service, held at Highland Elementary School in Riverside. There
are two more preview services (Dec 9 & 30) before the official launch.
MISSION
River City’s goals aren’t any different than that of Grace Community... to help
people follow and worship Jesus! The going will be slow, but the core team of
people committed to the mission continues to increase as we press on toward
the goal of making Christ known in this small corner of Washington and Johnson
Counties!
If you’re interested in learning more about River City Church, where they are
meeting or how to make a donation, visit their website at www.rivercityia.org, or
send an email to rivercityia@gmail.com.

River City Church at its
first public gathering
on November 11, 2018 at
Highland Elementary
School, Riverside, IA
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Talent

Janene King
Janene King has been part of
Grace Community since 2009 and
became a member somewhere in
the 2014 timeframe. She serves
the church body as part of the
women’s leadership team and
helps with women’s social media.
She liked Grace and stayed
because she really appreciated
how clearly the gospel was
proclaimed to the body of
believers. She says that such
clarity helped her move out of a
strong works-based background
to understanding that she cannot
earn God’s love, forgiveness and
acceptance.
She and her husband Nate are
co-owners of King Bros, Inc. which
is a company that transports
oversized or overweight loads.
Janene and Nate are also making the move to the River City
Church. Janene handles all things
administrative for the River City
Church plant. Her organizational
skills and business-savvy
leadership are God’s gift to River
City as well as to the other women’s ministry ventures she is part
of. She and Nate are a force for
the kingdom of God in whatever
they put their hands to and their
love for the gospel is reflected
in their generous hospitality and
desire to see people rooted in the
Word of God.
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Treasure: The First Momentum Report

394
768
pray, give &
serve tags
filled out

141
kids
commitments

52
downtown
campus
commitments

6.28M
progress to
2nd goal
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106
new gift cards
representing
146 new giving
households

commitment cards
representing over
600 households

51
student
commitments

613
people
engaged in
groups

People are looking for hope that there are answers for their
hurts, their difficulties, and the challenges they face. The
Word of God has these answers. As ambassadors of Christ,
we can use the Scriptures to point others to hope, help, and
life change. But how? Join us in Lafayette, Indiana to be
equipped to skillfully, confidently and lovingly minister God’s
Word to those looking for answers...and don’t be surprised if
the Lord works mightily in your life first.

How to register
-----First go to www.faithlafayette.org

here you will register for the conference itself

Second go to www.graceb3.org/bctc

here you will register for transportation and lodging through Grace

Third contact Aimee Marino

at aimeem@graceb3.org to get all the
duckies in a row for conference travel
17

News from Thailand

“

We pray this message finds you doing
well in Him! It is always interesting to
live and minister in parts of the world
where the huge majority of people you
come in contact with have never heard
anything about Jesus and certainly
have not been given an opportunity
to respond to Him or the truths of His
Word. We even find this with the Thai
“believers” we have relationships with.
These very relationships are some of
the prayer points we have for you to
join us in praying for. There is a dear
sister struggling with leaving a lesbian
relationship and following whole-heartedly after God.
There’s a young husband struggling

with alcohol and smoking, but truly
wants to live a consistent, healthy
life that embraces Christ in a way
that communicates a clear
difference in Thai culture.
Pray for the dear brother who has
been saved out of severe health/
spiritual issues and gender confusion but wants to live a clearly
focused life for Jesus. Several have
already come to believe because of
his testimony.
These are samples of the people
and struggles we have the opportunity to speak to weekly. Please join
us in praying for these dear ones.

Alan & Pearl

18

”

“

Pray with us for the boys. As
they continue to settle in and “unpack” the stuff they have never
felt safe enough to deal with, we
need wisdom and HIS grace and
patience to lead them and love
them well.
We ask for your prayers for unexpected financial burdens of
vaccines that had not been done
for years, eye exams and glasses
that had never been done, and
dental care that was neglected.
We also found out that Nate has a
mild neuro-sensory hearing loss in
both ears, likely as a result of his
cerebral palsy. We have specialists
to see and medical bills to pay

and as you can see they are in
areas of care where most insurances do not cover, certainly ours
does not.
We would ask that you pray
with us that God would provide
for these very real and practical
needs. Along those lines, Pearl has
had to have two root canals and
crowns and potentially a third. You
can imagine the cost of these on
top of the boys’ issues.

Egypt. I [Alan] will not be going, but
we ask for prayer for our team that
will be there and for the administrators and teachers who will be in
the training times. For safety and
that the pre-work, time together
and follow-up/homework would
go well and be exactly what they
need.
Finally please pray with us for an
opportunity to increase the amount
of teaching I am doing with a local
ministry here in town. There are
many teaching opportunities I have
had with people from around the
world who are mobilizing and training people for missions from their
countries. There is a wonderful opportunity to do even more of this

with this ministry. Please pray with
us for wisdom to know how much
is possible without distracting from
my time with the family and the
house church.
Thank you so much for your
faithful prayers!
Soli Deo,

We also ask you to join us in praying for the Served training coming
up the end of October in Upper

”

Alan, Pearl and the three boys
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COMING UP NEXT

Coming up in January we have Sir Brian Hagedorn, our Student
(junior high - high school) Ministry Director, the talented Martha
Stoakes, who is currently serving on the building committee, and
our Field Staff in Indonesia, the Ludvicek’s are coming back to the
Insider for a status update with one more Ludvicek to pray for!

Grace Community Church
graceb3.org • graceb3 app
319.626.2040
2707 Dubuque St. NE
North Liberty, IA 52317

