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Happy
New
Year
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The app
Get the Grace App
Search “Graceb3” in
your app store or go to
graceb3.org/app

Social Media

Welcome
I hope all of your Christmases went well. My family
did something a little different this year and went on
a cruise to the Bahamas, which was wonderful, sunshiny and a good relaxing time for us. But now we’re
back and settling into 2019, and there is a time and
a season for everything, as we are about to learn in
our study of the book of Ecclesiastes. (The Old Testament nerd deep inside of me is very excited about
this.) There are other amazing opportunities to grow in
Christ (just in case you made some late night resolutions that you’re finding you need to own up to now) as
our Thrive classes begin January 13. I am more
excited for Thrive than normal though, because there’s
a Romans class (women only, sorry dudes) that’s on the
horizon for which I am responsible!
We’re glad you chose to come in today. If you’re new
here, we have services on our North Liberty Campus at
8, 9:30 & 11 AM and our Downtown Campus at 5 PM.
Stop by our Info Desk in the Foyer or the Connect table
Downtown to ask questions and meet someone new.

Happy New Year!

Chelsy Reed

Connect on Facebook
We have a BIG Facebook
group for the whole church.
graceb3.org/facebook
Follow Along on Instagram
@graceb3

Subscriptions
Subscribe to get the
Insider express delivered to
your inbox on the first
of every month at
bit.ly/subscribe2insider

Editorial
CHELSY REED
Editor in Chief
JUDY BIEKER
Operations Editor
JEAN KEELEY
Technical Editor

Contributors
Jason Blackley, Alex
Ludvicek and Trish
Ludvicek
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Brian Hagedorn
Student Ministry Director
Brian Hagedorn started coming
to Grace in 2011 and has served
as the Director since 2017 and as
the Associate Director of Student
Ministry since 2014.
Brian is the youngest of seven
children from Kalona. The first
four were older sisters, so they
were well practiced sisters by the
time the last three boys came
along. Gotta love older sisters!
Brian’s parents also started a
children’s ministry at their home
church, so Brian started early
with ministering to kids. Brian also
happens to be the tallest of all
seven siblings, which only came
in handy later in life.
Brian is passionate about youth
ministry because he recognizes
that the formable years are often the time that God grabs the
hearts of young warriors for His
kingdom.
Brian and his wife, Lizz were married in 2014. While they were dating they served in a youth group
in West Liberty (Lizz’s hometown)
and led music and small groups
there. They enjoy playing basketball together, are pursuing biblical
counseling certification and being active advocates for mission
work. They are super cute together too since Brian stands at 6’ 4”
and Lizz is a lofty 5’ 3”.
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there’s still time... depending on when you read
this... classes began January 13... but we’ll still
let cha in... I suppose ;)

practical change
for the everyday
christian

women doing
heavy lifting
in the word

conflict resolution for
the fighter and the
faint of heart

how to worship
with God with
your wallet

exploring the
story of God

start out on a
solid foundation

applying
scripture to
life’s problems

find
your
place
get more than a snippet at

graceb3.org/thrive
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2018
we are here...

FIELD STAFF ELDERS

STAFF

we hired three new folks
Women’s
Ministry
Director

Downtown
Administrative
Assistant

Community
Outreach
Coordinator

appointed three new elders

they also welcomed
their second child
Benaya Charles on
August 31

and placed two new Field Staff

BY THE NUMBERS

1,311

116
49
600
people attending
on the North
Liberty campus

people attending
on the Downtown
Iowa City campus

commitments
to join River City
Church

people
equipped in
Thrive classes

pounds of coffee,
or 20,000 cups
fueled Sundays

75

sermon downloads
from web, app,
podcasts or YouTube
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195

backpacks &
school supplies
given through the
Extending Grace
Ministry

199

hours put in by
members of the
building committee
(update next
month)

30,000

It started as one... in 2018
plans for the newest network
church, River City, really
started gaining steam

We visited our Field Staff,
Olivia Merriweather, and
John Abrahmse and Dan
& Lisa McIntyre came to
see us too!
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folks went down
to Haiti to serve
with World Wide
Village

16

folks went down
to Guatemala to
serve for a week
with Bethel Missions
International

We celebrated 107 new
givers, 600 giving
households, and 54 of
those are from the Downtown campus. We’re excited
to see how God will continue
to build momentum in the
Grace Community in 2019.

Take Away Hunger is a food relief

organization that unifies teams of
people who package a specialized
rice-based soy casserole to provide
nutrition locally and overseas. The fun
thing about Take Away Hunger is that
they are based out of Cedar Rapids! A
couple, Don and Sandee Fields, started this movement with the purpose
to feed the hungry and share the love
of Jesus.

Be part of
something bigger.
Saturday
January 19
9 AM-11 PM

GIVE

This January we’re hosting and offering an
opportunity to give and serve through a meal
packing event on the North Liberty Campus.
We need people to sponsor food and pack it
(or both) and then this food in particular will
be going to Bethel Missions International, the
same organization that we partner with for
our Guatemala short-term mission trips.

SERVE

graceb3.org/hunger

Mobilizing
Cities to
Feed
Nations
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Life Under the Sun

by Jason Blackley

“Meaningless, meaningless, all is meaningless.” Put that on your car bumper next to
your Jesus fish, why don’t you!
Not only does this quote sound unchristian, it is shocking to find out that it’s actually
in the Bible! I remember reading through the whole Bible for the first time in my early
twenties and getting to the book of Ecclesiastes. I had no idea how it fit the message
of the rest of the scriptures. I went to my sage, wise uncle with my Bible open and I
pointed to Ecclesiastes and said, “What’s this!?!”
In January we will kick off a 15 week journey through the book of Ecclesiastes.
You may be wondering why we would choose this book and you may also have questions about it from your reading of the text as well. Perhaps it has even been like that
closet in your basement. You know, the one that you have a vague concept of what is
in it, but you are scared to open the door and see what falls out.
So why this book? Three main reasons:
First of all, it’s in the Bible. In 2 Timothy chapter 3:16 we read, “All Scripture is breathed
out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in
righteousness.” That “all” means all. There is a great benefit in each part of scripture, even when making application or understanding it takes a little more work.

Next, as professor, author and pastor Zach Eswine notes, “Ecclesiastes is the one
book of the Bible that you can open up and just start reading it with no context and
your unchurched friends, neighbors and relatives know exactly what you are talking
about.” One of the most often quoted phrases in Ecclesiastes is “under the sun.” The
book is describing what life is like on earth, in the flesh and in world we live in where
it’s not “as it is in heaven.” It describes life apart from God. Apart from hope. It
describes the meaningless, absurdity or vanity that we feel about so many of our
actions and efforts. This is a great series to invite a friend to!
Lastly, Ecclesiastes describes the internal working of our minds, souls and emotions
when we wrestle with our faith. Eswine notes the words of the author of Ecclesiastes, “ring true to what is in the world and within us.” We know we should have faith,
hope, joy, peace and the other fruits of the Spirit, but we find that we lack these
more often than we’d like. As Phillip Ryken writes about Ecclesiastes, “It’s the one
book of the Bible written on Monday morning.”
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sermon notes
january 6

9

sermon notes
january 13
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sermon notes
january 20

11

sermon notes
january 27
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of

times

january
Classes
begin
January 13
(pg. 5)
Student
Ministry
Game Night
January 13
6-8 PM

Take Away
Hunger Meal
Packing
January 19
8 AM - 12 PM
(pg. 7)
Getting
to Know
Grace
Lunch
January 20
12:05 PM
Student
Ministry Road
Tripping to
Winter Jam
January 25
(pg. 19)

Biblical
Counseling
Celebration
Night
January 26

For more details about any given event please visit
graceb3.org or check out the events section on the
graceb3 app.
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a lot happens in

ayear
with Alex & Trish Ludvicek
and Chelsy Reed
Last year at about
this time we were
just mentally preparing to send Alex,
Trish and Jack off
to Indonesia. We
had last meals,
prayed together
and said goodbye.
I was cleaning out
old text messages
(which doesn’t happen often) and saw
one from Alex, just
casually confirming
details for the last
time we saw them.
I did not delete it.

14

The Ludvicek’s first year abroad
The Ludvicek’s were wheels up in
January of 2018 and went to Salatiga,
Indonesia with Mission Aviation Fellowship (MAF). Alex is a pilot/mechanic and
Trish keeps everything running
smoothly. Together they’ve been
attending language school for the last
year, learning Indone-sian from scratch.
They must have got-ten better at it
because they’ve been passing their
exams and have been placed in a
permanent location!!!

Benaya Charles Ludvicek
On August 31, 2018 Benaya Charles
was born in Jakarta, Indonesia. His
name is the Indonesian form of the
Hebrew name Benaiah - named after one of King David’s mighty men.
Charles is taken from his Great
Grandfather (dad’s side) who was also
a mighty man for Christ. Alex’s parents
were able to join the family in Indonesia for two weeks to meet little Ben
and spend time with as family.

Home Sweet Nabire
Trish’s blog has several photos
(courtesy of their new teammates)
of Nabire, where they’ll be moving
to in early 2019. The arrow on the
photo left was captioned by Trish
“Our house is behind these mango
trees.” What a wonderful thought,
mango trees, near to the coastline... ah, a place to settle. Remember, the Ludvicek’s have been in
transition for over a year.
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The Ludvicek’s are really excited
about being placed permanently
in Nabire. Trish writes, “This is a
port town that serves the villages
throughout north central Papua.
There will be just one other MAF
family there, so our Indonesian
language skills will certainly be
stretched. We are pretty excited
that we will live right next to the
ocean. You can look forward to
hearing more about what our
lives there will be like in time, but
for the upcoming year we will be
on the main base of Sentani,

near the city of Jayapura, while Alex
works through his in country flight
and maintenance training in the
Kodiak (a type of airplane). We are
excited for the time that we will
spend there, as it will be the place
and people we come back to for
resources and support for our life in
Nabire.”
Photos:
(top) Whale sharks that Alex is very excited to
swim with. Their new home will be right off the
coast and apparently on the other side of the
coast is a whale shark habitat. (bottom left) The
guest house. (bottom right) A photo sent by
new teammates in their future town of Nabire.

so
what’s
next?
for the ludviceks

Trish’s Blog

flightreport.weebly.com
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@mafaviator

Alex’s Pics
bit.ly/ludvicek

People are looking for the hope that there are answers for their hurts,
their difficulties, and the challenges they face. The Word of God has
these answers. As ambassadors of Christ, we can use the Scriptures to
point others to the hope, help, and life change. But how? Join us in
Lafayette, Indiana to be equipped to skillfully, confidently and lovingly
minister God’s Word to those looking for answers...and don’t be
surprised if the Lord works mightily in your life first.

How to register
-----First go to www.faithlafayette.org

here you will register for the conference itself

Second go to www.graceb3.org/bctc

here you will register for transportation and lodging through Grace

Third contact Aimee Marino

at aimeem@graceb3.org to get all the
duckies in a row for conference travel
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Talent

Martha Stoakes
Martha Stoakes is one of the very
talented ladies on the building committee, which has been hard at work
looking into the future options for
our North Liberty location. She’s
actually an architect and last fall she
officially opened Stoakes & Fell
Architecture and Design in North Liberty. Martha, we’re so glad to have
you on the team for Grace!
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But Martha has been at Grace for
a lot longer than her building committee tenure. She and her now
husband, Chris, actually did premartial counseling at Grace back when
Brooks was the guy for that job,
which has been a while.

Though they’ve moved in and out
of Iowa throughout their married
life, the Stoakes’ have been part of
Grace since 2004.
When she’s not hard at work being
a genius, Martha likes spending time
with extended family, eating exquisite food, hiking at her parents’ home
and golfing quite a bit. They have
grandparents, uncles, aunts and
eight cousins who all live fairly locally. They also enjoy watching their two
boys, Will and Nile, grow up. Martha
also enjoys drawing up innovative
improvements for their home and
watching her woodworking husband
bring them to life. Oh, what a talented and creative couple they are!

if you wanna come with us check this

graceb3.org/jam

19

grace

insider
01 The many talents of
Maggie Baker
02 A building committee
update from Ryan
McFadden
03 We’re going to
Guatemala!
04 Jean Keeley - Staff Bio
05 McIntyre Field Staff
Update

01

03

02

05

04

Grace Community Church
graceb3.org • graceb3 app
319.626.2040
2707 Dubuque St. NE
North Liberty, IA 52317

