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By Steve Scheperle

LOOK UP
Join us for a night of worshiping and praying with a
purpose.
Purpose #1: To Praise God for His work in us.
This last year has been so challenging, and yet amidst so
many hardships, God has proven faithful and gracious!
We will praise God for all that Christ has done for us, and
we will also praise God as we hear stories about what He
has been accomplishing in the lives of people at church,
even during a very difficult year. The worship team will
lead us in a great time of praise for God’s grace and
faithfulness.
Purpose #2: To pray for the specific people in your life
who need Jesus…and to learn about how you can be
equipped to reach them.
Several times during this last year, I’ve wondered “How
are people getting through all this hardship if they don’t
have hope in Jesus?” More so than any other year I’ve
experienced, this last year has taught me tangibly that
my only hope is in Christ. And as I’ve taken deep joy in
His faithfulness, His grace, and His good promises in the
midst of uncertainty, division, strife, and illness, I’ve felt
burdened for those in our community who do not have
the hope of Christ.
In the next five years, Grace is asking God to
help us see 1,000 people place their faith in
Jesus. We want more and more people to
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know the joy and hope that we have in Christ. This fall,
we will go through a sermon series entitled Encountering
Jesus, and this series will especially be geared for
people who don’t know Jesus. As we look at different
encounters Jesus had with different people in the
gospels, your non-Christian friends, neighbors, and
co-workers will have a great opportunity to learn about
Jesus!
What can you do in the fall? In the fall, we want you to
invite the people in your life who don’t know Jesus to
come to service with you to encounter Jesus.
What can you do now? Come to the Look Up service
on June 11. We will identify the individuals God has
placed in our lives who don’t know Jesus and take time
to pray for them specifically. We will also have a time
of commitment, promising to pray for these individuals
daily over the summer. And, we will provide an
easy-to-use training resource to help you know how to
invest in the lives of these friends over the summer.

Children's program
is available for
children ages 0
to 3.
Children 4 years
and up are invited
to join the adults
at the event.
Snacks and
activities will be
available. The
worship team will
also lead a special
song just for the
kids.
Weather
Contingency
Plan: Event will
be postponed to
Saturday, June 12
at 6:30PM

By Pastor Paul and Amy Hansen

FA IT H

REPORTED
AROUND THE

Recently I (Paul) was talking with my
mom on the phone. I shared a verse I
have loved in the Holman translation
with her, and I wanted to share it with
you. Romans 1:8 says, "First, I thank my
God through Jesus Christ for all of you
because the news of your faith is being
reported in all the world." Can it get any
better than that? Can it be said of us?

We love to highlight some of the
current opportunities our Field Staff
have had to share Jesus in hardto-reach places, but sometimes it's
even better to hear highlights that are
direct results of their efforts. So here
are a few prayer requests from other
believers around the world that are a product of
our Field Staff's labor and are very much like you
and me. May I remind you that like them, we, too,
can be found faithful? Our faith can be reported
around the world!

WO R L D

Coming this summer, on July 18, we won't attend
a service, but we are going to serve! We are going to
cancel services so that we may serve our King in small
ways together. Would you start praying about your
involvement now? It's appropriately named Faith in
Action — and we do hope you can plan on being a part!
More details and information to come in next month's
issue.
Here are a few prayers that we hope will encourage and
bless you from our J-life Ministry Partner across Africa.
These leaders are not our Field Staff; they are like us. We
hope you pray their requests and may their faith stir ours
up as well!
Until the Whole World Hears,
Pastor Paul and Amy

5
June Grace Insider

REQUESTS FOR ZAMBIA
Pray that the leaders will continue
with the same fire ignited during
the summit and be fruitful in their
regions.
REQUESTS FOR UGANDA
Our summit ended, and we are
asking God to help us establish
healthy churches in 15 gateway
cities and raise 200 Ugandan
ministry leaders by 2030.
REQUESTS FOR SOUTH AFRICA
New disciple-making strategies
for multiplication and
transformation in our black
churches and communities.
REQUESTS FROM NIGERIA
Our training this October in
disciple-making priorities and in
identifying other leaders to assist
the church.
Peace and security to return to
some troublesome places in the
country.
REQUESTS FROM TOGO
Please keep J-Life Togo in your
prayers as we train leaders on
disciple-making small groups for a
multiplication movement.

Grace Field Staff John Abrahamse
on Zoom with African J-Life Country
Leaders
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Coming Up in June
PRAYER MEETING FOR CAMPUS MINISTRY Come together online and pray
for our local and international students. First Sunday of the month at 2PM.
LOOK UP: A NIGHT OF PRAISE & PRAYER Worship God together on June 11
at 6:30PM behind the church. Bring a blanket/lawn chair!
THE REASON FOR GOD STUDENT BOOK STUDY Grow in your knowledge
about God and solidify why you believe what you believe. For students 5th12th grades. Study begins June 14.
ADVENTURELAND PARK Student Ministry is road-tripping to Adventureland
on June 19! Don't miss it!

Learn more and register for events at graceb3.org/events

Missional
Backyard

A

By Next Gen Director Cindy Sulwer

For years, Grace organized a Vacation Bible School each
summer. Children from all over Iowa City, Coralville,
North Liberty, and the surrounding communities would
come to the North Liberty campus for one week in July
to learn about Jesus and the Bible, memorize verses, and
participate in fun activities, games, and more. It was very
successful, with over 250 kids coming to VBS at Grace in
2009.
But for several summers leading up to 2010, staff and
volunteers had noticed that the children coming to
VBS were made up almost exclusively of kids from
Grace or other nearby churches. Almost none of the
kids were from the community. After praying about
God’s will, and how to reach the lost for Christ, they
decided to make a radical change. Instead of asking
the community to come to Grace, the church would go
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out into the community to reach the unreached. “We
were seeing that the majority of kids were from Grace.
Of course we wanted to offer our families a summer
program, but realized we were missing all these kids in
our community. We wanted to have a more missional
mindset in reaching these children,” said Natasha Miller,
Elementary Coordinator.
The idea was simple: make the VBS
accessible to children down the street
by condensing it into a format that
could be executed in backyards and
parks across the community. Thus
Grace’s Backyard Bible Club (BBC) was
born. It would still have songs, Bible
lessons, games, crafts, all the good
stuff kids look forward to, but would be
repackaged in a way that’s manageable
in your own back yard.

"We wanted to
have a more
missional
mindset in
reaching
[kids in our
community]."
Natasha Miller

Eleven years later the BBC format is
still a relevant and compelling way to
reach families in your neighborhood.
Cindy Sulwer, Next Gen Director shared, “while we don’t
have control of whether the seeds grow, BBC allows us
to faithfully plant seeds in people who would have never
otherwise have heard the gospel.” The convenience
of local BBCs also increases the likelihood of family
participation, “being in the neighborhoods has reached
many more people who don’t see the value of driving 20
minutes to drop off their child. It’s also very convenient
for neighborhood parents, some of whom stick around
and see the value of BBC for themselves,” said Natasha.

This year BBCs will be hosted in North Liberty and in
Iowa City, starting in late June and running through the
month of July. Grace attenders are encouraged to pray
over the requests below for Backyard Bible Clubs leading
up to June:

• For the hosts and teams putting on BBCs: endurance,
unity, vision for God’s kingdom, and reaching their
community.
• That God would use BBCs to draw people toward Him
and reap new believers.
• For good weather, health, and safety for BBC attenders
and volunteers.
• That new relationships would be made between Grace
attenders and their neighbors.
If you’re looking to get connected at Grace, serving at
a BBC is an excellent opportunity to meet other Grace
attenders. "You’re able to serve alongside other Grace
attenders, and encourage and connect with each other
through serving your community. It’s a fantastic way
to get connected with others in the church body,” said
Cindy. If you’d like to help out at a Backyard Bible Club,
there are numerous ways to serve and multiple locations
available. To learn more, email me at
cindys@graceb3.org.

Praying with a
Child-Like Faith
By Elder Tom Widmer

At a point in my life when I thought
I had experienced most of life’s
joys, along came a small bundle of
flesh in the form of my grandson,
named Henley. As you may
imagine, I have a love for Henley
that is unconditional. It seems I
never tire of his questions and
constant motion. When he is away,
I think about him and make plans
for our next time together. I long
to spend time with him and marvel
as I watch him grow. I love when
he crawls into my arms and tells
me his stories and thoughts. In
short, being a grandpa has brought
feelings to the surface which I did
not know were present. But while
I want to give him his every desire,
I attempt to be wise and lovingly
discipline him when he chooses to
disobey.
God has shown me that my love
for Henley is the same love and
longing that He has for me, and He
watches and loves me in the same
manner that I watch and love
Henley. That means that just as I
delight in my grandson, I am a big

deal to God and He delights in my
relationship with Him.
Prayer is a big part of both of
these relationships. I watch
Henley’s little hands folded and
eyes squeezed tightly shut, as
he prays in an almost whispered
voice, “Jesus, thank you for the
fun day and for that sucker I got.
Take care of Mommy and Daddy,
Grandma and Grandpa. Heal my
boo boos and help me to not
be scared of worms and do bad
things. AMEN! You can open your
eyes now Papa…I’m done!”
As I ponder Henley’s simple
prayer to a God he does not fully
understand but wholly believes
to be real, I move from a sense of
cuteness to a realization that my
Savior is giving me an example
of how He wants me to pray.
Fellowship with God is the heart of
prayer.
God loves me unconditionally
and longs to spend time with me.
When I temporarily shelve the
cares of the day and retreat in
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my mind to His presence, God is
always there to hear my stories,
listen to my concerns, and swells
with pride when I express my love
and appreciation for His care. He
also knows what is best for me,
which may mean pain or discipline.
And He wants to hear my desires,
fears, and thoughts no matter how
simple or silly they may be. I will
never tire of my relationship or
time with Henley, nor will God ever
tire of me. This is how my Savior
longs for me to pray and relate to
Him, because He designed me to
reflect this kind of love.
Too often we lose sight of how
simple prayer is meant to be. I
urge you to join me and figuratively
crawl into the arms of Jesus with a
child-like faith.

Ministry Focus

The Arc &
Gen 127
Over the past four years our
special needs and facilities
teams have quietly been building
a partnership with The Arc of
Southeast Iowa, offering our
classroom, gym, and sensory
spaces as a summer refuge for
individuals with developmental
disabilities aged pre-K through
high school. The Arc provides a
variety of care for families in the
Corridor, and approached Grace
in 2017 to partner in creating
two summer day camps in June
and July. The facility didn’t have
the room or storage space,
and they'd struggled to find it
elsewhere in the community.
But, the North Liberty campus –
with an abundance of suitable

space – was a perfect solution for
their needs. And since 2017, the
relationships between Arc families
and Grace have provided a deep
and meaningful connection with
a community which often feels
unseen and unheard.
For Korene our Special Needs
Coordinator, Grace’s ministry to
love this community speaks to a
calling from God that’s universal to
all believers. “We’re called to love
our neighbors, and sometimes our
neighbors don’t look like us for a
variety of reasons. The community
that’s touched by developmental
disabilities doesn’t always feel
welcomed; they’re an unreached
people group who need to know
that they’re loved and accepted.”
The special needs ministry draws
on God’s creation of man and
woman in Genesis 1:27 for it’s
vision statement:
So God created man in his own
image, in the image of God he
created him; male and female he
created them.
Grace’s partnership with the
Arc represents an on-going
commitment to see all of God’s
children as made in His image,
a mission which Korene sees
extending from the present into

eternity future, “God’s throne room
will be filled with all different
kinds of people. Right now [Grace]
should represent His throne room
in all different ways, including
families of people with disabilities.”
Korene asked that Grace attenders
partner in ministry through prayer:
• Grace’s ministry to these families
would bless and love them well;
COVID has been especially difficult
and isolating.
• Grace would find ways to
meaningfully support and show
Jesus to these families.
• That the Arc would be able to
safely have camps this summer.
Korene and the Arc’s coordinator,
Ryan Markle, look to expand use of
Grace’s facility space in the future
through adult life skills classes
in our kitchen, along with other
respite events. If you would like to
learn more about how you can help
out with special needs ministry,
contact Korene at
korenel@graceb3.org.
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what is

A SEASON OF
MOBILIZATION?
By Pastor Steve Scheperle

This fall, we will preach a sermon series entitled
“Encountering Jesus,” and it is aimed at giving your
non-believing friends, neighbors, and co-workers a great
chance to learn about Jesus and consider placing their
faith in Him. Here are ways all of us – whether elders,
staff, lay leaders, members, or attendees – can ready
ourselves over the summer to invite and welcome nonChristians to the "Encountering Jesus" sermons in the
fall.
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LOOK UP: A NIGHT OF PRAISE AND PRAYER
Friday, June 11, 6:30PM
Bring a lawn chair and a blanket for this outdoor night
to praise God and pray… with purpose! First, we will look
up and praise God for Christ’s work in us as a church
family, even during a hard year. Second, we will take time
to name and pray for the individuals God has placed in
your life who don’t know Jesus. You will also learn about
some easy-to-practice habits that can help you invest in
relationships with non-Christian friends.
FAITH IN ACTION Sunday, July 18
Instead of coming to service, take time on this Sunday to
serve in the community! We will have a range of service
opportunities lined up for you. If you want to be in a
position to invite non-believers to the fall "Encountering
Jesus" series, this is just one more way to get outside
of the church and develop meaningful relationships with
people who need Jesus. Watch for more details to come.
If you have questions, contact Paul Hansen (paul@
graceb3.org) or Natasha Miller (natasham@graceb3.
org).
WHO WILL GO: A NIGHT OF PRAISE AND PRAYER
Friday, August 13, 7PM
Abraham was told to “go” to the Promised Land where
his descendants would be a blessing to all nations.
Jonah was told to “go” to the city of Nineveh to share
God’s message with them. Before Jesus ascended to
heaven, He told the disciples to “go” into all the world
and make disciples of all nations. Bring your lawn chairs
and blankets for an outdoor night of worship and prayer.
We will pray for all the people we are trying to reach
for Jesus, whether friends you are inviting to the fall
Encountering Jesus series or people across the globe
who don’t know Jesus.
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From left to right are: Back row: Tate Kochan, Gabe Brase, Isaiah Haveman, Cael
Austin, Madeline Lanxon, Rachel Spence. Front Row: Chloe Lybeck, Ben George,
Megan Sulwer, Zach Brase, Kristiana Tu, Cathy Cooper, Aleah Rees.

CONNECT
WITH US

Download the
“Graceb3” app
to your mobile
device and
enable push
notifications.

Join the Grace
Community
Facebook
Group.
facebook.com/
groups/graceb3

Get the next
Insider issue
sent to your
inbox at
graceb3.org/
insider

