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Friday Aug 13 • 6:30pm 

WHO WILL GO?a night of praise & prayer
THREE BIG IDEAS FOR "WHO WILL GO?":

To Praise God for What He Has Done

We will praise God for all the ways He 
has used us as a community near and 
far, including Backyard Bible Clubs, 
Faith in Action Day, and the mission 
field.

To Pray for the Non-Believers in  
Your Life and for Direction on How 
God Wants to Use You this Fall

Going into the world and making 
disciples of all nations is a repeated 
theme in the Bible. We want to leave 
the worship service with clarity in how 
God is asking each of us to go  
in obedience to our calling, whether it  
be crossing the street, crossing 
cultures, or crossing boundaries with 
the gospel.

To Foster Community as a Church Family

If you are able to stay afterwards, we  
invite you to stay for a bonfire and  
s'mores at 7:30PM. After some prayer 
and praise, it’s good to spend some 
time with one another. Getting to share  
life together only happens with small 
intentional choices. We hope this time 
helps foster our sense of community 
and shared mission.

Worship starts at 6:30PM
Stay afterwards for a 
bonfire & s'mores!



THE URGENT NEED 
FOR PRAYER

By Pastor Jason Blackley

When we open up our email and see a message  with the 
subject line "Urgent Prayer Need," we tend to think that it 
is either a crisis in a person’s or organization’s situation 
or it is a spam email. We typically open it, read it right 
away, and lift up the urgent prayer need. Then, either 
out of curiosity, or the desire to see God work, or some 
combination of the two, we follow up to see how the 
situation turns out. 

When is the last time you prayed for the lost? The world 
we live in? Our president? Your political "opponents"? For 
the salvation of everyone in your neighborhood? Yeah, 
it's been too long for most of us, hasn't it? Why is that? I 
believe it is because we do not see these needs as urgent. 
They seem normal. Mundane. Something that is hard to 
track. Mysterious, even. Certainly not urgent.

!
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However, as Martyn Loyd-Jones writes in his book Revival, 
the needs we see in our world, though often unseen, are 
urgent. From Mark, Chapter 9, he notes how the disciples 
are unable to deliver a young boy from the possession of 
a demon. When the disciples ask Jesus why they were 
unable to drive out the demon, He says, “This kind cannot 
be driven out by anything but prayer,” (Mk. 9:29 - ESV). 
When speaking of our modern culture, Loyd-Jones writes, 
"You must realize that you are confronted by something 
that is too deep for your methods to get rid of, or to deal 
with, and you need something that goes down beneath that 
evil power, and shatter it, and there is only one thing that 
can do that, and that is the power of God." To paraphrase, 
the demon is too deep to confront it with human effort.

There is a power, a darkness, and an evil that permeates 
any space where the Spirit of God is not actively working 
against it. It is happening all over our world, our country, 
state, community, neighborhood, and even our homes. 
There is an evil that enslaves, kills, crushes, and breaks. 
Sometimes it is overt. Often it is subtle. It lurks. Hides. 
Even inhabits things we celebrate and hold in high regard 
in our lives. The only way to see souls delivered from this 
kind of power, bondage, and darkness is the power, truth, 
light, and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the Spirit at 
work through believers.

We have two options. We either pray against this power 
and darkness, or we watch as our world, and perhaps 
even our loved ones, succumb to it. As we prepare our 
hearts and lives for mission, let us be a people of prayer 
who call upon the power of God to save souls. May we be 
a church whom, when the Lord Jesus returns, He finds us 
praying.



and Bear Fruit

One great right of every disciple 
is that the Lord has appointed 
(chosen) you to go and bear fruit! 
What type of gospel fruit may He 
want to grow through you? In this 
season, God asks us as He has 
asked all of His people through the 
ages, "who will go?" A precursor 
for answering this question may 
very well be to consider how God 
might have you go.  

This past month, we have gone 
out and sought to bless our 
community when we put our faith 
into action as a congregation on 
July 18. Faith In Action Sunday has 

many stories yet to be told. This 
is not the finish line, but merely 
the beginning. As a congregation 
we are also wrapping up our 
Jonah series, and on August 8, we 
begin our first annual Missions 
Emphasis Week! What will happen 
that week, and how might God stir 
your heart through this significant 
experience?

The mission of Grace Community 
Church is to Bring In, Build Up, 
and Branch Out! We carry Gospel 
Truth in Gospel Community while 
remaining on Gospel Mission. So 
how do we branch out exactly? 

Go
By Pastor Paul Hansen

Mission Emphasis Week, Aug 8-13



August    Grace Insider

7

We do this in at least three 
ways: we cross the street, we 
cross cultures, and we cross 
boundaries. The specific challenge 
is for us to consider who will cross 
the street with the gospel, who will 
cross cultures with the gospel, and 
who will cross barriers? These are 
questions that need answering, 
and together we hope this week 
causes you to explore these 
questions.

On the morning of August 8 in 
North Liberty, we will host several 
workshops during all three 
services in the East Wing. Our 
workshop offerings are on page 
14, and you can register for the 
workshop by going to graceb3.
org/events. Further questions 
about these workshops can be 
addressed to Jean Keely at jeank@
graceb3.org. 

During the main services, we look 
forward to hearing about God's 
faithfulness on the mission field 
with our Indonesian Field Staff. 
We will also listen to reminders 
from our J-Life African Field 
Staff about the call of every 
believer in reaching their friends 
and neighbors for Christ. We 
will conclude the morning by 

encouraging each of us to visit 
representatives associated with 
various missional opportunities in 
the gym.

We will offer a week's worth of 
missional devotionals delivered 
right to your phone. If you have 
not yet done so, you can text 
"SUMMER" to the number 94253 
in order to be a part! Downtown 
services will also have a missional 
theme should you go to our 5PM 
service at Old Brick.

On August 13, we will conclude 
our Missions Emphasis Week 
with the culminating prayer and 
worship night in North Liberty 
with the event "Who Will Go?". 
We will begin at 6:30. This event 
is for the entire church, and we 
encourage everyone to come out. 
Who will pray? Who will give? 
Who will go? May God give us the 
grace to say — "We will go. Send 
us!" After worship, join us outside 
for a bonfire and s'mores, so 
please bring a roasting stick and a 
blanket. You are welcome to leave 
whenever you need to. We will 
provide the goodies and the fire. 
Hope to see you there!



By Pastor Steve Scheperle

4 Tips on 
Inviting Your 
Friends to 
Church

September is right around the 
corner, and so is the Searching 
for Answers sermon series, a 
series designed to help your non-
Christian friends, neighbors, and 
coworkers get to know Jesus. 
We are asking God to bring 1,000 
people to faith in Jesus at Grace 
over the next five years, and this 
sermon series is the first of many 
concerted efforts to give the 

people in your life a chance to 
know Jesus and to place their faith 
in Him.

But for them to hear the good 
news and to have opportunities 
to explore their questions about 
Jesus with others, they will need 
a personal invite from you. With 
this season right around the 
corner, now is the time to begin 

Will you
 go to c

hurch w
ith me?

    Yes

    No

    Maybe
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thinking about inviting your friends 
to church in September. Here are 
some tips for how to invite your 
friends to church.

First, the best invitation comes 
from a trusted friend. Have you 
been investing in your friend? 
Have you been spending time with 
them? Listening to their story? 
Getting to know them? Serving 
their needs? Investing in your 
friends in these ways helps them 
know that an invitation to come 
to church is not a cheap sales 
pitch but a sincere invitation from 
a trusted friend. If you haven’t 
watched it yet, you can check out 
this very short video series, How 
to Share the Gospel, about how to 
invite your friends to church on our 
YouTube channel..

Second, you can check out the 
sermon series schedule here in 
the Insider. If you know that your 
friend has specific questions about 
Jesus, then you can invite them to 
come on a specific Sunday when 
the sermon will perhaps address 
their question.

Third, be patient with your friends. 
If they don’t accept your invitation, 
just keep loving and serving them. 

You never know what God will do 
in their hearts in the future. If they 
come to church and don’t place 
their faith in Jesus immediately, 
just keep walking alongside them 
as they explore their questions. 
Offer to go to lunch and talk 
through their questions. Consider 
inviting them to a Thrive class 
at church that addresses their 
questions and going with them to 
the class.

Fourth, keep praying for your 
friends…and keep praying for 
the entire church. Keep asking 
God to be at work in the lives of 
the people you are inviting. Keep 
asking God to be at work in you, so 
you know how to love them, serve 
them, and share the good news 
with them.

We are excited to be mobilizing as 
a church to welcome more people! 
Please know that we are praying 
for you too. We are grateful for 
this church family, and as we labor 
alongside you, we are praying for 
God to make you fruitful and give 
you joy as you see Him at work!
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By Pastor Brooks Simpson

I both love and hate the way the book of Jonah ends.  
There is no resolution. It’s like the end of the movie 
Inception. The lead character played by Leonardo 
DiCaprio spins his little top to see if he is dreaming and 
the movie ends before the top starts to wobble (letting 
him know he is awake). I saw the movie in theaters and 
the audience protested in unison, “What? You can’t end a 
movie that way!”  

Jonah reluctantly follows through with preaching to 
Nineveh. They repent. God spares them. Jonah pouts 
and God teaches him a lesson about compassion.  

Jonah 4:10–11 (ESV) 10 And the Lord said, “You pity 
the plant, for which you did not labor, nor did you make 
it grow, which came into being in a night and perished in 
a night. 11 And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, 
in which there are more than 120,000 persons who do 
not know their right hand from their left, and also much 
cattle?” 

Did Jonah get the lesson? Did Jonah stomp off and pout 
some more or did he repent?  We aren’t told. We are left 
wondering. We don’t know what Jonah did with God’s 

Fall Sermon Series Forecast
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message. We are left wondering if Jonah’s heart was 
softened or if he continued to be an angry, bitter jerk. But 
that’s the beauty of this ending. There is no resolution so 
we are left asking, “What’s next?”

We are left wondering what was next for Jonah, but we 
are not in doubt about what is next for us. In September, 
we will hit the ground headed for Nineveh to take the 
gospel to a culture that does not know its right hand 
from its left. Until then we are going back to basics in 
August, so our hearts are prepared in a way that Jonah’s 
was not when he bought his original ticket to Tarshish. 
Our goal will be to look to God’s word to be empowered 
in three areas.

8/15   Our Source of Power – Gospel Truth. 
The good news about Jesus' death, burial, and 
resurrection is our salvation AND our sanctification. A 
failure to understand we need the gospel for maturation 
will stunt your maturity in Christ. We became Christ 
followers by believing the gospel and we grow by 
continuing to believe the gospel.  

8/22   Our Support – Gospel Community.   
Believing the gospel places us into God’s family. Jonah 
went to Nineveh alone.  God never intended you to follow 
him alone. The church is God’s family and we are called 
to minister to one another and the culture God wants us 
to reach.  

8/29   Our Purpose – Gospel Mission.  
We were saved by God’s grace to share that grace with 
others. God has strategically placed Grace Community 
Church in the heart of a culture that does not know 
Jesus.  We are surrounded, and God has given us a 
tremendous opportunity to be salt and light to our 
community.  

God asks Jonah, “Should I not have compassion on 
all these people?” Join us this August as we seek to 
be equipped to be the ones God uses to declare and 
demonstrate that compassion. 
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Date Title Jesus Encounters Scripture

9/12 Where Do I Find the Truth? A Skeptic John 1:34-51

9/19 What Makes a Person Good? The Religious People John 3

9/26 Where Do I Find Worth? An Outcast John 4

10/3 What is Evil? Demoniac Luke 8

10/10 How Do I Face Suffering? The Sick Luke 8:40-56

10/17 How Do I Face Death? The Grieving John 11

10/24 Where Do I Find Power? A Politician John 18-19

10/31 Where is Hope Found? The Hopeless John 20:1-18

11/ 7 Where Do I Belong? His Family Matthew 12

11/14 What is My Purpose? His Disciples Matthew 28

Searching 
    for Answers

Encountering Jesus

Fall Sermon Series Schedule
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G E T  E Q U I P P E D  T H I S  FA L L

We are excited to announce that THRIVE is returning for 
the fall of 2021 and winter of 2022 and it is returning 
with a full slate of equipping classes. For those of 
you who are new to Grace, THRIVE is what we call our 
equipping classes for adults. We offer classes for 10 
weeks in the fall (this year it begins September 19th and 
finishes Nov 21st) and also for 10 weeks in the winter 
(begins Jan 9th and ends Mar 13th.) All of our classes 
will be on site at Grace this year. These classes are 
designed with two purposes in mind:

First, to encourage and equip you with tools to grow 
spiritually and to use daily in blessing others around 
you. Second, to be a place where you can experience 
community with other people who are taking the same 
class you are. 

Our THRIVE classes are different than community 
groups. A community group is where you find regular 
consistent biblical community. Community group is 
a place to be known and know others, to be cared for 
and care for others and together you serve to bless the 
community around you. Thrive classes are designed to 
give you a taste for this kind of community and then, 

By Pastor Dave Kirk
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after a THRIVE class, we highly encourage you to try 
out a community group if you aren’t already in one. We 
also encourage community groups to take a THRIVE 
class together as a way to gain tools together that will 
strengthen the group in their faith. Think of THRIVE as a 
tool shed and you come to get 
the tools you need to grow. 

We have equipping classes for 
everyone no matter where you 
are in your walk with Christ. For 
those that dont know Christ we 
offer the Discovery Experience 
which is designed to help you come face to face with 
the reality of who Christ is and what He has done for us. 
We have a class for new believers, classes on parenting, 
finances, leadership in the workplace, church history, 
defending your faith, premarital counseling and of course 
leadership development courses like Soul Care and 
Instruments in the Redeemers Hands which help equip 
you to be an ambassador of Christ in someone’s life who 
needs the help and hope of the gospel. In every class you 
will learn scripture and how to practically apply scripture 
to the situation you find yourself in.  I really believe that 
THRIVE classes can help you grow in confidence and 
skill in living out the Great Commandment and Great 
Commission.

“So how do I sign up for a class?”  I am really glad you 
asked. Signing up is really easy. First of all, visit our 
registration page on our website at www.graceb3.org/
thrive and look over the classes. Pray about which class 
you should take and who should take it with you and 
then sign up on the registration page. If you have any 
further questions please email me at davek@graceb3.org 

T h i n k  o f  T H R I V E 
a s  a  t o o l  s h e d 
a n d  y o u  c o m e  t o 
g e t  t h e  t o o l s  y o u 
n e e d  t o  g r o w . 
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In a little less than 72 hours, we 
had the extraordinary opportunity 
to have all three of our field staff in 
town! A few things to share from 
those visits:

The Ludviceks are grateful to not 
only visit us recently with the other 
field staff but to be on furlough 
with us through December! That 
means we can keep them for a 
while! Yahoo! During this time, they 
have ministry training and aviation 
certification and are furthering 

their financial and prayer support. 
Amid these efforts, we are also 
working with them to make sure 
they get adequate rest, receive 
encouragement, and are equipped 
to remain fruitful on the field. 
Would you take a moment and 
pray that these six months would 
be blessed so that these priorities 
may be accomplished?

The McIntyres have concluded 
a sabbatical. They shared how 
faithful God had been in  
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By Pastor Paul and Amy Hansen

Until the Whole World Hears



re-orientating them for their next 
season on the field in the Middle 
East. For those of you that were 
able to join us, you undoubtedly 
enjoyed hearing them share 
during our Field Staff Prayer Time 
in North Liberty on June 21. One 
prayer request from them is that 
we would ask God to open the 
eyes and the hearts of Emad and 
Areej to the gospel. Would you 
take a moment and pray for that 
right now?

The Sheldons spent some time 
with our Senior Leadership 
Team at Grace in prayer and 

reporting as they are presently 
on a sabbatical. It is always 
amazing the synergetic 
relationship that the Spirit brings 
to our relationships. We were 
encouraged by their faith, and 
they were encouraged by ours! 
(Romans 1:11) Please pray for 
clarity upon their return. They 
may need to adjust some things 
when they return to the field, and 
they also need God to bring the 
appropriately gifted people to 
complete their team. Would you 
take a moment and pray for that 
right now?

Below: The Ludvicek boys saying goodbye  
to their friends before heading back to the States.



Download the 
“Graceb3” app to 

your mobile device 
and enable push 

notifications.

CONNECT 
WITH US

Find upcoming 
events on our 

website at 
graceb3.org/events

Get the next Insider 
issue sent to your 

inbox at 
graceb3.org/insider

WHICH CLASS 
ARE YOU TAKING 
THIS FALL?
See description & register 
at  graceb3.org/thrive


