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After almost an entire year of empty classrooms,
we are so thrilled to have children and volunteers
back, filling our classrooms with Bible stories,
laughter, and singing praises to Jesus. We’re
excited for all that is on the horizon and would like
to take some space here to share with you.
We are currently offering these children’s classes:
• 8AM service – Nursery through 6th grade
• 9:30 and 11AM services – Nursery through age 3
Beginning Sunday, May 30th we will promote
all children ages Kindergarten and up to the
auditorium for Family Sit-Together time during the
service. This will continue through the summer until
classes resume in the fall.
Backyard Bible Club is quickly approaching, and
this year will certainly appeal to the masses with
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By Next Gen Director Cindy Sulwer

our “Minecraft” theme. More info about our “I’m
Crafted” Backyard Bible Club will be available soon!
We would LOVE to have all of our classrooms up
and running by fall, but in order for that to happen
we need YOU! Many volunteers are needed in kids
classrooms, student ministry, special needs, and
buddies! Please email me or call with questions:
cindys@graceb3.org or 319-541-3800.
Do you know that we have ALL of the activities,
crafts, videos, etc. that we send out in our weekly
emails available online for you? Are you hearing
“I’m bored!” from your kids a lot? Check these out at
graceb3.org/family-activities.
Thank you for letting us come alongside you to help
disciple your children! What a gift it is to be a part
of their lives for a short time each week!

Until the Whole Wolrd Hears
By Pastor Paul and Amy Hansen

If your friend gave you an invitation to rest, what would
you say?
The thought of rest evokes different emotions in
each of us. Some long for it, but it seems an elusive
desire we can’t quite grasp. Some of us are scared
of rest. Some think it a waste of time. What is restful
may mean different things to different people, but the
understanding of true rest seems lost in our culture. It
has been reduced to mean vacations, days off, or simply
a nap. It can be each of those things, but I believe God
desires so much more for us.
God set up this beautiful design of rest for His people
in the Old Testament – a sabbath day each week and
a sabbath year every seven years. It is God’s perfect
prescription for preventing burn-out, keeping people and
even agriculture thriving and fruitful. Farmers understand
the need for crop-rotation, soil replenishment, and
resting the land. The lack of this leads to poor soil and
diminished crops. Physical trainers understand the
need for recovery days after working out, so muscles
can strengthen, heal, and rebuild, ultimately becoming
stronger. The lack of this leads to the body breaking
down and becoming weaker. There are rhythms in nature
that cannot be rushed if they are to be real – so also with
us as people of God.
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We have two missionary couples who are experiencing,
or have recently experienced, this kind of rest. For
missionaries this season is called a sabbatical. We best
understand a sabbatical when we look at the Sabbath,
from which the word is derived. It is a season set apart
for the Lord, to do what He knows is needed in our
lives: to give us rest, to refresh our spirits and bodies, to
draw us closer to Himself, and to re-direct us with fresh
guidance. It is an integral and necessary part of the work
of a missionary; it is a ceasing of the work that ends up
being central to the work. It is not a vacation (hopefully
missionaries get those too!), but is a time set apart for
the Lord.
Josh and Lauren McIntyre (pseudonym) have just
returned to the field after experiencing a sabbatical
guided by the Navigators. Josh has shared how
refreshing, strengthening, and encouraging their
sabbatical was. As they sought the Lord, they were
willing to be re-directed if He chose, but instead they
have sensed even greater confirmation and excitement
about returning to what He has called them to do. They
are refreshed and strengthened. We praise God for
their renewed strength and joy as they enter another
season of service! Please continue to pray that the Lord
continues the good work of their sabbatical into this next
season.
Aaron and Anika Sheldon (pseudonym) have recently
entered their season of sabbatical. They have been
provided a house in Ohio, near family, to live in during
this time. Their sabbatical will be guided by Frontiers
through various stages of rest and seeking the Lord.
Please pray for them and their two small children, that
they would experience the rest, rebuilding, and renewing
that only the Lord can bring. Pray that God would
meet them in very specific, personal ways, resulting in
renewed excitement and a clear vision of God’s calling
on their family for the season ahead.
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As you are praying for our dear missionaries, why not
use this opportunity to take a look at your own heart?
Could you use some time to rest before the Lord and
seek Him for your own spiritual renewal and direction?
Ask the Lord how that might look in your life, and jump
in! It just could end up being central to you fulfilling His
purpose for you in this life.

Why do some of our Field Staff use pseudonyms?
Revelation 12:11 describes the redeemed people of God
this way: “And they have conquered him by the blood of
the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they
loved not their lives even unto death.”
Although all of us would like to think that we are ready
to die for our Savior, for our Field Staff this is always a
very present reality. If you missed the Insider on Alex and
Tricia’s recent miraculous deliverance, read the February
issue. Many of our missionaries/field staff live in places
where even having their name published online here
could put their lives or work in jeopardy. We try to be as
prudent as possible to keep them safe, and be able to
share their stories with you.

Speaking of prayer for our Field Staff — would you
consider joining us?
Every THIRD Sunday at 11AM in North Liberty we host
a time of prayer for our Field Staff. The next time of
prayer will be on Sunday, May 16th, in room 307 or Zoom
(Meeting ID: 882 8352 8964 • Passcode 574051). We
would love to have you!

Looking Forward to

Summer 2021
By Pastor Steve Scheperle

This summer we are mobilizing as a church in
preparation to welcome as many non-believers in
the fall for our sermon series, “Encountering Jesus”
(refer to “A Season of Mobilization,” page 22, for
more details). The series is designed to help them
learn about Christ and discover why the gospel is
such good news! To help make this fall a success,
we’re asking you to invite non-Christians to service
where they can explore questions about Jesus,
God, and faith. But before then, we must prepare in
order to be ready to act.
So what can you be doing now? Mark your
calendars! Turn the page for the schedule of
summer activities meant to prepare you for this
fall: readying your heart, encouraging prayer, and
serving with intention those you will attempt – and
already are attempting – to reach for Jesus.
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Ongoing in June & July in Our Local
Communities
Backyard Bible Clubs (BYBCs) are a great
way to build relationships with people in your
neighborhood and share the gospel with
them in friendly ways! It entails families or
community groups hosting evening gatherings
in their yards for one week, where kids from
the neighborhood have fun, play games, and
do crafts, while also learning about Jesus.
Not only does this give neighborhood kids a
chance to hear about Jesus while
building neighborhood friendships,
but adults who host the Backyard
Bible Club also build deeper
Backyard
relationships with neighborhood
Bible Club
parents. If you’d like to host a BYBC
or volunteer, contact Cindy at
cindys@graceb3.org.
If you’re interested in sending your kids,
be on the lookout for information about
BYBCs near you later this spring.

June 11 • 6:30PM • North Liberty Campus

Look Up:
A Night of
Praise &
Prayer

Bring a lawn chair to the North Liberty
campus for an outdoor evening to sing
God’s praises for all He has done and is
doing, and then to pray for our non-believing
friends, family, neighbors, and coworkers
that we are trying to reach for Jesus. We will
celebrate the good work that God has already
done for us, and you can join with other
brothers and sisters to pray for the specific
individuals in your life who need Jesus.

July 18 • In Our Local Communities
On this Sunday we are asking you NOT to
come to church; instead, spend the day
serving others in our community. Why? In
Matthew 18:19, Jesus' final command to
His disciples was to “go…make disciples.”
As a result, we want you to take this day
to go into the community to bless, serve,
and build relationships with people in
the community near you. Watch for more
details about service opportunities and
how you can be involved!

Faith in
Action
Sunday

August 13 • 7PM • North Liberty
Campus
Bust out those lawn chairs again for
our 2nd night of outdoor praise and
prayer at the North Liberty Campus!
Lift your voice with others in praise
and celebration for all God has done
while also praying for missionaries,
and all our efforts to reach people
for Jesus, whether around the corner
or around the globe.

Who Will
Go?

Missions
Emphasis
Sunday

August 8 • During Services
Join us during Sunday service to focus
on missions. You’ll hear about current
mission activity going on in our own
congregation and how you can partner
with mission efforts at Grace. Whether
praying, giving financially, going on a
short-term mission trip, or caring for
people from other nations who are
in your own neighborhood, there is
something for all of us to do.

By Pastor Brooks Simpson

You don’t have to be a
theologian or a social scientist
to understand that our culture
is a complete mess. Think
back over the last decade.
What cultural trends concern
you most? What trends give
you cause for concern, or even
cause you to become angry?
Here are some hot button issues
that give cause for concern.
· Loss of religious liberty
· Gender fluidity and confusion
· Rampant sexual immorality
· Racism and/or anti-racism
· Cancel culture
· Other…
Francis Schaeffer observed,
“Ours is a post-Christian world
in which Christianity, not only in
the number of Christians but in
cultural emphasis and cultural
result, is the minority.” Death In
The City (1969)

qJonah

If Christians were a minority
both in number and influence
in 1969, we are an even
greater minority in 2021. The
population of the US is 331
million and growing. Each year
the percentage of Americans
who identify as atheist or
agnostic grows. Christian
influence is waning in America
and has been for decades.
With that reality in mind, what
is your greatest concern about
the future of this nation? When
you consider the 331 million
people in America and the
future of our country, what
concerns you most?
Are we more concerned with
the church's waning influence
or that a majority of people in
our nation do not know God?
What would God be most
concerned about in 2021?
God's concern is and has been

Syndrome
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that the gospel reach cultures
and we make disciples
(Matthew 28:19-20). The first
disciples had zero influence
on the vast Roman empire.
They were not as concerned
with cultural influence as they
were with making disciples.
The early disciples focused
on the Great Commission
(making disciples). Their
influence caused a greater
percentage of the population
to acknowledge Jesus as their
Lord.
Could it be that the church
in our age desires influence
more than engagement? I
am concerned the church
is not concerned with God's
concerns. Consider a recent
study done by The Barna
Group, a Christian research
center. Churchgoers were
asked: Have you heard of the
Great Commission?

51% No.
25% Yes, but I can’t recall its
exact meaning.
17% Yes, and it means…
6% I’m not sure.
The Great Commission is the
command to make disciples
of all nations. While only 17%
have a clue about what the
mission of the church is, that
does not mean 17% of the
church is on mission.
I am convinced the church in
America is suffering from the
Jonah Syndrome. The Jonah
Syndrome is knowing God’s
mission while refusing to
engage in that mission. You
know the story of Jonah, at
least the Veggie Tales version.
But you may not know the
story as God intends us to
know it. God called a prophet
named Jonah to travel to
Israel’s enemy to the northeast
and preach to them. He
refused, God disciplined him,
and then he
obeyed, reluctantly.
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Following Nineveh’s
repentance, God had
compassion on the Ninevites.
Mission accomplished. How
did Jonah respond to the
overwhelming success of
God’s campaign? Jonah was
furious.
Jonah 4:1–3 (ESV) 1 But it
displeased Jonah exceedingly,
and he was angry. 2 And he
prayed to the Lord and said,
“O Lord, is not this what I said
when I was yet in my country?
That is why I made haste to
flee to Tarshish; for I knew that
you are a gracious God and
merciful, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love,
and relenting from disaster. 3
Therefore now, O Lord, please
take my life from me, for it is
better for me to die than to
live.”
Jonah wanted to see Israel
become great again. God's
mission of mercy to the
Ninevites threatened Jonah's
nationalistic ideal for a great
and prosperous Israel. Jonah
reasoned that if his enemies
received God’s mercy, they
might become a threat to
Israel. Jonah wanted his
enemies dead, not saved.
Jonah’s chief value was
the success of Israel, not
the advancement of God’s

Kingdom. I see the same
tendencies among God’s
people today.
Does the church want the
culture to understand the
gospel or does it want to win
the culture war? Do we want
our prosperity and rights
protected as much as we want
God's kingdom to advance?
If our desire for influence is
greater than our desire for
declaring the good news of
the gospel, then we will suffer
from the Jonah Syndrome.
Here are some common
symptoms of the Jonah
Syndrome:
• Anger towards the culture
• Nationalism (not the same as
patriotism)
• A refusal to engage the
people God wants us to
introduce to Jesus
You cannot follow Jesus while
suffering from the Jonah
Syndrome.
This summer we will study
the book of Jonah so that
we may be healed of the
Jonah Syndrome. Join us this
summer as we take a hard
look at Jonah and ourselves
as a church. The spirit of
Jonah is hindering the Great
Commission, but the gospel
is good medicine for a sick
church and a dying culture.

13
May Grace Insider

14
Grace Insider May

How
Should
We Pray
When Life
Is Hard?
By Elder Jim Sabin

For people of my generation, there is a familiar
expression, “there are no atheists in foxholes,” meaning
when the pressures of life become great enough,
everyone cries out to God for deliverance. As followers
of Christ, we should all be people of prayer (Ephesians
6:18 - pray at all times; 1 Thessalonians 5:17 – pray
without ceasing.) So it is only natural that in times of
suffering, loss, fear, or great stress we should run to God
in prayer, even more quickly and more frequently than
others who only cry out to Him in their desperation.
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So what does it look like to cry out to God when life is
hard? If I am totally honest, I long for an easy life. As
a result, my natural instinct when life becomes hard is
to pray for deliverance. When I’m in a difficult, painful,
or stressful situation, I want out. I want out as quickly
as possible. That’s my natural desire in response to
suffering. But is that the correct response? As is often
the case with these types of theological qustions, the
most accurate answer is... it depends.
Scripture is clear that God encourages us to run to Him
and make our requests known to Him. In Deuteronomy
3:23-25, Moses pleads with God to relent and allow
him to enter the promised land. In Luke 22:42a, Jesus
pleads with God to release Him from the need to go
to the cross. In 2 Corinthians 12:7-8, Paul repeatedly
begs God for deliverance from his “thorn in the flesh.”
Scripture is clear, both in substance and example, that it
is appropriate to cry out to God for relief in suffering.
However, scripture is also clear that God uses hardships,
in all its different forms, to grow, mature, and purify His
people.
• Romans 5:3-4 – Suffering produces endurance,
endurance produces character, and character
produces hope.
• James 1:2-4 – Trials (difficulties) help us develop
endurance, which in turn perfects our faith.
• 1 Peter 5:10 – In response to suffering, God
restores, confirms, strengthens, and establishes.
As a parent lovingly cares for, guides, and trains up their
children, God is at work in every circumstance of our
lives. He invites us, actually pleads with us, to run to Him
when life is hard to receive mercy and grace (Hebrews
4:16). He promises us that He is at work for our good
and His glory.
Returning to the examples above, let’s quickly look at
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how Moses, Jesus, and Paul responded when relief from
God did not come. Moses accepted God’s judgment
against him for his disobedience, faithfully prepared the
people to enter the land, and anointed Joshua to take his
place as leader (Deuteronomy 31:23). Jesus followed up
His request to be delivered from the cross by expressing
His deepest desire – that it was more important for
God’s will to be accomplished than for Him to be granted
relief (Luke 22:42b). With Paul’s “thorn in the flesh,” God
assured him that His grace is sufficient and His power is
made perfect in our weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9).
So how then should
God always we pray in response
suffering, loss,
grants us the to
abandonment, and all the
grace and
other hurts that arise in this
strength we world? Without hesitation
need to stand pray for relief, deliverance,
where He calls and help. But at the same
us to stand. time, and even more
importantly, pray that God’s
will would be accomplished
in your circumstances. Pray for strength, endurance, and
courage to bear up under the pressure. Acknowledge
and rest in the truth revealed to Paul, that God’s strength
is most clearly demonstrated in our weakness. Be
comforted and be confident that God is at work. Rest
assured that God always grants us the grace and
strength we need to stand where He calls us to stand.
Unlike the atheist in the foxhole, we cry out to God, not in
desperation, but with confidence.

Zack

By Pastor Steve Scheperle

Welcome Our New
Worship Director

Stanton

This summer we will welcome Zack Stanton to a new
full-time position as Worship Director. We are excited for
Zack to step into this role! Zack has already served as
our part-time Music Coordinator for some time, and in
this full-time role, worship ministry at Grace will receive
more robust attention, and the church will be better
positioned to reach its goal of seeing a thousand people
come to faith in Jesus in the next five years.

Though most of you have seen Zack lead worship, you
may not know that he is a composer and conductor who
has served as a professor for several years in the School
of Music at the University of Iowa. But Zack is not merely
a professional musician for hire; he is a thoughtful
Christian who has a strong vision for the place and
purpose of worship in the church.
Here is a recent conversation with Zack about his new
role:
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What motivates you as a worship leader?
When we gather each week as a church, we are there to
respond to all that God is — His holiness, His sovereignty,
His grace, His love, His mercy, His power and on and
on. That response will include praise, confession,
repentance, obedience, joy, humility, resetting our
perspective and affections — again, the list could go on.
What motivates me is to not get in the way of that! As
a worship leader, my desire is that the time we spend
singing, reading scripture, and praying is a time where
we can fix our eyes on Jesus and respond to Him.
Worship isn’t supposed to be a time where we seek out
a momentary experience with God, but is part of our
ongoing spiritual growth. Corporate worship is formative
for our souls as we corporately look to who God is and
respond to Him.
What experiences have shaped you as a worship leader?
Between college and graduate school, I spent a year
interning at my church under our worship pastor. What
struck me the most about him as a worship leader is
that for him, people and God’s word were primary in his
ministry. He was a good musician — singer, conductor,
songwriter, pianist. But he cared for the people that
served in the music ministry. He placed relationships
over music. He also taught what was the equivalent of
our Thrive classes.
But he didn’t just teach on music or worship. He
expositionally taught through books of the Bible. His
love for and knowledge of the word greatly impacted
his worship leading. Early on in my growth, I was more
concerned with music than I should have been. He
taught me that music is in service of God’s glory and
people’s good, not the other way around. I’m STILL
learning that.
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What are one or two things you’d like to see happen by
becoming full time?
I hope that being full time means I’m better able to serve
the praise team and provide consistent leadership for
them. I’ll have more time to prepare each week and
help my teams be more prepared, both spiritually and
musically.
I’ll also spend more time supporting our other worship
leaders. We have several staff and lay worship leaders
on our team, and I want to invest in helping each of us
grow in different aspects of leading worship. On that
note, I want to foster new leaders. I don’t plan to stop
leading worship, but I want to serve our team in roles
other than just being the “leader."
I’d love to see violinists, violists, cellists, and musicians
who play other orchestral instruments get involved with
our team. If there are musicians in our congregation, I
hope they feel the freedom to come out of the woodwork
and use their gifts to serve our body.
___________________________________
Steve Oliver will continue to lead worship on a regular
basis, and lead the worship ministry as part of his role
as Creative Arts Director. As you see Zack in the future,
please welcome him to this new role!

A SEASON OF

Do you not say, ‘There are yet
four months, then comes the
harvest’? Look, I tell you, lift up
your eyes, and see that the fields
are white for harvest. 36 Already
the one who reaps is receiving
wages and gathering fruit for
eternal life, so that sower and
reaper may rejoice together.
37
For here the saying holds true,
‘One sows and another reaps.’
38
I sent you to reap that for
which you did not labor. Others
have labored, and you have
entered into their labor.”
35

John 4:35–38
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By Pastor Brooks Simpson

Jesus came to seek and to save the lost. Grace
Community Church exists to be and to make
disciples, and we are praying for a harvest of
1000 new disciples to come to know and share
Jesus by 2025. In the passage quoted above,
Jesus informs His disciples that the spiritual
harvest occurs along seasonal rhythms. There
are seasons of preparation, planting, cultivation,
and then comes the harvest. Workers are
engaged in different types of labor during each
season.
In our natural rhythms as a church, we have
found that many people visit a church in the
fall season as school is getting started. While
folks have been distracted by all sorts of things
over the summer, when school starts, they
consider coming to church. Our church wants to
be prepared for this season. If we are to reach
1,000 people for Jesus in the next five years,
then together we must mobilize to be ready to
welcome new people this fall. God has made
the body of Christ a family, and the work of the
church is done when each person fills his or her
role in the body (Romans 12:1-8; Ephesians 4:116). God is glorified when we work together in the
work of the ministry.
The fall sermon series, “Encountering Jesus,”
is designed to give non-Christians an avenue to
learn about Jesus. We hope this series answers
common questions non-believers have about
Jesus to give them compelling reasons to trust
in Jesus. To maximize the season of sowing the
gospel we need each one of you to be mobilized
and equipped to advance the gospel. Jesus said
to His disciples, “There are yet four months and
then comes the harvest.”

3 WAYS
TO GET READY FOR

A SEASON OF

WELCOME
Here are our goals for this
summer as we ready ourselves
for the fall season of welcome:
1. Operate at full capacity at
church.
2. Be ready to preach the gospel
to those who would come to
hear about Him.
3. Have opportunities for
non-believers to get connected,
to ask questions, and to explore
faith.
As we look forward to a season
of welcoming new people, we
are asking each of you to ask
God what your role should be.
Here are three ways you can
ready yourself for a season of
welcome.
Let us know how you’d like to serve
at graceb3.org/serving. Thank you
for being a part of helping people find
hope, joy, and eternal life in Jesus as
He works through this church family
for His glory.

INVITE

others to
service

Nothing will ever substitute
for a personal invitation from
you! Studies show that over
75% of people who attend a
church do so because a friend
invited them.

ATTEND

summer
equipping
sessions

a. Equipping sessions
will help give you tools to
invest in others in ways that
demonstrate the gospel.
b. Prayer meetings where we
will pray for those we are trying
to reach.
c. In our summer sermon
series, we will preach through
the book of Jonah. This will
help us examine our own heart
attitudes and God’s calling for
us in preparation for the fall.

a. Guest Services - Guests need
to hear the gospel preached and
experience a warm and sincere
welcome from everyone they meet.
b. Children’s Ministry – Guests feel
valued at church when their family is
warmly welcomed and kids' classes
offer Christ-centered lessons.
c. Connections Ministry - Whether a
guest has a question about Jesus,
wants to learn about baptism, or
membership, we need volunteers
who can guide as they take their
next steps.
d. Worship Ministry - When guests
come to church and see God’s
family passionately worshiping, it
communicates something about
the reality of Jesus. But for that to
happen, we need more and more
people on the worship team and to
serve in sound and audio ministry.

VOLUNTEER
to serve on
Sundays

CONNECT
WITH US

Download the
“Graceb3” app
to your mobile
device and
enable push
notifications.

Join the Grace
Community
Facebook
Group.
facebook.com/
groups/graceb3

Get the next
Insider issue
sent to your
inbox at
graceb3.org/
insider

