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Our church exists to glorify
God by being and making
disciples who make disciples
(Mat. 28:19-20). We strive
to fulfill our mission by three
main efforts: bringing people
into a personal relationship
with Jesus; building one another up to become mature
followers of Jesus; branching out to the community
and world with the gospel.
We call ‘em the B3s: Bring In,
Build Up and Branch Out.
We have three overarching values that inform how we bring
in, build up and branch out...
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• Gospel Truth. We are committed to the truth of scripture, and believe its central
message is the Gospel, the
message of God’s gracious
work to redeem sinners.
• Gospel Community. We are
committed to knowing, loving, and serving one another
as brothers and sisters united
in Christ.
• Gospel Mission. Individually and corporately, we are
committed to declaring and
demonstrating the Gospel to
our communities, our cities,
and the nations.
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I NEEDED HELP.
Praying has never been a super strong suit for
me. I go in and out of seasons where I am faithful and then seasons where I am hit and miss.
My mind wanders. I get bored and then my
ability to will myself into obedience wanes.
Sound familiar?
About a month ago I was listening to one of
my favorite podcasts (something which I find
easy to be faithful in, annoyingly enough) and
one of the pastors recommended this book. He
said that it changed his prayer life forever. And
I thought, “Mmhmm, right a just a simple book
to fix my lifelong prayer struggle.”
But I read it, because I respect the guy who
recommended it. And ya know what? It has
changed my prayer life. The basic theory: praying through the Bible, especially the Psalms,
means that you can go at least 150 days without praying the same old words about the same
old things. There’s this book’s method, which
you can follow if you like, but the point is that
change can happen even in old habits of folks
who’ve been praying for a long time. Praise the
Lord, He is making all things new!

Chelsy Reed
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STAFF BIO

Steve Scheperle
Downtown Campus Pastor
Steve Scheperle serves as one
of the Downtown Campus Pastors and is involved in numerous
groups within Grace. With a BA in
Biblical Studies, an MA in Theology and a Ph.D. in Religious Studies, Steve enjoys helping others
develop a greater understanding
and love for God and the gospel.
He is passionate about pursuing
theological questions in the midst
of community, whether with Christians or those interested in Christ.
Steve and Mindy have been attending Grace since 2008 and Steve
joined staff in 2014. They have
two children, Samuel and Sydney.
Together Steve and Mindy lead a
community group in their home.
Steve is a musical Steve. He actually entered onto the scene of
church ministry in high school and
went on to get a minor in church
music while at Bible college. After college his first job was as a
Youth and Music Pastor. He plays
electric and acoustic guitars, and
sometimes Downtown if you look
at his shoes you’ll see him rocking the foot tambourine as well.
Steve says that the best part of
being part of the music ministry is
the friendships you develop whilst
making music together.
Steve also has been an adjuct
teacher at St. Ambrose University
and this fall he will be teaching
Judiasm, Christianity and Islam at
the University of Iowa. The class
provides a fabulous avenue into
missional living on the University
of Iowa Campus.
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ON A MISSION

THE MACINTYRES
IN THE MIDDLE EAST
Fifteen years ago, the MacIntyres weren’t sure how
they’d even begin raising a family in the Middle East.
It’s been a while now and we’ve rejoiced with them to
for the faith, hope and love the He is building into all of
their hearts through the process of rearing children in
country. Conrad (who is almost 18) graduates this year
and plans to attend the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs next fall. Cameron (16) plays guitar and
keeps ‘em laughing with his dry humor. Cristina (14)
keeps the family organized and quietly excels in school
and Chloe (10) brings much joy through her bubbly
spirit. What a blessing children are!
Please continue to pray for their kids. Since we’re on
the kids subject, the school that the Mac kids go to is
in need of teachers. Lisa used to work at this school
full time and has pulled back to be more readily available at home and at their business. If you would join
with us in prayer for God’s provision in God’s timing in
providing additional teachers. Pray that the teachers
would be people of character and that would have a
heart for raising school children up in love and good
deeds.
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GOING ZAMBIA

“Let your light shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds
and glorify your Father in heaven.”
Matthew 5:16
Every Tribe. Every Tongue. Every Nation.
That’s the goal. Nothing less.
Every year we send the ‘called out ones’
on trips all around the globe. Sometimes
they visit Field Staff to encourage them
and other times they visit a partner organization and serve them.
We do this because reaching every tribe,
tongue and nation takes a mighty large
army, and the staff of J-Life in Zambia
said they could really use our help.
Pray about going.
If you’ve never been on a short-term trip
before, really pray about it. You go thinking you’re going to be a blessing and
then you realize the blessing was also
poured out on you.

Trip Leaders: Pastor Tom & Glenda Widmer
Trip Dates: November 20 - December 1
Cost: $2000/person
Registration Deadline: September 1
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graceb3.org/zambia

GOING ZAMBIA

It's not just the goers who serve...
There are people that go and people that send and they are
all from Grace. If going to Zambia this year isn’t feasible you
don’t have to count yourself out from the blessing of serving
the J-Life Zambia Campus staff.

How can you serve?
We’re looking for sponsors
to purchase 24 soccer team
uniforms, because soccer is a
pretty big deal in Zambia.

Help gather children’s,
youth and small adult
clothing sizes... oh and
soccer balls... cannot
forget those.

Financially support a
Zambia team member if
you get a support letter.

Questions?
Contact Pastor Tom
for more info or to
help at...
tomw@graceb3.org

Donate or help raise
money for a few building projects on the J-Life
Zambia Campus.
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TALENT

TALENT
RYNE CARLSON
“We were looking for a church when we
moved to Iowa City and we stayed at
Grace because we felt strong community and heard a focus on the word. We
were also drawn in by the passion for
planting churches and missions.”

Ryne Carlson and his wife, Bianca have
been coming to Grace for nearly three
years. They came to us because Ryne is
studying Music Theory at the University
of Iowa and Bianca is a Physician’s Assistant. They have a two-and-a-half year
old son, Lucas, who loves everything
that goes: trains, buses, cars and trucks.
The Carlsons quickly became members of Grace after deciding to call it
home and got involved serving with
Friends of International Students (FIS).
Something like 75% of international students that come to the US to study can
spend many years in the states without
ever seeing the inside of an American’s
home. FIS is aimed at changing that
trend by inviting people at Grace to partner with them and ‘adopt’ a student.
The Carlson’s partnered with FIS and
paired up with a student from China
last year. They’ve been able to build a relationship with their student by doing
everyday activities together, like sharing a meal or visiting a local attraction.
It’s been an incredible opportunity for
them to learn about another culture
and share the gospel in the process.
Thank you, Carlsons for serving!
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SAVED PEOPLE SERVE PEOPLE

You may think that Grace
has armies of volunteers,
but we’ve always got room
for more people to join the
team of serving people
serving people. God gifts
His children, not for their
own benefit, but to serve
those around them in their
family of faith and in the
community. So if you’re not
serving, check out the serve
link below, and even if you
don’t think you’re particularly
“gifted” you need to start
somewhere, so dive in and
see what God does as you
faithfully serve.

start somewhere

GRACEB3.ORG/SERVE

or
serve with fis

GRACEB3.ORG/FIS
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SHEET MUSIC

SHEET MUSIC
by Zack Stanton

Singing new songs during worship can
be odd, especially if you’d never ever
put a microphone in front of your face.
So as we introduce brand new songs
we’ll be including “sheet music” to
preview new songs and give you the
notes. Even for those who don’t read
music, you can follow the shape of the
melody and the relative length of the
notes.
It is also something you can keep
in your Bible and come back to
throughout the month during personal
devotions. Sometimes songs move us
to a deeper level of worship of the one
true King, so give it a try and see how
it goes.
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SHEET MUSIC
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SERMON FORECAST

Sermon Forecast

by pastor jason blackley

As we finish up our series on “The Kingdom Parables” we can look back and think about some common themes in these parables - there are many.
One that continues to rise to the top is that
someone comes to Jesus hoping to get something for themselves. In “The Good Samaritan” the
lawyer hopes to “justify himself” (Luke 10). In the
“Rich Fool” a man wants Jesus to rule in a matter about his inheritance against his brother. As
we read these accounts it is easy for us, like the
Pharisee in the temple, to say “Glad I’m not like
that guy.” However, we do not have to think long
about our own lives and motivations to see how
we do the same. We often come to God hoping to
get something from Him. Here is the irony: when
we approach Him with selfish motives, we often
do not get what we want. Yet, when we humble
ourselves before Him, something incredibly gracious takes place. He gives us what we actually
need, He is glorified, and others are blessed as
well.

August 4
August 18

The Unmerciful Servant

Two Sons

Matthew 18:21-35

Matthew 21:28-32
August 11

Wedding Feast

Matthew 22:1-14/
Mark 14:15-24

Double
Feature
August 25

The Ten Virgins

Matthew 25:1-13

&

The Sheep & Goats

Matthew 25:31-46
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SERMON FORECAST

Kingdom Parables
This serves not only as a helpful reflection on our series that wraps up in August, but also prepares our hearts and
minds for what is to come. We will begin
this fall by looking back at what God has
done over the last year through our Momentum initiative, who God has called
us to be as a church, and the story
of God in the over-arching narrative of
scripture. These will be helpful for us as
individuals, families, community groups
and as a church. However, if our focus
is solely on our knowledge, giving, heart,
or life, we will miss something. The point
of the parables, Momentum, this church,
and the narrative of scripture is God. His
glory. His work. His purposes. If we miss
that, we will miss everything. The God
of the universe invites us into relationship with Him and then calls us to be
about His purposes. What a privilege.
What a grace.
Please pray that this fall we would see
what God has for us in light of who He
is! Pray that we would remember the
good news and share it with others for
the glory of God!
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SERMON NOTES

August 4
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SERMON NOTES

August 11
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SERMON NOTES

August 18
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SERMON NOTES

August 25
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TREASURE

TREASURE

We’re going for complete transparency and at
the same time trying to avoid utter bore war.
By Chelsy Reed

It finally happened. Mr. Money Man asked
me to talk about something that the
treasure tagline says we’re not gonna
really pick apart with tweezers... something
(queue the suspenseful-mystery-big-reveal
music) boring.
Maybe the picture book approach will
help if you’re not all fired up about maintenance, HVAC, gas, electric, cleaning
supplies bills. It’s basically all of the things
that you spend a lot of “unexpected money” on when you buy your first home. We
do that. Plus we’re in a ‘don’t lose it, reuse
it’ mode with every single update that we
do to our current North Liberty facility.
We’re doing things that we can transplant
to a new one to cut overall costs. Yup. It’s
important, and the budget snapshot to
prove it is here.

Oh darn, are those details too
small to read? You can see a big
version of the chart at ...
graceb3.org/facitily-budget-2019
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TREASURE

But let’s talk about something that has a little more flare. The...

Building Update
Let’s dive in. On July 28 we invited everyone into the backstage of the
building process with us at the All Church Building Update. If you
missed it you can watch it on replay (available August 8) at graceb3.
org/building-updates. At the meeting we shared floor plans for what
is currently looking like a three phase project (because of funding)
the process we will use to select a general contractor (the same
process we did for selecting our architectural firm) and narrowing
down to one financial institution for our building loan. There’s a lot
of work to be done in our lives and on the building. We’re looking
forward to the one-year anniversary of Momentum to remember
and reorient why we are undertaking this giant task.

How to Give

If you’ve never given before or need to try a different method:
Text to Give. Just text a dollar amount to “84321”. You’ll
do an initial set-up if it’s your first time, but after that giving
is as easy as texting a friend.

Questions?

Recurring Giving Online. Go to graceb3.org/give and
there’s a button that will help you schedule your giving to
come out at your perferred frequency and timing.

Whenever you’re in
trouble just ring for
help and Caleb
(previously referred
to as Mr. Money
Man) is on the case!
319.626.2040 or
calebs@graceb3.org

Giving Online. The place where you set up recurring
giving is also the place where you can do one-time gifts.
If the amount you give every month or week changes, you
can adjust for that by doing a different amount every time
you give using ‘one-time’ gifts.
You’re always more than welcome to give by cash or check too.
For all the number people.

19

THRIVE CLASSES | FALL 2019

THRIVE
EQUIPPING
CLASSES
“To equip the saints for the work of ministry” that is why
we have Thrive classes at Grace. Thrive classes work out
the equipping portion of Ephesians 4:12. Every spring
and fall we offer a lineup of classes that are geared at
personal growth and helping others grow in their ability
to be in Christ and His ambassadors on earth.
Classes start September 15.

register at graceb3.org/thrive

THE LINEUP
INSTRUMENTS IN THE REDEEMER’S HANDS
A hands-on, discussion-based class that goes through
Paul Tripp’s book of the same name. We are all
people in need of change seeking to help others in
need of change, and we can only thrive as humble
instruments in the hands of our Redeemer.

8:00 AM • OFFSITE AT HERITAGE

BIBLICAL SOUL CARE
Biblical Soul Care will give you tools and practice
on engaging others with God’s Word for the purpose of seeing restoration, healing and missional
living in their lives.

9:30 AM • OFFSITE AT HERITAGE

MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR MARRIAGE
Two out of every three counseling cases we get at
Grace are for marriage counseling. We believe every marriage needs help at some time or another.
Knowing the purpose of marriage and how to love
your spouse with a Christ-centered love is crucial
to a growing, healthy marriage.

8 AM • OFFSITE AT HERITAGE

SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY
This course is designed to help people grow in their
knowledge of God and the doctrines of the Bible.
It is designed to teach the doctrines and how to
apply them to the life of a disciple. This class is for
anyone in the Leadership Pipeline and is also for
anyone else who wants to learn theology.
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8 AM • OFFSITE AT HERITAGE

GOSPEL-CENTERED MISSIONS

THRIVE CLASSES | FALL 2019

Discover God’s heart for the nations and the role
we play in taking the gospel to the people in all the
world. This is a great course if you are thinking about
being involved in missions, planning to go on a missions trip soon or if you want to be missional in your
neighborhood as well.

9:30 AM • OFFSITE AT HERITAGE

SANCTIFICATION: HELPING OTHERS GOING
THROUGH SUFFERING AND CHANGE
This class will walk through the journey of what
the sanctification process looks like for those redeemed by Christ. This is a leadership development class open to anyone who has taken the
Soul Care class and is leading or will be leading
other people spiritually. This includes community
group leaders, children’s and student ministry
leaders, biblical counselors or those training for
biblical counseling.

11:00 AM • OFFSITE AT HERITAGE

TOOLBAR
How do I study my Bible so that it changes me?
Toolbar is a four-week class that will answer that
question with practical tools and a “see one, do one,
teach one” class plan. In the Fall 2019 session of
Toolbar we’ll cover how to approach Old Testament
Narrative because the Women’s Bible Study in fall
2019 and spring 2020 is on Genesis.

9:30 AM • OFFSITE AT HERITAGE

PREPARING FOR MARRIAGE
This class is for couples who are planning to be married soon. We will be teaching through the book “Tying the Knot” by Rob Green and will work through
each area of a couple’s life together. We will look
at how to live for Christ in communication, conflict
resolution, finances, sexual intimacy and more.

9:30 AM • OFFSITE AT HERITAGE

GRACE MEN’S INSTITUTE

This is our foundational class for understanding Biblical manhood. We will cover four areas of a man’s
life shown in the Bible, how each of these areas is
designed by God, and what it looks like for a man to
practically apply God’s design to his life. If you have
never taken this class, we would strongly encourage
you to make this your first stop! This class is designed
for men of all ages. We encourage dads with teenage
sons to take this class together.

11 AM • OFFSITE AT HERITAGE
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TIMES OF AUGUST
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TIMES OF AUGUST

TIMES &
HAPPENINGS
01 All men are invited to breakfast on Saturday,
August 24 from 7:30-9 AM. We’ll spend time in God’s
Word, hearing testimonies and discovering your next
step in your walk. graceb3.org/breakfast
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02 Foster families and Safe Families can come “shop”
for free at our annual fall clothing give away from 9-11
AM on August 17 in the gym at our North Liberty campus. graceb3.org/giveaway
03 We’re celebrating baptisms and inviting y’all to
join in as we celebrate and swim! Party is Sunday,
August 4 from 6-9 PM at the North Liberty Rec Center.
All families welcome.graceb3.org/events
04 Join us at Getting to Know Grace to hear God’s
story, learn Grace’s story and share your story. This is a
great starting point to get connected and plugged in
at Grace. On Sunday August 4 at 11 AM in North Liberty
campus room 306. graceb3.org/gtkg
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05 It’s group commitment night on the Downtown
campus on Sunday August 4 after the service.
graceb3.org/belong
06 You’ve probably been hearing and seeing references to “Momentum”. We’d like to honor you with a
special lunch while we share about what the Momentum initiative is and what to expect this fall and in the
coming years. If you missed Momentum 2018 you’ll
want to catch this lunch on Sunday August 25 at 12:30
PM at the Tin Roost. graceb3.org/onramp
07 Gaining Momentum Fall Kick-Off is for everyone
at Grace. You are invited to celebrate our Momentum
initiative and our upcoming 1-year anniversary plans!
Monday August 26 at 6:30 PM. graceb3.org/kickoff
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08 High school students, looking for something to do
after the football game on August 30? 5th Quarter at
Grace Community Church parking lot has food, inflatable games like joust and obstacle course, 3:3 basketball tournaments, dodgeball plus a whole more from
9-11:30 PM. graceb3.org/5qt
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Grace Community Church
graceb3.org • graceb3 app
319.626.2040
2707 Dubuque St. NE
North Liberty, IA 52317
26 E Market St.
Iowa City, IA 52245

Sundays North Liberty 8, 9:30 & 11 AM and Downtown 5PM

