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Our church exists to glorify
God by being and making
disciples who make disciples
(Mat. 28:19-20). We strive
to fulfill our mission by three
main efforts: Bringing people
into a personal relationship
with Jesus; building one another up to become mature
followers of Jesus; Branching out to the community
and world with the gospel.
We call ‘em the B3s: bring in,
build up and branch out.
We have three overarching values that inform how we bring
in, build up and branch out...
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• Gospel Truth. We are committed to the truth of scripture, and believe it’s central
message is the Gospel, the
message of God’s gracious
work to redeem sinners.
• Gospel Community. We are
committed to knowing, loving, and serving one another
as brothers and sisters united
in Christ.
• Gospel Mission. Individually and corporately, we are
committed to declaring and
demonstrating the Gospel to
our communities, our cities,
and the nations.
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The App
Get the Grace App
Search “Graceb3” in
your app store or go to
graceb3.org/app

Welcome

In mid-May, I planted our vegetable garden in one day.
I counted that I planted 38 plants, which, as I just counted, elicited a verbal response from myself, “Why did I do
that?” That’s a lot of plants. Honestly, I am not planning
on all of them making it though. Some will get mowed
down by critters, others just won’t take root and others
just won’t produce very much.
Every time I step into my garden to do a spot of work,
God meets me there and reminds me of His words or
teaches me a new depth to His words. This year I planted six “direct sow” plants. “Direct sow” are the plants
where you dig a shallow hole, put a few tid bits in the
ground and say a prayer that they’ll germinate, grow
and produce. That thought hit me square in the face.
In 1 Cor. 3:6 Paul uses an agrarian metaphor to explain
discipleship from the perspective of the discipler. He
says, “I planted the seed and Apollos watered it, but
God made it grow. So neither he who plants nor he
who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things
grow.” What we sow today depends on Him, not me.
Whether I am faithful to plant and water, that remains
to be seen day by day.
We’re glad you chose to come in today. If you’re new
here, we have services on our North Liberty Campus at
8, 9:30 & 11 AM and our Downtown Campus at 5 PM.
Stop by our Info Desk in the Foyer or the Connect table
Downtown to ask questions and meet someone new.

Welcome to Grace Community
Chelsy Reed

Social Media
Connect on Facebook
We have a BIG Facebook
group for the whole church.
graceb3.org/facebook
Follow Along on Instagram
@graceb3

Subscriptions
Subscribe to get the
Insider express delivered to
your inbox on the first
of every month at
bit.ly/subscribe2insider

Editorial
CHELSY REED
Editor in Chief
JUDY BIEKER
Operations Editor
JEAN KEELEY
Technical Editor

Contributors
Alan Bourne & Brooks
Simpson
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STAFF BIO

Melanie Safly
Connections Administrative
Assistant
Melanie Safly joined staff in 2017
and uses her love of details and
organizing to help folks get
connected in meaningful ways at
Grace. Before she joined staff she
was a leader in our Mother’s of
Preschoolers (MOPS) ministry for
several years and is now a part of
Moms Next (similar but for moms of
school aged kiddos).
She has been part of Grace since
2009 along with her husband Mark
and daughters Paige and Alaina.
She loves that Grace feels like family
and is a place to hear biblical truth
that challenges folks to live their
lives in ways that serve God both
at home and in the community.
Melanie volunteers at her
daughters’ school and loves
training them to love and follow
God with their whole hearts. The
family enjoys spending time visiting grandparents and camping in
the summer.
Melanie is super excited to be attending the 2019 Country Music
Festival this year (early June) in
Nashville, Tennessee. She’s a country
girl at heart. While she’s down there
she’ll probably enjoy getting some
Nashville hot chicken, maybe take
in Deg Thai, the Thai food truck on
the scene in Nashville (Thai food is
her favorite). She loves spice and
will try most foods once, so she’s a
bit of a culinary adventurer.
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TALENT

Matt Goodale has been married to Jackie for 20 years. They have five kids:
Madelyn, Harrison, Moses and Reagan
(twins), and Harlow. Matt is the Public Works Director for the City of West
Branch. His department is in charge of
all operations, maintenance and repairs
of city streets, water, wastewater,
parks, and the municipal cemetery. He
also owns and operates a small business doing affidavit water and wastewater operations.

by Chelsy Reed

fresh talent

The first time Matt came to Grace he actually
was repelled by the conviction he felt during
a sermon and didn’t want to come back, ever.
He says, “That first time I attended Grace my
wife and I were separated. She had started
coming with her parents and receiving counseling
through Grace. I was angry. I was full of pride. I
was running.”
“At some point, God changed my heart, opened
my eyes.” With much help from counseling
at Grace, Matt and Jackie’s relationship was
reconciled and restored. Now they are raising
their kids together. Matt says, “Jackie is truly a
blessing” in his life. Those are wonderful words
for a husband to say of his wife, are they not?
Matt currently serves at Grace as a co-leader
of the Safety and Security team. You also
may recognize his name because he writes
devotionals that we occasionally publish in the
Grace Insider too. There was one in the May
issue. One of the quirky bits that Matt has
shared about himself is that he’s a bit of a tree
nerd. He really digs planting trees and watching
them grow and change in due season.

Back: Moses, Matt, Madelyn Front; Harrison, Harlow, Jackie and Reagan

Matt Goodale
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times
TIMES

getting to know grace

Join us at Getting to Know Grace to hear God’s
story, learn Grace’s story and share your story.
This is a great starting point to get connected
and plugged in at Grace. Through the summer
this event is on the first Sunday of every month
and kids are welcome to attend (nursery through
pre-k classes available).
June 2 | 11 AM | room 306 | graceb3.org/gtkg

kids summer schedule

During the summer we try to give all of our
school year volunteers a break from serving in
children’s ministry. We recruit a summer team
and schedule less classes. During the summer
we will still have nursery, 2s, 3s, and pre-k for
all services in North Liberty. If you’re willing to
serve with our kids we ask that you serve once
a month. You can do this over the summer or
during the school year too. Please contact Cindy
Sulwer for more details at cindys@graceb3.org
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June 2 through August 25

backyard bible club

Backyard Bible Clubs (BBC) are
Grace’s version of Vacation Bible
School. Instead of meeting at a
church campus we meet in backyards and invite the whole neighborhood to join in the fray as we declare
and demonstrate God to kids (and
ourselves). Adults are encouraged to
volunteer helping with crafts, teaching, games and loving on littles.
details on pg. 18-19

seasoned sisters picnic

Come join us as we look into the
Proverbs to hear God’s wisdom and
how to grow in wisdom in our own
lives as we prepare for the days
ahead.
June 15 | 10am-12pm

How Do I Belong?

Grace Downtown | Summer 2019

June June

16

meal & mingle
Stay after service to talk
with someone outside of
your current community
group. Mingle among one
another to catch up on life.

30

July

14

discover
hangout
Please bring your favorite
summer dish to the meal
after service. Take this
time to talk with community group leaders about
their group.

21

serve
commitment
sunday
Last fall we challenged
everyone at Grace to
commit to a two-year
holistic discipleship initiative, Momentum. This
summer we’re asking
Downtown to commit to
an area to serve. If we belong to one another then
together we will serve
one another.
graceb3.org/DTserve

Aug
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groups
commitment
sunday
If we belong to one another then together we
will serve one another.
In the same discipleship
vein, we’re asking everyone to sign-up, switch, or
stay with a community
group.

graceb3.org/DTgroups

DOWNTOWN TIMES

After service, we encourage everyone to hang
around as we talk about
community group exploration. We will dig into why
we commit to community
groups and what the mission for being together in
real time looks like.

July
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by Chelsy Reed

Treasure

[

We’re going for complete transparency and at
the same time trying to avoid utter bore war.

At the end of April, we mailed out 1220
Momentum updates. We’re aiming to
send these out every three months so
that everyone knows where we’re at
with our Momentum goals and giving.
If you’re already giving at Grace (as of
November 2018) you even got a personal giving snapshot on the back of your
update. Oooo lah lah, so fancy.

]

What we have to report is this: overall
our actuals for the year are good. We
ended upside, in the black, deep exhale. However, some of our budget categories were overspent. Meaning...
plan - cost ≠ 0

If you didn’t get an update in the mail
and would like one, please contact our
office at office@graceb3.org so that we
can make sure we have your mailing
address and such in our system so we
don’t miss you next time. We created
an online version of the update that can
be found at graceb3.org/momentum.
In the April Update we printed the
little gauge you see
here. The gauge
is a reminder of
our two-year goal,
6.8M dollars and it
shows our progress
as of March 31, 2019.
As of then we have
actually received 1.6M
towards that goal in the bank. Looking
good, Grace!
Now, because our fiscal year starts in
April and the Insider has a pretty tight
writing/editing/printing timeline,
we’re just now getting the final data
in from the last fiscal year (April 2018 March 2019).
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Because of the financial discipleship
that happened this past year, everything shook out okay, but really you
want to get dollars planned and dollars
spent to equal out. That equation might
get a whole lot closer this year though
because of the folks who’ve submitted a
commitment card. Here’s why:
When you make a personal budget
there’s a basic sort of equation to follow.
You start with income and then begin
subtracting expenses and if you end up
equal or with leftover money then you
have some fun stewardship decisions
to make. If you end up negative then
you cancel some subscriptions, restrict
how many times per month you can go
to restaurants or movies or something

TREASURE

Check out the
Momentum stories...
graceb3.org/momentum

like that so that the budget balances. The
church budget is fairly similar in theory
but with different categories.
When folks submitted commitment
cards, the church staff and Financial
Review Committee got a much clearer
picture than we ever have before of the
starting amount in the “income” section.
For the first time in many years it’s actually bigger than the maintenance of what
we’re already doing. Similar to when you
have unexpected income in your budget,
you choose where it goes. You might put
some away for house repairs or finish a
goal that you’ve been slowly saving towards. We haven’t really had that happen until now. Utilizing the plan that
was laid out during the initial Momentum sermon series (remember the buckets?) we’re currently in a place where we
can both grow and maintain.
This will depend on a few things: staff
stewardship, careful budget planning,
and continued generosity. We’re already
implementing a few new things on the
staff side to have the most up-to-date information when we’re making monthly
spending decisions. The Financial Review Committee and the staff put in lots
of work in the winter months of this year
to really hone and refine our budget for
the 2019-2020 fiscal year. And now we all
are responsible for living generously as
disciples who’ve been generously given
to by the one God that we serve.

If you have any questions about the updates, giving, budgeting or anything, we’d love to connect
with you and answer your questions. The man
on the frontlines of giving questions is our Business Director, Caleb Stamp. Call or email him at
319.626.2040 || calebs@graceb3.org
9

SERMON FORECAST

by Pastor
Brooks Simpson

Are we there yet?

Sermon
Forecast
Kingdom citizens look a certain way and do not look another way. June’s parables will
show us what the marks of a
kingdom citizen look like.

School is out and it is
time for summer. If you
are packing up the family trickster and headed
on vacation your kids
will eventually ask if
you have arrived at your
destination. You will, of
course, tell them no, and
with the advent of GPS
technology, you can tell
them what time you will
arrive. If you are headed
west to the Rockies you
can tell the kids that you
will know we are getting
close when you start to
see the mountains. Give
them something to look
for so they are scanning the horizon instead
of asking you the same
questions a million times.
As we take this journey
through the parables
of Jesus, the common
question is, “Are we
there yet?” We have
learned what the kingdom is and how to gain
entrance, but how do
you know when you are
in? What should you
look for?
Our first few parables of
the series have focused
on the nature of the
kingdom of God.
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SERMON FORECAST

Kingdom parables
in June

A special body-life sermon
will feature on June 2.

The Good Samaritan - Workers in the Vineyard
- The Rich Fool - Rich Man & Lazarus

We have identified that the Kingdom
of God is the rule and reign of Jesus.
We have discussed that our response
to the gospel determines our entrance.
We have discovered that no one starts
in the kingdom but all are welcome. We
have learned that God pursues those
farthest from the kingdom and desires
His followers to possess His heart for
those outside the kingdom.
We know what the kingdom is and how
a person gains entrance, but what
does a kingdom citizen look like? Jesus
taught His disciples to pray:

Matthew 6:9–10 Pray then like this:
“Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your
name. Your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.
What does doing His will on earth look
like? It is one thing to understand the
nature of the kingdom and how a person gains entrance but what if a person
doesn’t desire or ever get around to do-

ing God’s will? Are they truly citizens
of the kingdom? Does a profession of
citizenship make one a citizen?
June’s parables will show us what to
look for, kind of like seeing mountains on
the horizon. You will know you are in the
kingdom when you see ________. If you
don’t see ________ you can tell yourself
you are almost there as much as you
like but you are headed the wrong way.
Kingdom citizens look a certain way and
do not look another way. June’s parables will show us what the marks of a
kingdom citizen look like. The first two
parables will show us a contrast between those who think they are in the
kingdom but are not, with those who
demonstrate their citizenship by how
they live. We will close out the month
by looking at two disturbing parables
that highlight individuals who assumed
their citizenship only to discover after
they’ve died that they had it wrong all
along.
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SERMON NOTES

June 2
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June 9
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June 16

14

SERMON NOTES

June 23
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SERMON

June 30
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GETTING TO KNOW GRACE

17

BACKYARD BIBLE CLUBS

graceb3.org/bbc

Backyard

Bible Clubs
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BACKYARD BIBLE CLUBS

Prepare for takeoff...
kids 3 years to 6th grade
Landing Site #1
North Liberty, 172 Lockmoor Circle June 17-19, 6:30-8:00pm
Landing Site #2
Coralville, North Ridge Park Shelter June 17-20, 6:30-8:00pm
Landing Site #3
North Liberty, Deerfield Park July 7-10, 6:30-8:00pm
Landing Site #4
North Liberty, 515 Pinehurst Lane July 14-17, 6:30-8:00pm

56 i.e. the 5th & 6th Grades
Landing Site #5
North Liberty, Grace North Liberty August 18, 1-3pm

Student Ministry • Grades 7 to 12
Landing Site #6
North Liberty, Grace North Liberty August 18, 4-7pm

serve and register at

graceb3.org/bbc
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WOMEN OF GRACE ON FACEBOOK

facebook for the ladies

getgraceb3.org/women
social

What you’ll find in the Women of Grace Facebook Group
are leading ladies posting
some weekly talking points.
Titus Two Tuesdays are
posts written by our more
seasoned sisters and are
sprinkled with encouragement from gals who’ve
been around the block.
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Grace Women’s Ministry
desires to glorify God by equipping and encouraging each
woman to know Christ personally
and to live out His purpose in
all aspects of her life.

This group is intended to be
a safe place to connect with
women of Grace and to
enhance, but not replace,
in-person relationships among
women at Grace.

You’ll also see sermon reflections, typically on Mondays, that glance back at
the sermon and some takeaways. You can pair these
with the main page posts
for Read It Ahead to get a
jump on what’s coming next
too, all with the goal of getting the scripture deeper
into our hearts.

And there’s lots more, like
What’s Up Wednesdays
where we give you the short
on church happenings you
won’t wanna miss. Their favorite things Fridays where
we spill about our favorites,
from weather apps to burger joints. Finally we share
prayer requests here too
so we can pray and stay together as women of Grace.

FIELD STAFF UPDATE

What’s up with the Bournes?

The last time that we published on the Bournes was
December 2018. A lot has happened. While this is true
for all the Field Staff that we write about it, has not been
“business as usual” for these folks.
In 2017 the Bournes had moved back from Thailand finding themselves in a two-year holding period for the adoption of their son, Pi. One of the many hurdles to adopting
their Thai son was that they had to live outside of the
States for two years, so they were living just south of the
states. However, in early 2018 an opportunity presented
itself for them to adopt two more boys from Thailand and
they moved back to initiate that process.
For the last year Alan has been working in his mission job
and Pearl has been doing a lot of caring and running for
the boys, Levi and Mat. Through much prayer and the sovereign hand of God orchestrating many circumstances,
these boys will not be adopted by the Bournes. A lot of
this is due to the fact that the boys are older than normal
adoption age and the adoption process can take years
to finish. There was a more-than-likely chance that by the
time all the hoops for adoption had been jumped through
the boys would legally be too old to adopt.
While this news was very unsettling, heartbreaking and
disappointing, Pearl and Alan are trusting in God’s
sovereignty and goodness, and that He has a plan for
these boys.
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FIELD STAFF UPDATE

The Bournes are coming home, as Alan can do his missions job from
their homestate of Colorado, and they’ve officially fulfilled the out
of country time they needed to complete for their full adoption of
Pi. In their most recent update they’ve asked for prayer over the
wrapping up of the immigration and citizenship portion of their
journey in adopting Pi. They’ve also noted that the praise be to
God for providing clarity and confirmations with Levi and Mat.
They also ask for ongoing prayer for these boys as they’ve gone
into new foster homes in their home country.

They’re coming home

If you’d like to get updates on the Bournes emailed to you
monthy, just let us know and we’ll help you get on their list.
Email judyb@graceb3.org or chat us online!
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NEW STAFF AHOY!

Maggie Baker
Jesus Follower. Wife. Mom.
and now the Publicity Communication
Specialist at Grace Community Church!

The Fam

the man with a plan
Grant Baker

the pistol
Azariah Baker

Maggie Baker lives in Iowa City and has
been coming to Grace since 2008. She is
originally from Hong Kong and came to the
states to study at a university. After a shorter
stint in California, Maggie chose to move
her education to the University of Iowa. The
genuine community and gospel-centered
teaching at Grace is what drew Maggie in
and became the reason that she became a
member of the church.
Maggie’s role on staff, generally speaking, is
to manage social media, handle the publicity
planning process and work on projects that
need her mad skills.

the foodie
Levi Baker

the newest
Audrianna
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