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Global Outreach

From the Abrahamse Family: “My sisters and 
brothers, in light of COVID and the challenges it 
has brought on, if things are not working in your 
context you cannot ignore this. I am praying for a 
spirit (the Spirit) of creativity and for discernment 
on what He wants done in each context. COVID and 
our times pose a great opportunity to be innovative 
and explore new ideas to implement Jesus' model. 
I am excited to see what comes out of these times. 
Let's share the ideas the Lord is giving us as we 
help churches mobilise disciplemaking movements 
across Africa.”  

Join forces with other brothers 
and sisters in Christ as we lift 
our voices to the Lord for our 
Field Staff! Join us in person at 
the North Liberty Campus, or 
on our monthly Zoom call. 
All are welcome.

DATE & TIME:
Third Sundays at 11AM
LOCATION: 
North Liberty Campus or Zoom
ZOOM MEETING ID: 
882 8352 8964
Passcode: 574051

By Pastor Paul and Amy Hansen

Pictured above: 
A recent training 
in Togo, Africa.



Pictured below: 
A recent training 

summit  in Nigeria.
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Prayer Requests

• Pray for protection of J-Life marriages, humility 
and wisdom for all those who lead J-Life;
• Pray for John and Lorna as they write material for 
additional resources;
• Pray for pioneering work in Egypt.

Who is J-Life?

Our ministry partner J-Life is equipping and mobilizing the local church in 
Africa. The following critical principles and values lie at the heart of the 
J-Life ministry philosophy: 

1. Jesus is our model
2. Disciplemaking is our mission
3. Love is our motive
4. Organic ministry is our method
5. The Holy Spirit is our means
6. Fruit is our measure

J-Life already has a presence in over 
30 countries across the continent.
Their vision for over the next 10 
years is to grow African leaders 
(2000) who are planted like trees in 
gateway cities (200) in countries 
(40) around the continent.

7. The gospel is our message
8. The church is our medium
9. Youth are our mandate
10. Relationships are our momentum
11. Leading servants is our motto
12. Kingdom obedience is our 
      distinctive mark
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Coming 
Up... The Hope for the Journey 

Conference will equip parents 
and caregivers meeting the 
everyday needs of children. It 
will help them journey further in 
their endeavors to be beacons of 
hope and encouragement for their 
own families as well as those 
surrounding them.

4/13
Hope for 
the Journey 
Conference
April 16 | 8AM-5PM
North Liberty Campus
Cost: $10/person

Register for events at 
graceb3.org/events
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Walking with those who are 
grieving can be confusing and 
complicated. Often it's difficult 
to know what to say or do that 
will bring gospel-driven hope 
without being trite or dismissive. 
In this training, we will give 
soul-care tools from God's word 
to equip you to skillfully and 
compassionately walk alongside 
folks who are suffering. This 
training can be applied in daily 
life. We'll do everything from the 
big picture to nitty-gritty 
role-playing; it'll be fun! Oh, and 
there's lunch provided!

This class is designed to equip 
parents who wish to dedicate 
themselves before the church 
to raise their children in the 
Lord. It will address the biblical 
foundation for dedication, 
the parent’s role, the church’s 
responsibility, and the rationale 
for why we do not practice 
infant baptism. This class must 
be taken before parents can 
participate in the dedication 
ceremony.

4/17
When They Grieve: 
Grief Avocate 
Training
April 17 | 8:30AM-2:30PM
North Liberty Campus or 
Online

4/25
Baby Dedication
April 25 | 11AM
Online
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swimmingupstream
This is the third and final entry in the series of 
prayer articles, entitled Swimming Upstream.

The first addressed the need to oppose the 
cultural movement of doubting the existence of 
God and His sovereignty. The second focused on 
choosing unity over division by allowing ourselves 
the emotion of anger, but not yielding to sin. This 
final topic addresses the need for the church to 
move forward in confidence, even though the world 
around us seeks to intimidate a faith-based life.

Anchoring the Offensive Line

I really thought the Kansas City Chiefs offense 
was going to be unstoppable again last season. 
But, as much as I hate to admit it, Tampa Bay put 
on an amazing defensive show and dominated 
this year’s Super Bowl. Granted, Mahommes was 
playing injured, but the Kansas City offense really 
didn’t show up and Brady put a bunch of points on 
the board.  Defense is important, but unless your 
offense is engaged, it is tough to win.  

My point? Too much of my spiritual life is spent on 
defense rather than offense.

As the stream of culture rolls over my life, I am too 
often just treading water and not moving forward. 
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swimmingupstream
By Pastor Tarryl Bockelman

I find myself intimidated by political structures, 
educational systems, and the growing cancel 
culture in our society. I don’t want a target on my 
forehead, so I opt for keeping my head down and 
my seat on the sidelines. But in my heart, I don’t 
think this is the life God talks about in John 10 
when He said, “I came that they might have life 
more abundantly.” That abundant life is also seen in 
Christ’s words in Matthew 16.

In an article entitled The Offensive Church, 
Grant Klinefelter points out that Jesus’ well 
known response to Peter in Matthew 16 is often 
misconstrued. After questioning Peter about the 
identity of Jesus He states, “And you are Peter and 
upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates 
of Hades will not prevail against it.” 

Klinefelter adds, ”I used to read this passage as 
if it said, ‘I will build my church and the powers of 
Hell shall not prevail against it.' But it doesn’t say 
powers, it says gates. Gates are used for defense. 
When Jesus says the gates of hell will not prevail, 
He is essentially saying the church should not be 
trying to defensively keep back the devil but the 
devil should be trying to defensively keep back the 
church. The gates are for Satan, not for Christians! 
Christians are called to be on the offense, not on 
the defense.”
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Klinefelter goes on to explain that being a Christian 
on the offensive is not just about being vocal on 
issues like abortion and racism. It means inviting 
a homeless person in for a meal, or “spending 
a Friday night at a bar with an alcoholic friend 
because its the only place you can find him to 
invest in his life. It means responding to God's call 
to serve Him even if that means going to the most 
dangerous country in the world.”

All of this focus has spurred me to think, and 
hopefully act, in a much more deliberate way. 
When an organization wants to be purposeful 
about its direction it develops a mission statement. 
This causes it to actively be moving forward in 
an offensive approach. So I decided maybe it is 
time for me to have my own personal mission 
statement. After some prayer, I was led to put an 
offensive strategy into words. I am asking the Lord 
to help me seek:

1. To consistently reach out to share the message 
of salvation through Christ.

2. To stand up for, and give myself to, the poor, the 
powerless, and those who are oppressed physically, 
spiritually, or politically anywhere in the world.

3. To active oppose the slide of culture (Satan's 
domain) whenever it threatens the first two 
priorities above.

After completing this, I have already noticed a 
difference in how I am focused on moving forward 
with an offensive stance. I'm praying that keeping 
the target in front of me will help me be more 
deliberate. I'm praying I will live my life less in a 
mode of defense, not tossed here and there by 
every wind of doctrine. (Ephesians 4:14)



When They Grieve
Walking Alongside Those Who Suffer

By Aimee Marino,
Biblical Counseling Director

A few years ago, I found myself sitting beside 
a dear friend on the floor of the room she had 
planned to turn into a nursery. “My surgery didn’t 
go well. The mass spread in my abdomen, and 
the surgeons had to take out more than they had 
planned, which means… it’s not possible anymore 
for me to have children.” A deafening silence 
followed those words. My heart broke with her, 
and I was paralyzed. I was acutely aware in that 
moment that what I chose to do or say next could 
be a comfort or another blow, and I was left with 
the question… what if I say the wrong thing? 

We are called to come alongside others in grief and 
hardship, but we don’t have to look far to know how 
challenging this actually is. Everyone has a story of 
someone saying the wrong thing at the right time, 
the right thing at the wrong time, or just the wrong, 
wrong, wrong thing at the wrong time.

We don’t have to look far in Scripture, either. 
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Remember Job, who lost his ten children, his 
livelihood, and his health all in one shot? Who came 
to comfort him? His three besties: Eliphaz, Bildad, 
and Zophar. They start out well in Job 2:12-13: 
“They raised their voices and wept [...] they sat with 
him seven days and seven nights, and no one said 
a word to him, for they saw that his suffering was 
very great.” They were physically present with him, 
grieving with him, saying nothing. It’s when they 
open their mouths that they immediately become 
the example of what NOT to do as they pester 
the grieving Job about what sin he must have 
committed to bring God’s wrath on himself. Oof. A 
knife in an already broken heart. Can you imagine? 

What can we learn from Job’s friends Eli, Billy, and 
Zo about coming alongside the suffering? 

1) Often, a meaningful way to encourage a grieving 
friend is to literally show up. Physically be present. 
Hold a hand. Cry with them. Instead of saying 
“call me if there is anything you need” (a genuine 
and heartfelt offer, I know!), take the burden of 
processing through their own needs from them. 
Say, “What night this week can I drop off dinner for 
you?” “Can I watch the kids on Saturday to give you 
some time to yourself?” “Can I come with you to do 
x, y, z?” Anticipate a need, and take care of it. Job’s 
friends knew about the ministry of presence. They 
showed up. 

2) Knowing what to say is the more difficult part, 
and a part where we can be true friends with true 
hope, or can multiply the pain of the sufferer. We 
have a choice here of whether to enter into the dark 
valley path with our friend, or leave them alone at 
the trailhead with trite truisms. The path is winding, 
can be rocky, and is difficult, but is a beautiful way 
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to show and see the grace, goodness, and kindness 
of God. 

How do we sit with someone in the pain of their 
grief, and point them to Jesus well, without 
condemnation? How do we steer clear of common 
unhelpful sayings or implications that God wasn’t 
in control, rendering their suffering meaningless 
and random? How do we walk with our suffering 
friend with compassion and true hope, pointing 
them to the goodness of God in the midst of the 
unthinkable? 

If this question resonates with you, I’d like to invite 
you to “When They Grieve,” a training workshop for 
biblical instruction on how to walk alongside those 
who grieve as a grief advocate. Join us on April 
17 at the North Liberty campus, when our Biblical 
Counseling Team will provide equipping on how you 
can help care for the souls of those in your life who 
are mourning the big things and the small things… 
because though we will all grieve in this life, in 
Christ, we have an extra measure of hope to point 
us right back to him. There is purpose in the pain, 
and we must be believers who trumpet truth and 
walk with compassion alongside the grieving.

Register now at graceb3.churchcenter.com/
registrations/events/780238



The annual business meeting 
is an excellent opportunity to 
learn about the ongoing work 
of Grace Community Church. 
This year’s meeting took place 
via Zoom on March 29. Topics 
of conversation included 
an overview of the church’s 
financial health, some changes 
to the church by-laws, and a few 
words on how church business 
is impacted by our vision for the 
future.

Grace is financially healthy. 
Praise the Lord! Despite 
decreased giving during the last 
year, the revenue that came in 
was sufficient to cover annual 

expenses. Some money 
was spent from savings to 
pay for improvements to 
the roof, external gas lines, 
and electrical systems. That 
money came from savings 
that was designated for facility 
improvements.

Changes to the church 
by-laws include a variety of 
small updates and a new 
articulation of the elder role. 
The updates include a number 
of detail changes and more 
accurate descriptions of 
current church practice. The 
changes to the elder role 
deal mostly with how elder 
service is organized, and what 

Annual 
Business 
Meeting Recap

By Josh Haveman, Executive Director
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happens when an elder is no 
longer an active member of 
the Elder Board. The complete 
church by-laws, including all 
changes, are available upon 
request from the church office.

The meeting concluded with 
Pastor Brooks describing the 
ways in which our current 
financial decisions are setting 
up the church to succeed in 
our stated goal of bringing 
1,000 new believers to 
Christ in the next five years. 
He addressed some of our 
planned expenses in the next 
year, the addition of some 
staffing roles, and briefly 
described the status of the 
plans to remodel/renovate our 
current facility. 

We highly recommend you 
watch the recording of the 
meeting to get the full picture 
of ongoing work at Grace 
Community Church. That video 
is available by going to the 

GraceB3 channel on YouTube. 
You can also read the Q&A 
document written by 
Joshua Haveman, our 
Executive Director. 
That document is 
availabe at
graceb3.org/abm2021
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Human beings are fickle. Some days we long for what 
we think of as the good old days. Then there are times 
we set our hopes on better days to come. The disciples 
viewed Jesus as someone who would bring both. 
During His earthly ministry they assumed He would 
restore Israel back to her former glory days under King 
David. That would mean better days ahead for those 
upon whom His favor rested. The death, burial, and 
resurrection of Jesus ushered in better days, but not a 
return to the good old days.

We are not terribly different from the first disciples.  
Christians often want Jesus to throw the pagans out of 
the seats of power and elevate His followers to power.  
They reason that a return to power will give them the 
hope of a better future. Jesus has much bigger plans.   
Jesus did not conquer sin and death to give us power 
and pleasure. He conquered sin and death to give us 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation. The old has 
passed away; behold, the new 
has come.
2 Corinthians 5:17 

WHO 
ARE 
YOU?

By Pastor Brooks Simpson
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new life, a new identity, and a new purpose and in doing 
so He plans to turn the world upside down.

During these first three weeks in April we will take a 
short break from Hebrews and focus on the resurrection 
and the new life it affords us.

A new life means a new identity. Before Christ we tend 
to see ourselves as a function of what we do and the 
groups we identify with. In college I was a part of the 
Simpson family, a student at the University of Iowa, a 
member of the wrestling team, and the boyfriend of 
Stacy. If you asked me, “Who are you?” I would have told 
you my name and described what I did. That’s typical.  
We equate being with doing. That all changed when I met 
Jesus. He saved me from a life defined by 
self-actualization that leads to eternal separation from 
God and made me alive in Himself.

If you are in Christ, you are a new person. Your identity is 
defined by your being united with Christ and not by your 
heritage, race, education, vocation, family, achievements, 
or failures. If you are in Christ you BELONG to Him. That 
is who you are – His adopted son or daughter. And 
now having been adopted you belong, along with your 
brothers and sisters in Christ, to His church. We belong 
to one another.  

A new life means a new mission. Before our union 
with Christ, our individual missions in life were to seek 
and secure blessings for ourselves. The education 
we sought, the careers we pursued, the relationships 
we nurtured all had one end in mind – the securing of 
personal happiness. We wanted to be blessed. Now that 
we have been blessed through our union with Christ we 
have a new mission. We are BLESSED to be a blessing.  
Our mission is to bless others through the declaration 
and demonstration of the gospel.  

Who are you and what is your mission? Join us for the 
first three weeks in April as we celebrate Easter and the 
implications of this New Life.

"But God, being 
rich in mercy, 
because of the 
great love with 
which he loved 
us, even when 
we were dead in 
our trespasses, 
made us alive 
together with 
Christ—by grace 
you have been 
saved"
Ephesians 2:4-5

"To them God 
chose to make 
known how 
great among 
the Gentiles are 
the riches of 
the glory of this 
mystery, which is 
Christ in you, the 
hope of glory."
Colossians 1:27
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We are launching two new community groups in April and will give 

you more information about those in the coming days.

We are launching co-ed coaching groups for community group 
leaders on the North Liberty campus and continuing co-ed 

coaching at the Downtown campus. With the help of Kathryn 
George, our Women’s Ministry Director, we are working to ensure 

that women who are leading community groups with their 
husbands are in coaching on a consistent basis. 

Our training and equipping for our community group leaders this 
year will focus on the book Lead by Paul Tripp. This will help us 
to ensure we have a leadership culture that strives to serve and 
shepherd one another well. We will also be implementing the 
strategy of B.L.E.S.S. into our training this spring.

We have simplified our understanding of what community groups 
are. Centered around the gospel, “Community groups are a place 
to be known and to know others, a place to be cared for and care 
for others and together we bless one another and the community 
around us.” The whole idea centers around demonstrating Christ’s 
love and care to each other and to the Corridor area around us. 
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It has been a busy and exciting beginning of the year for 
community groups at Grace. We have been working to make sure 
that community groups are simple to get into, organized, and 
relational. Here are some things that have been happening.
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We are thankful for all the Lord is doing to help our community 
groups be prepared to be a blessing to each other and to the 
Corridor area in 2021. We are also grateful for our coaching 
team (Alan Baumgartel, Matt Eisenhammer, Steve Meyerholz, 
Tim Rees, Erik Schulte)  who are continuing to help Pastor 
Jason, Kathryn George, and I make necessary changes to our 
community group and leadership coaching structure. 

If you are not in a community group and would like to be, please 
contact Connections Director Wade Summers at wades@
graceb3.org. If you have interest in possibly leading a community 
group in the future, contact me at davek@graceb3.org 

God is good, 
Dave Kirk 
Spiritual Formation Pastor 
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By Pastor Brooks Simpson
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23 Let us hold fast the confession 
of our hope without wavering, 
for he who promised is faithful. 
24 And let us consider how to stir 
up one another to love and good 
works, 25 not neglecting to meet 
together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day 
drawing near. 
Hebrews 10:23–25

From the beginning of the Hebrews series, we 
have seen the author come back to the same 
theme – Hold Fast. This message is needed now 
more than ever as people in the church tend to 
view faith as a decision they made once when 
they first “accepted Christ.” Faith in contemporary 
terms is often viewed as merely an assent to a 
particular set of historical truths about Jesus. 
Faith that saves is faith that holds fast. Of course, 
it starts with the assent to a set of historical 
truths, but it moves on and grows. This brings 
me to another manner in which our Americanized 
Christianity can, at times, miss the mark. If you 
are a typical American (like me), you are very 
independent and see yourself and your faith as 
“your business” and no one else’s. We tend to 
read the scriptures and ask, “How does this apply 
to me?” That is a good question to ask but notice 
how rarely the authors of scriptures speak to 
individuals. The authors address local churches 
and expect the people in those churches to care 
for one another. It would be more accurate to 
read the scriptures and ask, “How does this apply 
to us?”
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If you and I, as individuals, are to hold fast to our 
confession of faith, then we will need each other. 
During the month of April we will consider the 
implications of what “we” are to do to encourage 
“one another” to hold fast. We will be considering 
the role we as individuals play in encouraging 
one another to hold fast. We were never meant to 
follow Jesus alone.

Some questions to consider as we head into this 
portion of Hebrews:
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Download the 
“Graceb3” app 
to your mobile 

device and 
enable push 
notifications.

CONNECT 
WITH US

Join the Grace 
Community 
Facebook 

Group.
facebook.com/

groups/graceb3

Get the next 
Insider issue 
sent to your 

inbox at 
graceb3.org/

insider


