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Welcome

I am a podcast junkie. The reality is that I’d probably
read more if teleportation were an available means of
travel in 2019, but in leiu of such technological advancements I listen to podcasts. Lots and lots of podcasts.
One of the best things I’ve heard recently was from the
“Help Me Teach the Bible” podcast. It was a talk that
Nancy Guthrie gave at a conference on “Developing the
Skill of Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament.” I feel like the
title of her talk says it all, it can be challenging to see
how “beginning with Moses and all the Prophets” what
is said in all the Scriptures is about Jesus. (Luke 24:27).
The list of things that make a man unclean in Leviticus
is probably not one of the top ten tweeted pieces of
Scripture. But when you compare that Scripture with all
of the people that Christ came in contact with while he
was in the flesh, we see that the unclean people are the
people Jesus went to, sought out and made friends with.
To me, my friends, that is hope. Because I know I am an
unworthy vessel, I have needs that only Jesus can meet,
I have disgraces that only Christ can cleanse away. Hallelujah, the whole Scripture proclaims His worthy name!
We’re glad you chose to come in today. If you’re new
here, we have services on our North Liberty Campus at
8, 9:30 & 11 AM and our Downtown Campus at 5 PM.
Stop by our Info Desk in the Foyer or the Connect table
Downtown to ask questions and meet someone new.

Welcome to Grace Community
Chelsy Reed

Social Media
Connect on Facebook
We have a BIG Facebook
group for the whole church.
graceb3.org/facebook
Follow Along on Instagram
@graceb3

Subscriptions
Subscribe to get the
Insider express delivered to
your inbox on the first
of every month at
bit.ly/subscribe2insider
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Annette & Rick Fulton,
Brooks Simpson, Lorna
Abrahamse, Matt Goodale,
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Gabe Isbell
Technology Director
Gabe Isbell is our Geek Squad at
Grace. Gabe and wife, Missy, have
been a part of Grace since 2003.
Missy was actually the first
to join staff as the office
administrator (which was kinda
three jobs in one). Gabe actually
started off as a volunteer tech
guy while Missy was on staff
and eventually joined staff as the
Technology Director in 2008.
Like all good technology directors
Gabe’s mere presence around
technology typically vanquishes
most staff tech problems. It can
be a bit perplexing because you
have an issue one minute, and
then the next minute it’s gone
and you’re chatting with Gabe,
feeling silly about your vanishing
problem, but hey, he certainly
gets the job done! He also
employs the adage of ancient IT
wisdom “have you turned it off
and turned it back on again” many
times in a given week.
Gabe is a very genuine person,
you never wonder long what he’s
thinking about a topic. Together
Missy and Gabe are parentdisciplers to their four kids –
Forest, Willow, Asher and Olive.
Gabe likes watching football
(roots for the Chicago Bears), hiking, wearing ironic and often sci-fi
themed t-shirts and a Bible-based
card game called Redemption.
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Paul Tripp Simulcast:
SAT
FRI
Foundations of a
&
04
Godly Home 03
In this brand-new resource from pastor Dr. Paul
David Tripp, you’ll learn four life-changing lessons that can radically change the way you
raise your kids. Register at graceb3.org/tripp

SUN Getting to Know

0 5 Grace Lunch

Whether you’re new in these parts or you need
to have a go-to Grace contact, you won’t want
to miss the Getting to Know Grace Lunch.
Lunch is at 12:05 PM, childcare is provided.
Register at graceb3.org/gtkg

SAT

11

The Student
Ministry Presents...

THUR

SAT

17

FRI

18

FRI

25

SAT

31

Family SUN
Sit-Together
Sunday 2 6
This Sunday there will be no kids classes
except for Nursery and Twos. We encourage families to sit together in service.
There are kids activity sheets available,
just ask an usher.

Backyard
Bible Club JUNE
Host Training 0 2
If you’re hosting a Backyard Bible Club the
Host Training is at 9:30 AM in room 304-05.
If you’re interested in leading one, please
contact Natasha in May prior to this meeting. natasham@graceb3.org

The students will pull out all of the stops to serve dinner
and put on a talent show starting at 6:30 PM.
Tickets come at no cost, and this is a fundraising event,
Dinner and a Show so naturally, there will be a freewill donation.

Treasure

[

We’re going for complete transparency and at
the same time trying to avoid utter bore war.
by Chelsy Reed

]

Financial information for the Fiscal Year 18-19 (the one
that just ended) will be included in the June insider.

Facets of Following Jesus
We believe that giving is a matter of discipleship.
God commands us to give. He wants our best.
When He commands us to live out the ‘one
anothers’ of Scripture it is not cost-free to us.
Romans 12:16 says, “Live in harmony with one
another.” At face value, this might not seem
herculean, but in reality living at harmony with
one another can often be quite expensive.
Making peace can cost much time. But God
tells us that as far as it is up to us we are to
live at peace with one another.
Another ‘one another’ in Galatians 6:2 says,
“Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the
law of Christ.” Does this not sound potentially
costly to y’all? This could mean so many
things! It might look like taking a day or two

off work to watch a friend’s kids when they
cannot. It could mean providing a hot meal
to a family down the street when they’re in
a rough season. When a new couple in your
community group shares that they’re really
strapped financially due to an unexpected loss
of job, it might mean pitching in to get them a
grocery gift card to help them recover.
When pressed to identify the greatest
commandment, Jesus responds, “You shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. This
is the great and first commandment. And a
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.” If we’re supposed to give to others
with such generosity, how much more should
we give to God?

Why we don’t pass the plate
If we believe that giving is so important, then
why don’t we pass the offering plate?
The short answer is that it isn’t practical.
While it may not seem like it every service every Sunday, our congregation is really big for
the space that we have. To compensate for
this in the past we’ve added a service. Over
the years our three-service-system (in North
Liberty) has taken its toll.
For instance, there are 65 minutes that are
planned out pretty rigorously for each service
every Sunday so folks will still have time to
pick up kids, chat a bit and exit the parking lot
so the next service can enter. This means making a simple announcement has to shave time
off of songs or the sermon. We actually have
a special meeting for choosing what makes it
to the stage and what doesn’t every month.
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Believe me when I say no one likes holding
that ax! So can you imagine how difficult it
would be to work passing the plate into each
Sunday service? And what do you do when
you have communion too? Pass the communion right before or after the money plate?!?
That seems super sketchy and theologically
incorrect, “We don’t charge you for that juice
ma’am.”
Point is that it’s not convenient. And then you
take into account that our culture is becoming
increasingly digital with the passing of every
year. Only one in five people carry a checkbook.
Three out of ten adults say they make no
cash purchases in the average week, and that
stat is up from 2016 where it was one out of
ten. The people that do carry cash are packing
less than $50 at a time. With those combined
statistics you can see why passing a plate

Treasure

Grace Statistics

National averages are one thing, but at Grace, those stats play out too. In the chart above you
see the number of donations made in the various types of payment methods in the blue bars on
the right. These numbers span the date range of November 2018 until the end of March 2019.
The bars indicate that we do a ton of checks and cards, slightly fewer bank to bank transfers
(which is what “ach” represents) and an incredibly small amount of cash. Even though they
apparently make offering plates now that allow you to swipe a card, a concept that seems
ridiculous to this gal who was raised in really traditional churches, we’re still not going to pass
a plate, because there’s no time to do it weekly.
The mostly yellow circle signifies that most of our giving goes through our giving management
system, and the purple bit are the bank to bank transfers.

Ways to Give
You’re always more than welcome to give by cash or check at Grace
and we have some digital methods too!
Text to Give. Once you have text to give set up for your account
•you never
have to do it again. Just text a dollar amoung to “84321”.

If you already have an online giving account with us, you just log
in and you’ll be up and running. If you need to create one you’ll just
find our church, create your donor profile and enter your preferred
payment method.
Personally, I really like this method. While I never carry cash, I always
have my phone, which means that I can give anytime and anyplace.

•

Recurring Giving Online. Setting up recurring giving is super
easy. Go to graceb3.org/give and there’s a button that will help you
schedule your giving to come out at your perferred frequency and
timing. If you’re one of those people who perpetually forget things
this option might be perfect for you. Plus you can go in and adjust
at any time.

•

Regular Giving Online. The place where you set up recurring
giving is also the place where you can do one-time gifts. So if the
amount you give every month or week changes, you can adjust for
that and do a one-time gift the way you like it every month.
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JULY 2019

Chimaltenango
GUATEMALA
SHORT
TERM

J U LY

2 1 - 29

PRAY•GIVE•SERVE

0

n July 22-29 a team of fourteen people from Grace Community will fly out to Guatemala on a short-term mission trip!
This is our third short-term trip to Guatemala and we’ve partnered
with Bethel Ministries International and Mission: Mobility each year.
In 2019 the team will be serving with Bethel in Chimaltenango, Guatemala.
If you’ve got a prayer list (or you could make one now) below are the
folks that are part of the 2019 Guatemala team. Team Leader, Rick
Fulton, is back. Leading alongside Rick, our 13-time vet, is Megan
Lehman. Megan has gone with the Grace team for both previous
trips and each time she comes back speaking better Spanish and
more passionate for the people of Guatemala than before.
Thank you team for being willing to fundraise and go, and a special
thanks to Megan and Rick for stepping up to lead!
Tim, Dawn,
Levi,
Andrew &
Matt Eisenhammer Rick Fulton
Ingrid Schulte
Jesse Stultz

Megan Lehman
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Chuck & Ema
Miller

Darlene & Seth
Morlan

Josh Abdo

GUATEMALA
on mission to serve with
Bethel in Chimaltenango
by Megan Lehman and
Annette & Rick Fulton

T
Many families have been
helped physically and
spiritually by our teams.
We plan to build homes for
families we visited last
year and uncovered great
need for a new home. (Yes,
their home has cornstalk
walls.)

he mission of Bethel began
in the wheelchair ministry. It
has grown immensely over
the years! With the support of Joni and Friends,
and Mission: Mobility (gotwheelc h a i r s . c o m ) , c ha i r s
are collected in the US and
shipped to Bethel. At the
chair shop in Chimaltenango
Bethel employees (most of
whom are in wheelchairs)
rebuild and refurbish the
wheelchairs to prepare them
for distribution. Men and
women from Grace have
been very supportive of Mission: Mobility the past few
years. They have collected
wheelchairs and other mobility equipment. They have
also helped in doing inventory and packing the 40 foot
shipping containers that Mission: Mobility ships to Bethel
from Wayland Iowa.
Bethel has been operated
by the Mooney family for
over 20 years. Every year
they host approximately 40
mission teams from the US

and Canada. These teams
will build 70 homes, distribute food, clothing, discover
unknown needs, and fit over
1900 people in wheelchairs!
But that’s just what is
physically done, the why
behind this is because it
gives the teams a platform
to share the gospel with
Guatemalans that live in
hard to reach places. In
the home visits, the teams
interact intensely with the
families to invest in them on
a personal and spiritual level.
The team is excited to go to
Guatemala and declare and
demonstrate the gospel in
2019.
Before they go there is
much work to be done. Our
Guatemala trip has been the
most cost intensive trip we
send since it began. This is
because the team raises all
of the funds for each and
every project they will work
on while they are in-country.

GRACEB3.ORG/MISSIONS/GUATEMALA
GUATEMALA
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GUATEMALA
How can you be part of the
P R AY • G I V E • S E R V E

kingdom work in Guatem ala?
Pray

Give

Commit to following the Guatemala Team blog
and praying every step of the way.
• The Guatemalans who don’t know Jesus
• The Grace Team going to Guatemala
• The in-country Bethel team working to reach
Guatemalans for Jesus
The team is fundraising (which is already half way
done!) for projects and will also pack suitcases
with items to take to the folks they minister to.
The items requested for donation are:

hot wheels
Soccer wooden
hot pads
kids
shoes
Balls spoons
Mens & womens
jump ropes
(bLack)
Grill
shoes (size
LIghters
9 and lower)

rP ojects

2 Homes................................
2 Bunk beds........................
10 Stoves..............................
2 Bathrooms.......................
2 Wash basins....................
50 Food bags......................
100 Bibles.............................
100 Wheelchairs...............

$ 3,625 each
$ 300 each
$ 220 each
$ 720 each
$ 85 each
$ 50 each
$ 3.50 each
$ 170 each

graceb3.org/giveguatemala
Serve
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We have seen God move in
amazing ways on these
trips. Little Claudia was
A member of a family that
we were going to build a
home for in 2018. We found
out that she needed a
wheelchair and before
we left God provided a
chair all the way from
Kentucky! We took it with
us and God confirmed His
amazing ability when we
learned that the chair was
a perfect fit!
whole story:
bit.ly/claudiaG2

The oppotunity to get your hands dirty is available, even if you aren’t boarding a plane. The
team will need help loading cargo and picking
up/delivering donated wheel chairs when they
become available. If you want in on this action
pleace contact Rick and he’ll get you connected.
wheelchair@onhispath.com

We have met some amazing
families. Sergio was a little
boy of a family we built a
home for. He had the heart
of a lion! Born with no
fingers, it didn’t slow him
down! He carried buckets
of water that weighed as
much as him! He was an
inspiration!
whole story:
bit.ly/sergioG2

“The Kingdom of
heaven is like…”

by Pastor Brooks Simpson

x7

Seven times in Matthew Jesus begins a
different parable with these words.

B
eginning April 28 and going through August we will begin
preaching on the parables of Jesus. In our last sermon series, the

author of Ecclesiastes looked at life with a sense of frustration
and an inability to see what was beyond the sun. He knew there
was more to life, but you can’t tell others about something you
can’t see. If we want joy and meaning in this life under the sun we
need perspective from the one who made the sun.

He is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn of all creation. For by him all
things were created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or rulers or authorities—all things
were created through him and for him. And he
is before all things, and in him all things
hold together. And he is the head of the body,
the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in everything he might be
preeminent. For in him all the fullness of
God was pleased to dwell, and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood
of his cross.
						- Colossians 1:15–20

April 28
May 12

The Sower

Treasure

Matthew 13:3-23

Matthew 13:44-46
May 5

Mustard Seed &Leaven
Matthew 13:31-33

May 19

Lost Sheep & Coin
Matthew 18:12-14
& Luke 15:4-10
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In the Kingdom Parables, we will hear from the one who made the
sun, all that is under it, and everything beyond it. The parables
of Christ are collections of stories, similies, and metaphors Jesus
uses to help His disciples (then and now) see their place as His
kingdom ambassadors.
Through these parables, Jesus will show us the nature of His
kingdom, the character of His kingdom, the proper attitude of a
member of His kingdom, the value of His kingdom, the consequences
of missing out on His kingdom, and the ultimate consummation
of His kingdom. Jesus knows how to touch our hearts because
He made our hearts. He is a master storyteller and through the
parables, He uses simple stories to inspire the imagination and
show us all what we are called to as His followers.

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden
in a field, which a man found and covered up.
Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he
has and buys that field.
							- Matthew 13:44

We invite you to join us as we sit at the feet of Jesus and discover
the treasure of finding our meaning and purpose in knowing and
loving Him. You can follow the Read It Ahead posts every Monday
on social media to get the passage for the upcoming sermon week
and learn a few tidbits along the way.
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sermon notes
May 5

13

sermon notes

May 12

14

sermon notes

May 19

15

sermon notes

May 26
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How are we doing?
We’d like to know where you are hearing about
things happening at Grace so we can communicate
with you better...
So we made a 3 question survey, if you’re willing
to help us out you can find it at....

graceb3.org/tellus

Tha
nk y
ou!
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NEW

Field Staff Anno
L

LiZ Espen

iz Espen is our newest member of Field
Staff. We announced her officially at the
2019 Annual Business Meeting (graceb3.
org/annualreport) and she’s off to visit an
in-country team in South Asia to basically interview. Liz will be gone three weeks in May
and then she’ll be back and we’ll know the
next steps for supporting her.
The Trip It will take three days to travel to
the location in her target country, let’s call
it “Feng,” just to get to meet the team there.
Feng is a jungle country with lots of remote
and hard to reach tribes, so every journey
is more of a trek. She’s going to basically
inteview with the existing team to see if
she’ll be a good fit.
The Team Currently the in-country
team in Feng is a multi-organizational
team, meaning that there are a couple
of missions orgs that have partnered up
to reach the people in their locale. Liz’s
sending org only has this one team in
Feng, which means that the harvest is
plentiful, but the workers are few. The
team currently in Feng has been reaching
three different people groups for the last
ten years.

Prayer Cliff Notes
• Endurance through long
travels.
• God’s will to be done if she’s
to be placed in this team and
country.
• Unity and consensus of the
interviewing decisions that
the team will have to make.
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This all sounds very chummy and
collaborative, but for Liz this means that
she has to interview with two teams rather than one. It can be kinda nerve racking
going on a trip half a world away to do
two interviews.
The Plan We will touch base with Liz
when she gets back (and write about it
in the June or July issue of the Insider)
to find out the outcome of her exploratory trip and also to get to know her a
little bit better. For now, one fun fact is all
you get: She’s graduating from UNI with
a degree in TETSOL which apparenly
means “Teaching English to Speakers of
Other Languages.”

Update
Field Staff
Lorna Abrahamse

John & Lorn
John and Lorna Abrahamse are
some of the original Field Staff that
Grace has ever had. They both served
on youth ministry teams that toured
South Africa during the early 1990s,
ministering in a different church each
week. A few years later as a youth
pastoral couple in a church, they
took a number of short term missions
into countries in Southern Africa.
The picture that emerged from all of
these experiences was true across
each situation and country – young
people would come to an exciting
meeting, but they were never
integrated into the church.
God was using all of these
experiences to birth in their hearts

the desire to see the church
in Africa equipped to mobilize
disciple-making movements that
would impact the local and global
community.
On the right you see some of the
fruit of God’s blessing to J-Life, their
country leaders. Each leader has
a colored dot below their name.
That dot’s color corresponds to the
country color on the African map
below.
Joe Nkhoma is the leader that
we’ll be working with for the trip to
Zambia in the winter of 2019. You
can still apply to go at
		
graceb3.org/zambia

Mgliwe
Simdinatome

Bhuti Kheswa

Joe Nkhoma

Leo Fokoua

John & Lorna Abrahamse with their
kids: Nathan and Jordan. These are
the Field Staff at Grace that lead the
entire J-Life movement, including all
of the country leaders (right). They
are currently in the process of being
approved adoptive parents. As they
finish up the end stage of this lengthy
process please keep them in your
prayers.

Emem
Jacob

Billy & Darleen
Honc
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talent

Angie Miller
Angie Miller has been
attending Grace since
2004. She and her
husband Chuck have two
kids, Ema and Brayden.
(Chuck and Ema are
actually on the team going
to Guatemala, pg. 8.)

Recorder. She also brings
the voice of the members
to bear in building
committee meetings with
a healthy amount of pluck,
making her an invaluable
asset to the team.

When she’s not caring for
children or recording the
Angie runs an in-home day future of building on the
care by day and by night
North Liberty campus,
for the last two years she’s she’s often found cheerbeen faithfully serving
ing on her favorite sports
Grace on the building
team, the Chicago Cubs.
committee as the official
Of all the folks in her
20

house, Angie is by far the
biggest sports fanatic. The
family roots for the Hawkeyes, loves camping and
fishing and pretty much
anything that brings them
all together.
Angie and Chuck became
members at Grace soon
after they began attending
and were also some of the
first people to be part of a
community group, or what
we called them back then,
faith families.

We currently have an opportunity for folks to be
trained to become Life Group Leaders. This position is part of the Student Ministry at Grace. If
you’d like to know more contact Brian Hagedorn at
brianh@graceb3.org

We are also gearing up for Backyard Bible Clubs,
our summertime version of vacation Bible school,
where we take the fun to the neighborhoods. If
you’re interested in hosting a club or want more
information to support Backyard Bible Clubs this
summer check out page 5.
21

found him, then disappeared for a while. When she
got back she loaded her bags up on the bus and
then she disappeared again.

A Different Perspective
by Matt Goodale
The change of seasons gets me thinking about bonfires
and staring up into the night sky. There is just something
about knowing that in that massive space, with all of this
around us, God had the desire to create each of us, seemingly tiny and insignificant in comparison but each with
purpose. It’s pretty amazing.
Do you ever need a reminder of something? To renew
something in you; fan a flame? I believe we all do. I also
believe God knows that and finds very effective ways to
remind us.
I experienced something that I’d guess is common to the
parent experience. Maybe not all in the exact same way
but one way or another. In the grand scheme of things it
really probably wasn’t as big of a deal as it felt like, but
it hung on me like weight and lead me to some pretty
intense prayer time. At the moment I really didn’t see the
way this would be used so it didn’t feel like the blessing
that it turned to be.
Every few years the band at school takes a trip, this
year they went to New York. My 16-year-old daughter went this year. This was her first long trip without
family, kind of out on her own. On the day that she’s
going to leave we drive her to the school with all her
things. There are three buses sitting there waiting to
take all these teenagers across the country and set them
free for a week. There are hundreds of people standing around watching their kids leave saying goodbye,
loading stuff up. My daughter, being the sweetheart
that she is, wanted to bring one of her friends an iced
coffee that she made for him at home. She ran off and

22

We waited for her to come back. As people started thinning out and leaving we began to wonder
where she was. The buses were about ready to go,
she wasn’t answering her phone, and at that point,
I was beginning to worry. That quickly gave way
to sadness, disappointment, irritation, and embarrassment as we realized she had decided to get on
the bus without saying anything to us. She hadn’t
said goodbye, hadn’t hugged us or said she’d miss
us, just tried to leave unannounced. We finally
caught one of her friends who got her off the bus
for us. We said goodbye, told her we loved her and
watched her go. She is not normally like this, she’s
normally very loving, sweet-hearted and thoughtful.
It was kind of an upsetting ordeal for myself and
her mom. We let her have her space while she was
away, texted her to say goodnight ask her how
stuff was but for the most part let her experience
a little freedom. On the Friday she was supposed
to return I woke up around 3:45 AM and my mind
started turning thinking about her departure. It really just hurt knowing what we had done for her to
make that trip happen then to have her run off like
that without so much as a bye.
But not just the preparation for the trip, it made me
question so much more. I questioned my parenting.
I questioned if I showed her I loved her enough. I
felt like I had somehow messed up in teaching her
how to treat people like I had shown her to use
people to get what you wanted until you get it then
leave them sitting waiting for your return. I just
questioned everything I had done recently and not
so recently too.
Had I not done my best? I don’t know. She had
given some reasons why...she didn’t think about
it, she was in a hurry, she needed to get a good
seat with her friend... She always acts embarrassed
to have us around her friends so if I had to guess
I’d imagine that was it, but really that didn’t ease
my troubled mind and aching heart. Later in the
morning after my wife got up she asked me why I
couldn’t sleep and I spilled my guts about it. She
stood there hugging me listening and then just said
sometimes teenagers do stuff like that. She also
told me she knew I wanted to talk to our daughter
about it but to not be too hard on her. She knows at
times I am too tough on the kids and she helps me
to be a little more diplomatic. At times in my parenting efforts, I completely fail to show a Christlike grace or mercy.

A Different Perspective cont’d
I had a little work to do that morning but was off for
most of the day and that gave me a couple more hours
of quiet, alone time to consider what I really wanted to
say. I prayed on it as I drove and eventually I was kind
of convicted on my own failings and missteps in my
walk with God. It’s amazing how He can take something small that may not even be directly connected
and bring it around to something else that maybe I’m
not seeing clearly in my own heart. So my mind went
to the book of Genesis...
“And they heard the sound of the Lord God walking
in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and
his wife hid from the presence of the Lord God among
the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the
man and said to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I
heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid,
because I was naked, and I hid myself.”

- Genesis 3:8-10 ESV

We all know that book of the Bible tells the story of
creation. Not really a story more like the history of creation. God created everything. He asked a few things
of that man and woman then He gave them His creation to manage, maintain and enjoy. He also offered
a relationship, He dwelt with them. Man did that for
a bit, eventually giving in to something perceived as
greater than the relationship with God. They seemed
to know what they had done. He approached them and
they hid. I can imagine that as God walked that garden
looking for His children He felt deep sadness.
He called to them, He told the couple the consequences of their actions, but didn’t crush them or make them
feel like there was hatred in His heart for them but sent
them out with the knowledge of what they’d done. He
revealed to them the damage of their actions.
As I considered all this I looked back at my own life.
So much of it was me hiding from Him, looking only
to God if I needed something. Asking for favors.
There was no faith or relationship behind it. Honestly,
those few times of going to the Father were a mockery. More a last-ditch, magical hope, than truly believing that God was my loving father. For most of my
life, I followed my dreams. My way. My desires. If
things fell into place I didn’t thank Him or give glory
to Him. When my eyes were opened I looked back
and saw the mess and likewise, I saw how, as in the
garden, He didn’t destroy me. Instead, He pointed out
what the consequences of my sin had been.
He let me see it all through a clear perspective. He
pointed out how in my desire to forge my own path,
make myself happy and live for myself, I had trampled
on our relationship. I had created a separation. This

separation was one that I could not rectify on my own.
At that moment He also allowed me to see the death
that freed me. He allowed my eyes to be open to the
true sacrifice made on my behalf. On behalf of all of
us. I don’t know how many of you have experienced
that but it’s not something that should be taken lightly.
So feeling the weight of that you would think that
would be the end of the rebellion for me. Unfortunately, even as a saved sinner, often times I’m not a
whole lot different from a teenager embarrassed to be
hugged by their daddy in front of their friends. I hide
from Him, I pretend I can keep the motives of my actions from His eyes. Excuses? Plenty of them. I make
so many other things more important than making sure
to say thank you, good morning, goodnight and I love
you in between. I fail to go to Him to ask forgiveness,
I simply let things slide. I fail to relish every blessing
He gives.
How about you, do you feel like you earned it, deserved it, so it’s yours with no one to thank? Is that
commonplace in your life? Are you afraid to show
your need and desire for God in your life? Do you shy
from telling your non-Christian friends about God’s
love? Will you pray to Him in the open or keep that
just for at home? Do you give grace to those around
you, without taking the glory for it? Do you receive
blessings and in return bless others? Not for a thank
you or pat on the back but that they might feel the
Lord’s love through that blessing? Do you live to recognize the mercy you’ve received and in that offer
mercy as well?
Those are the questions laid on my heart as I prayed
that day and several times since. If I’m honest the answer to most of those questions is not very impressive.
Fortunately for me and all of you, our value in His
eyes isn’t given by whether we answer any of those
questions in a favorable way. In fact, our value has
little to do with us. He knows that we can’t fix this on
our own, so there is Jesus. Our value was shown to us
in the cross. It was given in His blood. A way back to
the Father. Christ gave us that way. He is the way! So
stop hiding already! Turn to Him, repent and rest easy
as He welcomes you home.
Father thank you for your blessings. Father, I pray
that we would fall into those open arms, receive your
love and share it. That your name would be on our lips
and in our hearts all our days. Thank you for life. For
breath. In His name! Amen!
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