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Welcome

Getting “back from the holidays” is a crazy time.
Everything that had been hoped for in 2018 starts
coming alive in 2019, and it seems like it does it all at
once too! There’s excitement buzzing in the church
even in the dead of winter.
Through the holiday season we had three Field Staff
sightings, which is a happy thought. The Sheldons,
Abrahamses and Ludviceks all made guest appearances
and it kind of feels like you have celebrities in your
midst when they are here. If you’re not familiar with our
Field Staff (aka long term sent ones) we do an update
on at least one staffer/family every Insider issue. Our
Field Staffers do feel isolated sometimes, and told us
as much on their most recent visit, so if you’re moved
to send a note of encouragement contact the office or
an advocate and get their information and be a blessing to them today.
We’re glad you chose to come in today. If you’re new
here, we have services on our North Liberty Campus at
8, 9:30 & 11 AM and our Downtown Campus at 5 PM.
Stop by our Info Desk in the Foyer or the Connect table
Downtown to ask questions and meet someone new.

Welcome to Grace Community
Chelsy Reed

Connect on Facebook
We have a BIG Facebook
group for the whole church.
graceb3.org/facebook
Follow Along on Instagram
@graceb3

Subscriptions
Subscribe to get the
Insider express delivered to
your inbox on the first
of every month at
bit.ly/subscribe2insider

Editorial
CHELSY REED
Editor in Chief
JUDY BIEKER
Operations Editor
JEAN KEELEY
Technical Editor

Contributors
Brooks Simpson, Ryan
McFadden and Josh
McIntyre
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Jean Keeley
Office Manager
Jean Keeley oversees our officebased ministry which provides
administrative support to staff and
volunteer leaders. She edits
papers like a ninja and loves
comparing theological standings
with the Word of God.
Jean is a native to Iowa City and
has been part of Grace since 1993.
Her family is all local and they love
watching the Hawkeyes together.
She joined staff in 2007 as the
“Secretary of Office Administration.” Jean since has edited such
titles before passing them on so
that they are comprehensible.
In 2012, she became the Office
Manager and passed on the title
“Church Secretary” to Judy Bieker.
From 2003-2005, Jean was
privileged to spend two years as a
“non-traditional” (i.e. older)
student at Emmaus Bible College
in Dubuque.
She likes to hike, travel and be
involved in deep Bible study. She’s
hiked the Grand Canyon many
times with friends.
A little-known fact about Jean is
that she invented a word now
published on urbandictionary.com
(look up heatness). She also likes
listening to music really loud in her
car.
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apply to go
graceb3.org/guatemala
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Field Staff

Greetings from
the Middle East
Josh and Lauren McIntyre hail you from the fertile crescent.

OUR FAITHFUL
SUPPORTERS (you)
Through you, God has
faithfully provided for our
needs all these years.
We’re encouraged how
God has faithfully met
our financial, spiritual and
other needs over these
fifteen years and we’re
convinced that He will
complete the work He has
started in us, our country
and our family. He will also
complete the work that
He’s started in each of
you. Do you believe that?
It’s truth. Thank you for
your financial and prayer
support!

OUR NEED

As we head into 2019 and
beyond, we’re trusting
God to provide for three
financial needs:

THE KIDS
Fifteen years ago, we weren’t sure how to picture raising our family in the Middle East. As we look back, we’re
grateful for the faith, hope and love the He is building
into all of our hearts through the process of rearing
children in our country. In addition, it is encouraging to
see our teens start to own for themselves the vision of
reaching the nations!
Conrad (who is almost 18) graduates this year and
plans to attend The University of Colorado at Colorado
Springs next fall. Cameron (16) plays guitar and keeps
us laughing with his dry humor. Cristina (14) keeps our
family organized and quietly excels in school and Chloe
(10) brings us much joy through her bubbly spirit. What
blessings they are!
6

• Increased living expenses - We’ve had the same
family budget for a number of years, in spite of
the dramatically increased
cost of living in our country. Our housing cost has
gone up by more than
30% while groceries, fuel
and other basics have
increased by as much as
50% over the past five
years. God has provided
through our savings, but
we’ve now reached the
point where we must
increase our income.

cont’d pg. 6

• Increased cost of healthcare. Our sending organization has worked very
hard to keep our health
insurance costs down.
Though they’ve prevented
much of it there will still
be an annual increase in
health care costs for the
next three years.
• Our children’s school
tuition. Over the past four
years Lauren has been
teaching full-time at our
kids’ school, which has
provided a significant tuition break for them. This
coming year, however, we
are cutting Lauren’s hours

He will guard the feet
of His faithful ones
- 1 Samuel 2:9

to half-time in order to
focus on locals more.
This causes us to lose
our tuition break. While
Conrad will be gone
for college, we will still
have three kids
enrolled in school.
If you’ve never partnered with us before
and would consider
supporting us as a new
opportunity in your

discipleship as well as
ours please contact
the church office or
Pastor Tom Widmer,
our Grace advocate,
for information on
how to support us
on our mission in the
Middle East. Thank
you all for your faithful
stewardship In Christ,

Josh & Lauren McIntyre

Pastor Tom Widmer
Pastor Tom Widmer has been
part of Grace Community
since 1988 and has served
as an Elder (also known as
Pastor) since 1991. Tom is
passionate about reaching
the world for Jesus. One of
the many ways that Tom
lives this out is by advocating for the McIntyres. He
and his wife, Glenda, also
developed and still teach
Missions Club during the 8
o’clock hour for elementary
students. Tom has also led
several short-term trips to
various African countries.

Keep your eyes peeled
for more on the upcoming
short-term trip to Africa in
2019. If you want to
contact Tom to discuss
more details on the
McIntyres or to support
them, he can be
contacted at
tomw@graceb3.org
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PLANNING ON IT

TOGETHER

FEB

5

Pilot Groups Begin
A Pilot Community
Group is a 9 week
journey devoted to
learning the fundamentals of Community
Group life. Community
Groups are a core
part of who we are as
a church. This group
will be a great way for
you to join into group
life at Grace.
graceb3.org/pilot
Tuesdays at 6:30 PM.

12
Sons of the King
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We are launching Sons
of the King (SOK)! It is
designed for fathers
and sons, ages 6-12,
to help them grow in
their faith and equip
them. Dads and boys
will enjoy games,
activities, prayer, serving and learning side
by side as we work
through the Trail Life
(steps to becoming a
biblical man) curriculum.There is no cost
to attend but please
register at graceb3.
org/sok.
Tuesdays at 6:30 PM.

FELLOWSHIP

STUDENT MINISTRY
7-12 GRADES

23

Hairy & Co. Puppet
Show

Come experience
lots of laughter with
Hairy & Co,
the puppet show.
There are
two showtimes to
choose from: 2:00pm
or 4:00pm. Free
admission. Bring your
family, your friends
and your neighbors.

3
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Baptism Class

Our baptism class
covers the why’s,
when’s and how’s of
baptism at Grace.
If you are wondering what it’s all about
and why we do what
we do at Grace, this
will be very helpful for
you! Attending class
does not commit you
to being baptized if
you are not ready.
graceb3.org/baptism
Sundays at 11 AM.

FEB
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Student Ministry
Game Night
Students, join us for
game night! We will
have large group
games, snacks and a
time of fellowship.
Sunday at 6 PM.

FEB
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Gems of Hope at
Youth Group!
Normal time and
place for youth group
(Wednesdays at 6PM),
but this night we’re
using our time and
talent by handmaking
cards for Gems of
Hope. Check out more
at gemsofhope.com
and sign up to serve
at graceb3.org/gems!

by Brooks Simpson

Ecclesiastes

Welcome to Ecclesiastes. We are one
month into the series. We are studying
to make sense of the world and find
some meaning in life under the sun.
There seem to be two types of
people in the world. Glass half full
people and glass half empty people.
The half full people see all their
circumstances optimistically. They
are always looking for the silver lining

Qoheleth is the Hebrew word translated
“Preacher” in Ecclesiastes. It means the
one who gathers a crowd together for the
purpose of instruction. If you had to guess,
which type person his Qoheleth? Is he a
half full or half empty kind of guy?
This one is easy, right? Wrong. He is
definitely not a glass half full person.
This is a no brainer. He is not a half empty
person either. He is certainly closer to a pessimist
than an optimist, but a pessimist refuses to see the
good in situations. Qoheleth
takes it a step further.
He is a “glass-poured-outand thrown-down-on-theground” type person. He
looks at what culture
typically calls good and
shows us that if this world
is all there is it doesn’t
matter in the end. The pessimist wins the lottery and
complains that he has to
pay taxes on the winnings.
He complains because he
sees the half he has as
good. He is just upset he

in every cloud. They are rarely down on
life. It’s hard to get the half full people
in a bad mood and if they get in a bad
mood they don’t stay there long. If you
are a pessimist these people annoy you.
The glass half empty people take those
same life’s circumstances and they see
the potential negative. If they win the
lottery they complain that taxes will take
half their earnings. They always see
something wrong. They complain a lot. If
you are an optimist these people annoy
you.
Which are you? Are you an optimist or
a pessimist? Are you a glass half full
or glass half empty person? Whichever
type person you are you probably tend
to think all people should view the world
the way you do.
Enter Qoheleth…

can’t have it all. Qoheleth wins the lottery and complains that death makes
everything completely meaningless. The
half that he pays in taxes is pointless
because he will be dead soon. The half
he keeps and spends for himself or gives
away doesn’t really matter because the
recipients will be dead and not remember
anyway. If this life is all there is then
everything (including this article on what
type of person he is) is completely
meaningless.
He has honed in on wisdom, pleasure,
and work so far. It’s all pointless if life
under the sun is all there is.
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the sermon forecast
for

Ecclesiastes

If last month wasn’t enough to depress you this month he examines oppression,
injustice and the pointlessness of religion. He forces us to look at things we tend to
turn our heads away from because they cause us to see life as half empty and they
make us feel sad. Optimists don’t want to see their glass as half empty. Pessimists see
their glass as half empty but they wish it was full.
Qoheleth comes up to both and yanks their glass from their hands and pours the
contents on the ground. But he doesn’t leave their glasses empty. He pours them out
so they can be filled with something that will not fade. His point is not to convince us
that joy and meaning are impossible to find. His point is to help us see that we that
what we have in our glasses (the stuff we hope will give our lives meaning) can’t actually quench our thirst. It reads harsh at first until you realize he is leading us to a well
where we will find living water through the person and work of Jesus.
Keep reading. Keep listening. Keep asking God to show you what’s in your cup and let
Him fill your cup with something that will truly satisfy.
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sermon notes
february 3
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sermon notes
february 10
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sermon notes
february 17
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sermon notes
february 24
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Treasure

We’re going for complete transparency and at
the same time trying to avoid utter bore war.
written by Chelsy Reed

What you see in this graph in the green are dollars given to Grace Community
since the start of the 2018-2019 fiscal year. The blue represents dollars spent
doing the ministry of the church. The grey line shows net income. During the
Momentum series, we simplified our giving to a one fund approach and upped
our goal for giving
over the next two
years, we’re trying
to almost double it.
The net income is
part of that expansion in our budget.
You can think of
those dollars
going towards the
expansion of the
North Liberty
Campus, the future hire of a Missions Pastor and the future facility needs for
the Downtown Campus.

Who knew?

Who knew that we had so many
out-of-state givers? Seriously!
That’s amazing. We want to take a
second to stand amazed at what
amounts to 780 acts of discipleship that God has done in hearts
across our congregation. Every
gift, every sacrifice and every act
of worship is beautiful in its time.

The Nitty Gritty
Okay, so can we just be honest for a sec and say that unless you’re one of the fairly
rare people gifted with both amazing perseverance and financial aptitude, you
probably don’t make it through the riveting read of every line item in the Grace budget
during the once/year Annual Business Meeting.
It just takes a special person doesn’t it?
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Oh no! It’s a budget...

Here you have two very small sections of the current budget: Children’s
Ministry and Men’s Ministry. I’m going to point a few things out to you to help
contextualize the outcome and output of the budget.
There’s a lot of very crucial but seemingly dry
material here. Like that diaper budget in red tells
you something about how many more babies were
born into our congregation over the past year.
(Don’t worry, that budget will even out within its
own category by fiscal year’s end.)
Notice that I’ve circled a couple of ambiguously
named line items for you. Within “Special Events”
for children like this event: Hairy & Co, the
puppet show for littles and their parents (pg.15).
It’s not just a show, it’s a place for parents to
connect while their kids enjoy stories on how we are to
demonstrate the character of God. If you’ve ever felt isolated as a parent of
littles or watched a friend struggle to maintain parenting sanity you probably
have a good feel for how valuable these
types of events can be.
The “family events” under men’s ministry
actually represents the Daddy Daughter
Dance and, for the first time this year, Sons
of the King (pg.21). We’ve dreamed of a day
when we’d have the man power and
resources to do Sons of the King and the
day is coming- it starts February 12, 2019!
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A budget on mission

Treasure

The last budget item for which I’d like to paint you a picture is our short-term
missions budget. Here’s the thing: most people believe that short-term missions
benefits the people “over there” whom you go and serve and while that’s true
(most of the time), they aren’t the only ones blessed. The people that go on shortterm missions often find themselves in an upside down situation much like the
disciples felt when Jesus acted like a common slave and washed their feet. They
are blessed, they grow in zeal and passion for the Lord’s work to reach the nations
and care for the widows, fatherless and orphans.
The goers are blessed, the people they go to are blessed, but perhaps we’ve overlooked our senders, because folks, that’s what most of the out-of-state giving is
coming for. It’s our goers writing letters, needing support, but also spreading the
gospel in the process and reaching so many people in 22 states! Praise the Lord
for all He has done and all He will
continue to do. We pray that if
you’re not part of this movement
that you’d join us in prayer, giving
and serving.

how to give
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• Offering boxes in back of Auditorium
at the North Liberty and in back of the
Downtown Sanctuary.
• Text to give. Text a dollar amount to
84321. vYou’ll need to set up an account if you’ve never given online or
via text before, but once that’s done
you’re good to go.
• Online at graceb3.org/giving

Talent
Maggie Baker lives in Iowa City and
has been coming to Grace since
2008. She is originally from Hong
Kong and came to the states to
study at a University. After a shorter
stint in California Maggie chose to
move her education to the University
of Iowa. The genuine community and
gospel-centered teaching at Grace
is what drew Maggie in and became
the reason that she became a
member of the church.
Maggie has been married to Grant
since 2012 and they have two
children, Azariah (4) and Levi (2) and
one on the way in May! Maggie is a
stay-at-home mom and she referees
many squabbles that the boys have
on a daily basis. But the new one is
going to shake up the Baker household because it’s a girl!!!
This is actually kinda special for me
to write on Maggie because she and
I have been friends since about the
same time she started coming to
Grace and she is one of my besties.
Maggie has also been working as
part of the communications team
at Grace, channeling event publicity,
working with social media and doing
some pick up jobs that have really
relieved the pressures of a growing workload for yours truly. Maggie
also runs an online women’s ministry
called Indwelt Women.
Maggie really enjoys doing artsy
and creative things (which is why
she’s perfect for the communica-

Maggie Baker
written by Chelsy Reed

Pictured: (Left to right) Jon (Maggie’s
brother), Eliza (Maggie’s mom), Levi,
Maggie, Grant (front) and Azariah.

tions team) and encouraging women
to grow in the light of God’s truth and
grace.
Maggie has been on a knitting kick
(but it might be a nesting thing) and
loves working with her hands and
reading, when she gets those precious windows of time to herself.
She left her fun facts and quirks up
to me to write... Maggie speaks with
an British accent quite well because
she went to an English-run school in
Hong Kong. We also lived together in
college and our basement bedrooms
were so cold that we consolidated
our sleeping quarters into a walk-in
closet warmed by a space heater. We
also watched a lot of Friends back
then.

19

20

Written by: Chelsy Reed and Ryan McFadden, Photograph by: Polina Kirilenko

Building Update: North Liberty Campus
Back in the winter of 2017 we started
seriously vetting options and ideas
for the future of the North Liberty
Campus. We hired an architect firm,
Station 19, and began making plans
for expansion... well everywhere. The
major issues that we currently face
are a lack of auditorium seating and
connecting space, which becomes
painfully obvious during our
9:30 AM service in particular, lack of
parking and lack of classroom space.
We decided to seriously look at 60
acres of land to our west that looked
as if it might be the right space, but
we’ve come back with a conclusion
on that land - it’s just not right for
our church. The reality is that our

current land has Dubuque Street
access, and try as we might, the land
we were vetting did not have the
accessibility we needed. There were
further complications because the
land that we would have had to
acquire to get access was owned by
a third party, and they weren’t really
interested in letting any of the land
go.
We’ve also considered a variety of
options that didn’t get as far as this
piece of land. (It’s actually quite exhausting at points so you can pray
for the staff and volunteers that are
on the building committee to
finish the race well.) Every avenue
that we’ve explored has been pretty
21

Building Update cont’d
clear (at least so far), the only door
that is open is to stay where we are...
right now.

(Now, most of that money still has
to come in through our regular
giving.)

But what does that mean for making
space and extending the mission
of the kingdom in our area? Does
it stop there until such time that
we can get the right space? By no
means!

In short, our go plan would have
been a phased building project as
the many dollars came in over a
very long time. The stay plan
requires a lot fewer dollars (which
means more going to reach the
people that we’re building seats
and parking for) and will be done
in less time. We believe God has
hemmed us into the place of best
stewardship with our property and
building plans.

In the meantime, we’ve researched
the specific codes for our land and
the city regulations and realized that
we had guestimated that we needed
to build 20 feet in from the property
line. However, our specific code
requirements only require us to be
3 feet in from the property line. So
we’ve gained 17 feet around our
set-back property boundaries.
Staying here means that we’ll start
making some major plans and
moves on our current property.
This is great news because
originally our time line was five
years; now we’re talking less than
half that time. Another massive
gain with the “stay plan” is that
it’s less expensive than a “go plan”
would have been. And when we say
less expensive we mean the budget
requirements just dropped by, we
approximate, ten million dollars.

But is there really enough space?
What will be added to the new build?
Well, we’re still in the planning
phase, not the set-in-stone phase,
but things such as: adding a multipurpose room for larger classes and
conferences, foyer/connecting space
expansion, expanding our auditorium
to hold lots more people, expanding
parking and adding small classroom
space are on the short list of needs.
We’ll keep you posted as new
building committee developments
happen, but for now, we hope
you’re excited to keep calling this
place home and welcoming more
people into it!

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and
the ends of the earth your possession. Psalm 2:8
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