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WELCOME
Welcome to Grace! We’re glad you chose to 
come in today. If you’re new here, we have 

services on our North Liberty Campus at 8, 9:30 & 
11 AM and our Downtown Campus at 5 PM. Stop 

by our Info Desk in the Foyer or the 
Connect table Downtown to ask questions and 

meet someone new.

We’re so glad to have made it to November. We 
have started so many new things this fall in the 
Momentum season, which has been amazing. 
One of the opportunities that presented itself 

through Momentum was to switch out of a 
bulletin concept to put something more 

meaningful and longer lasting in your hands.
Enter the Insider.

Get the Grace App 
Search “Graceb3” in 

your app store or go to 
graceb3.org/app

The app

Connect on Facebook 
We have a BIG Facebook 

group for the whole church. 
graceb3.org/facebook

Follow Along on Instagram
@graceb3

Social Media

Subscribe to get the 
Insider express delivered to 

your inbox on the first 
of every month at 

bit.ly/subscribe2insider

Subscriptions

We hope you 
enjoy this one

CHELSY REED
Editor in Chief

JUDY BIEKER
Operations Editor

JEAN KEELEY
Technical Editor

Editorial

Dave Kirk, Lorna 
Abrahamse, Matt Goodale 
& Steve Scheperle

Contributors

Chelsy Reed 3

Building Up From a Sure Foundation
Watch Matt’s Story Video at graceb3.org/momentum

https://www.instagram.com/graceb3/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/graceb3/
http://eepurl.com/c4X15z
https://graceb3.org/people/chelsy-reed/
https://subsplash.com/gracecommunitychurchia/app


Colab

Olivia Merriweather has leased her 
business space for a colab to empower 
enterpreneurs in her area of the world.

SPECIAL REPORT

The space is leased... at least through the month of November, but 
it’s a bit of a construction zone. The space is great, and God truly 
delivered on the location too. It’s in a super desirable location! 
Imagine getting a space that’s right in the heart of Iowa City, just 
across from the Pentacrest... but somewhere in undisclosed 
Southeast Asia. God has truly laid our boundary lines in pleasant 
places. 

But now what? They (Olivia has a business partner, let’s call 
him Guy) have the space, but they aren’t at the business point 
yet. There’s still plenty of construction dust on the bare concrete 
floors, there are four paint colors on the bare drywall facades, 
because you gotta try it first, and there are light fixtures that were 
transported by our very own Southeast Asia team direct from 
IKEA. But that’s about it. No tables, no chairs, no conference 
room setup, and a kitchen without a towel. 

They need to get this business up and running because Olivia is on 
a business visa. No business, no visa. She has to be able to prove 
that the space they have is a business, and not a storage facility. 
They have real goals to meet like buying tables and chairs, 
furnishing conference rooms and the kitchenette. And all of that 
comes after rent which is $1,000 (American) per month.

If you have questions or would like to talk to someone who was 
on the recent Southeast Asia team in September 2018, just email 
or call the office and we’ll put you in contact with someone who 
knows the needs of the colab in an up close and personal way. And con-
tinue to pray for Olivia and Guy as they have planned, researched 
and prepared for this season for a very long time. Pray for Guy’s 
salvation, as he is a native to the country, and not a believer... yet.

The best way to help fund 
the colab is to use their 
fundraiser page at 
bit.ly/colabspace. You can 
also follow the business on 
Facebook, just email us and 
we’ll tell you how to find it. 
The business name is much 
cuter than ‘colab’ but for 
security, we cannot list it.4

bit.ly/colabspace
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Love John, Lorna, Jordan & Nate

Jeff Magouirk
Church Custodian

Jeff Magouirk plays a huge part in 
the welcoming atmosphere and 
stewardship of the church facilities 
and equipment as our custodian. 
His list of projects and updates is 
seemingly endless and grows as his 
keen eye notices things that need 
his skill and attention. Jeff takes 
pride in his work and it shows. 

He has been part of Grace since 
2012 and on staff since 2015. He 
appreciates that Grace is a 
friendly, caring and laid back 
community in which people can 
explore and grow in faith. 

He was part of Grace’s 2016 South 
Africa short-term mission team 
which was a wonderful step of 
faith for Jeff. He absolutely loved 
spreading the love of Jesus with 
the South Africans they met. This 
trip also included a tea party with 
a small gaggle of little girls, at 
which Jeff was the guest of honor. 

When he is not taking care of 
facility upkeep details, Jeff likes to 
make BBQ and listen to music at 
decibels of great proportions. In 
the fall he can be found rooting for 
his favorite college football team, 
the Texas Longhorns and palling 
around with his little doggie, 
Nugget. Jeff also appreciates 
a good meatloaf served with 
mashed potatoes. So if you ever 
happen to double a batch you can 
make a new best friend.

https://graceb3.org/people/jeff-magouirk/
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https://www.samaritanspurse.org/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/?utm_source=Ggl&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=m_YGOC-B18V_GGLOCCBrand&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIloXM-5zD3gIVCKdpCh0BtgjtEAAYASAAEgJlbPD_BwE
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What is one of your 
greatest treasures?
written by Dave Kirk, Pastor of Family 
Ministries and Biblical Counseling

What is one of your greatest trea-
sures? Give it some thought… I’ll wait. 
What you treasure will be something 
you talk about regularly, it will have a 
place of importance in your life, you 
may build your calendar around it, 
invest in it and even make life 
decisions around it. 

It has been a particularly busy 
ministry season and time in the life of 
our family. As I have walked through 
this time that has been good but 
challenging, I have come over and 
over again to what one of the great-
est treasures is in my life. It’s God’s 
Word, the Bible. I have been 
refreshed with the sufficiency of 
God’s Word to sustain, refresh, 
convict me and give me wisdom and 
ultimately give me joy as I see and 
experience God in His Word. I don’t 
know where I would be without God’s 
Word. 
     
King David talks about God’s Word 
being a treasure to him as well in 
Psalm 19:7-14. This is one of the 
clearest places in all of Scripture 
which speaks to the sufficiency of 
Scripture and the treasure that it is. 
In this passage of Scripture, King 
David gives some descriptions of 
God’s Word and the effect those 
descriptions bring to the lives of 
those whose foundation is the Bible. 
     

King David closes this part 
of the passage by 
saying “More to be desired 
are they than gold, even 
much fine gold, sweeter 
also than honey…..”  God’s 
Word was a treasure to 
King David and in God’s 
Word David found great 
benefit. 
       
I have experienced the 
same thing over and over 
again. I am praying that as 
you read this that you will 
consider how great the 
Word of God is and find 
your delight in it today. 

Blessings,
Dave

The law of the 
Lord is perfect, 
reviving the soul.  

refreshment
 

The testimony of the 
Lord is sure, making 

wise the simple 
brings wisdom 

The precepts of the 
Lord are right, 

rejoicing the heart 
brings joy 

The commandment of 
the Lord is pure. 

Enlighteing the eyes 
brings clarity

The rules of the 
Lord are true 

Righteous altogether  

https://graceb3.org/people/dave-kirk/
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Daylight Saving Time

A magical hour
Extra sleep Sunday morning

Darkness before five

a haiku so you remember what to do...
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Thy Kingdom Come
the promise fulfilled

The Bible is a book of gracious 
promise. On the heels of Adam and 
Eve’s sin, God graciously promised to 
send a descendant of Eve to crush the 
serpent’s head (Genesis 3). Abraham 
was declared righteous by believing 
God’s gracious promise to make him 
into a great nation through whom all 
the peoples of the world would be 
blessed (Genesis 12:1-3 & 15:1-6). 
Through Isaiah, God promised to 
send a Savior who would graciously 
bear the iniquity of lost sheep (Isa-
iah 53:6). All of these promises, and 
many more, built upon one another, 
and heightened the anticipation for 
the long-awaited Savior. God had 
long promised grace for sinners, and 
when Jesus finally came as the fulfill-
ment and fulfiller of these promises 
it’s no surprise that John the Baptist 
powerfully recognized Him as “The 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin 
of the world.” (John 1:29).

Interestingly, Jesus fulfilled these 
great gracious promises through the 
most unexpected means. Jesus was 
not the son of an earthly king. He 
was not part of a powerful economic 
or political family. He wasn’t even 
closely associated with any of the 
powerful Jewish elite. Instead He 
was born in relative obscurity, the 
son of a carpenter, whose nearest 
followers were simple fisherman. He 
spent time among the masses, healed 
the sick (some of whom were ritually 
unclean due to their illnesses), and 
shared meals with those deemed

undesirable. Ultimately, the earthly powers of the day 
did not recognize Him as King of kings and conspired 
to crucify Him. If Jesus is the King, He is a king of 
a social world that is turned upside down…with the 
lowly, humble, and overlooked at the top and the 
powerful, proud, and elite at the bottom.

At times, we might be tempted to assume that Jesus 
merely used this upside down kingdom to graciously 
bring salvation to sinners. But Luke’s gospel powerfully 
demonstrates that this upside down kingdom is more 
than a vehicle for salvation but is itself part of Jesus’ 
saving work! Jesus not only came to forgive and 
redeem sinners through His death, but also came to 
usher in a kingdom that turns all sorts of earthly value 
systems upside down, including how we look at and 
value others. He grants entrance into His kingdom by 
His gracious atonement, but He also calls us to em-
brace the values of His kingdom and to embody that 
kingdom on earth in such a way that it reverses some 
of the painful effects of sin in the world.
 
This Advent, join us for a short sermon series on 
Luke 1-2. We will see Jesus to be the King who ful-
fills God’s old promises, who lovingly and faithfully 
brings God’s grace to sinners, and who also shows us 
the value, importance, and goodness of living in an 
upside down kingdom.

written by Steve Scheperle, Downtown Campus Pastor

sermon notes
Sermon Forecast

https://graceb3.org/people/steve-scheperle/
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sermon notes
Luke 1:5-7

November 4

sermon notes
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sermon notes
Luke 1:8-25
November 11

sermon notes
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Romans 12:1 
& John 12:1-6
November 18

sermon notes

Luke 1:26-38
November 25



Times of November
The Eastern Iowa Biblical Counseling Coalition brings you Redeeming Trauma, 
a conference with guest speaker Jocelyn Wallace. This conference is geared 
toward leaders who wish to be trained to handle trauma. graceb3.org/trauma

Haiti Short-term Team Debrief
Come and hear about what God has been up to in Haiti from 
our most recent team, lead by Pastors Dan Bovenmyer and 
Jeff Thompson. We’ll be in Loft room 203 in North Liberty at 11 AM.

Applying the Creation Mandate with Jocelyn Wallace
This training is open to anyone on the biblical counseling 
training track or interested in biblical counseling training. She will 
be presenting at Heritage Christian School during the 11AM service.

Getting to Know Grace Lunch
Join us for lunch, hear who we are, where we’re going and 
how you can be a part of this dynamic movement. graceb3.org/gtkg

Operation Christmas Child shoebox drop off week is November 12-18.
If you want to help with collection contact Ann Struve at 319.331.2523.

Pick up a shoebox for 
Operation Christmas Child 
between now and 
November 11

Understanding God’s Economy is a biblical finances workshop that we 
condensed down from the full Thrive class Biblical Finances to follow the 

Momentum sermon series. See times and register at graceb3.org/money

International Student Thanksgiving
This year International Neighbors and Grace are partnering up to pair

international students with families to experience a Thanksgiving lite meal 
and then come to Grace North Liberty for the dessert course and a short 

message from Pastor Brooks. The International Student Thanksgiving is a 
great way to be on mission this month. Consider partnering with families in 

your commnity group to make it happen! Get more info (pre-done menu 
plans and all) and sign up at graceb3.org/thanksgiving

Fifty Six Pool Party
Free indoor pool party for the 5th and 6th-grade class at the North Liberty 

Rec Center from 7:45-9: 15 PM. Please invite friends! 

The Daddy Daughter Dance is coming your way from 6-9PM 
on Friday night. All girls (ages 7+) and their dads are 

invited to dance the night away. graceb3.org/ddd  

NOV 2-3

NOV 4

NOV 16-17

NOV 12

NOV 17

NOV 30
13

https://graceb3.org/thanksgiving/
https://graceb3.org/event/fifty-six-%E2%80%A2-5th-6th-at-grace-%E2%80%A2-pool-party/
https://graceb3.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/175326
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yes!

host

This Thanksgiving we’re asking families 
to host (or team up to host) international 

students in their homes for a Thanksgiving 
meal lite (read: not a weeklong process)

what

bake

Can’t host? 
Bake! We 

need folks 
to provide 

desserts for 
the second 
half of the 

evening.

Families host or co-host a lite 
Thanksgiving dinner at home and then 

all the families that are participating 
come together at Grace’s North Liberty 

Campus for the dessert course. 

The dessert course is the dessert 
portion of your Thanksgiving meal. 

It’s also an opportunity to hear Pastor 
Brooks Simpson speak a message of 
hope to all the families and students. 

Check menus and more at
graceb3.org/thanksgiving

https://graceb3.org/thanksgiving/
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The Talent of November
Meet Celia Trealoff. She is one of the ladies that you 

rarely see working but you’re constantly seeing her work.

How does someone work without being 
seen? Sounds like she’s approaching 
godliness like the Spirit, and we’re cer-
tainly glad that she’s filled with the 
Spirit and it pours out in our church 
building! Celia does a lot of clean-
ing of the office space (just in case 
you were under the delusion that the 
staff team are the neat sort of people). 
She also teams up with Linda Miller 
to make sure the chair pockets in 
the auditorium are organized and 
well stocked. In fact, she probably 
placed this very Insider in the chair you 
grabbed it from. She serves so cheerfully 
and faithfully that she’s been a 
testimony to some of our staff 
without even realizing it! Celia says 
that her husband, Richard, is the 
pacesetter in their family for serving, 
so thanks go to you too Richard!

Celia and Richard have a combined 
family total of three children, two of 
which are married, which makes five, 
plus two grand children. All in all, 
that’s seven and they are spread all 
about the country from California to 
Texas. 

Luckily, Celia and Richard like to 
travel. Celia actually takes a vacation 
with her sisters every couple of years 
and Richard was on our most recent 
Guatemala short-term trip. 

Celia is now a retired CNA and loves 
getting to spend time leading a group 
for Bible Study Fellowship (BSF), 
watching movies, gardening in her 
flower beds, crocheting and sewing 
for Operation Christmas Child and 
spending time with the grandkids.
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J-Life Southern Africa Summit
an update written by Lorna Abrahamse

Love John, Lorna, Jordan & Nate

Our J-Life Southern Africa 
country leaders: Joe (Zambia), 
Chico (Mozambique), Jeremy 

(South Africa) and Munya 
(Zambia, not pictured)

Our team mobilized to run 
disciplemaking movements 

across Africa!

Bhuti and Jann with their 
boys, Ndami & Nthando

Jordan was elected as 
prefect and head of house!

On a personal note...
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mailto:tomw@graceb3.org
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Building Up From a Sure Foundation

by Matt Goodale
You may have seen Matt in a Momentum video, or around the North 
Liberty Campus. We’ll be writing a full bio on Matt in 2019, but we thought 
we’d introduce him now since he wrote the devotional that ‘s below. Matt 
and family have been coming to Grace for about five years .  

Watch Matt’s Story Video at graceb3.org/momentum

“Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do 
what I tell you?  Everyone who comes to me 
and hears my words and does them, I will show 
you what he is like:  he is like a man building a 
house, who dug deep and laid the foundation 
on the rock. And when a flood arose, the stream 
broke against that house and could not shake 
it, because it had been well built.  But the one 
who hears and does not do them is like a man 
who built a house on the ground without a 
foundation. When the stream broke against it, 
immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house 
was great.”
Luke 6:46-49 ESV

Ever heard of the Millenium Tower in San 
Francisco? I hadn’t until recently. I read a lot 
of construction, utility, water and wastewater 
related articles. Recently I came across

an article on this building and was kind of 
intrigued so I’ve been reading up on it. This 
building was put up in 2009 for 350 million 
dollars. It is just shy of 650 feet tall 
containing 58 floors of mainly residential 
living space. There’s also a restaurant, private 
wine cellar, a fitness center and other 
amenities that are perks of being a resident. 
On the surface that building is a sight to 
behold. Beautiful and majestic. It’s not the 
tallest building in that city but it’s pretty 
substantial. Being that big, this building was 
put up with some massive pilings under it. 
Something like 60 feet by 90 feet deep. With 
a foundation like that, you’d figure that thing 
isn’t going anywhere... you would think. 
The truth is that this building is sinking.
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God? If the answer is yes, then 
praise the Lord for that! If it’s not 
then we need to step back and 
evaluate what exactly rules our 
motives. 

So often what we do doesn’t 
include His will. What we do is 
solely motivated by what we 
desire in this life. At times we 
have little regard for the eternal 
nature of those actions. At times 
we build things on a foundation 
that appears substantial, it looks 
to our flawed perception that it 
could hold up, but if that founda-
tion rests on shifting sand does 
it really matter how great it is? 
If it is to withstand eternity then 
the only place to build up from is 
Christ. Anything else, no matter 
how substantial it seems, will fail.

Father, I pray for that conviction 
in our lives. That we see where 
we’ve failed to build up from the 
bedrock. That it moves us to tear 
down and build those areas back 
upon the eternal rock. Father, I 
pray for your will to be done. That 
we refuse the enemy, his 
attempts to slowly tear away at 
our lives. Thank you, Father, for 
life and breath. Thank you for our 
Savior, Jesus Christ. In His name. 
Amen!

Brother in Christ, Matt Goodale

Depending on the source you read, you’ll 
hear it’s settled up to 18 inches into the 
ground below it and is starting to lean. 
Sidewalks around it show the issues and they 
have gauges in the basement measuring the 
cracks that are spreading all over. There’s 
a lot of finger pointing, lawsuits and no one 
is willing to say they messed up. For some 
reason, someone said this particular build-
ing was ‘good enough’ even though other 
buildings around it have pilings driven 200 
feet below the surface to bedrock. Someone 
designed it, someone approved it, someone 
built it and people bought it. How long it will 
stand on that foundation, who knows?

As I’ve researched this and thought on my 
prayers and some unfinished devotionals I’ve 
been sitting on, I couldn’t help but connect 
the dots. Each pending devotional touched 
on how we can take something originally 
meant to be used to glorify God, pile up our 
good intentions, then build on that. For a 
while, it may just hold up. It might all look 
amazing. It might. But see if it holds the test 
of time. I’m not talking about our lifetime 
here. I’m talking eternity!

Build your work-life on something other than 
Christ and you may feel at ease with living 
that part of your life separate from Him. You 
could find success in it. In fact you could do 
very well. Maybe.

Build your family on something other than 
Christ and you might be content in what you 
have, who you’re with and how everything 
flows with the people around you. From all 
appearances, it may look perfect. It might go 
seemingly well for you. It might.

Or build up the church. I’m not talking about 
a building or the people, but the idea of the 
perfect church. Veer off of the original intent 
of the gospel, give a little, maybe take a few 
liberties when it comes to certain areas of 
the Bible and boom. It may appear to be an 
institute that glorifies God. It may. 

Does each and everything we do have a 
foundation resting on Christ? Does it glorify 

Everyone then who hears these 
words of mine and does them 

will be like a wise man 

And the rain fell, and the 
floods came, and the winds 

blew and beat on that house, 
but it did not fall, because it 

had been founded on the rock. 
Matthew 7:24-25

who built his 
house on the rock



COMING UP NEXT

Coming up in December we have Miss Aimee Marino, the person 
with the longest job title on staff. Janene King is our talent (both 
of those ladies just got back from a little trip overseas together) 
and our Field Staff in Thailand, the Bournes are coming back to 

the Insider for a status update.




