
Social Media Policy

Philosophy and purpose

At Grace Community Church we recognize the usefulness of social media as a tool for communicating
information to a wide audience. At the same time, we are also aware of the addictive nature of social
media, its potential to create divisiveness, expose congregants to content which doesn’t edify or honor
God, and how people and relationships have been harmed by its misuse. For those reasons, Grace
Community Church is committed to only using social media as an outward facing communications tool,
and will intentionally avoid using social media for other purposes.

What do we mean when we say ‘social media’
We’re referring to websites and applications in which a user’s primary purpose is to create and share
content or to participate in social networking.

Guidance for staff and lay leadership

Considerations for staff and lay leader’s personal accounts
Grace encourages every church member to exercise caution and Biblical discernment while using social
media. Furthermore, all lay elders, staff pastors, and other staff are reminded that any activity they
engage in on social media can be viewed as representative of GCC. For this reason, GCC reserves the
right to ask staff and lay elders to delete social media content and/or desist from social media activity
that is not in keeping with sound doctrine and the application of scripture.

Church accounts
Grace Community Church and any individual acting as a representative of the church, will only use
church-hosted social media accounts, pages, and groups the specific goals outlined below:

Points of focus

1. Sharing the good news of the gospel to those outside of the church
The primary goal for Grace’s social media presence will be attracting non-believers in our sphere
of influence to Christ, and providing them with the information they need to engage with the
church.

2. Sharing logistical information that outsiders need to engage with the church
This includes information concerning hours of operation, event dates and times, changes to
regularly scheduled events, other logistical concerns.
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Permissible uses

1. Emergency updates for the body
Church-hosted platforms can be used to give emergency updates to the congregation and
community in the event of a service cancelation, schedule change, etc.

2. Reach extension & redirection to primary channels
Church-hosted platforms can be used to direct the congregation and larger community to other
online content—this extends the reach of that content (more people may hear) and directs
audiences to primary channels (e.g. – YouTube, website, etc).

Non-permissible uses

1. Comments and conversation
Church-hosted platforms will remove (through moderation) discussions of current events, social
issues, and sermon topics. Church staff and congregation are free to engage in these discussions
on personal feeds, but church-hosted platforms are ‘out of bounds’ for these discussions.

2. Access to church-hosted platforms
Since church platforms are focused on outward communication, with an emphasis on connecting
with people who are not regular attenders, they will never be member-restricted, limited access,
or small-group specific.
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