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THE DANGER OF 
COMPLACENCY

By Elder Rick Wyss

Sharing the gospel is hard. As 
we reflect on our current sermon 
series, there are many barriers that 
prevent Christians from effectively 
sharing the Gospel. One barrier of 
which Scripture repeatedly warns 
us is the danger of complacency. 
Complacency prevents us from 
involving ourselves in activities 
that give us the opportunity to 
love others and demonstrate 
Christ-like behavior. Ezekiel 16:49 
identifies the guilt of Sodom as 
having “pride, excess of food, 
and prosperous ease, but did not 
aid the poor and needy.” Today 
in the United States, we have the 
potential to prosper more than any 
other country in the world, both 
materialistically and spiritually. 

Does the prosperity that we enjoy 
lead to complacency, or can we 
truly love one another in a manner 
consistent with 1 Corinthians 13:4-
8? Here are a few ways in which 
we can identify complacency in 
our own lives:

1. We look at non-believers with an 
uncaring attitude or even disdain, 
rather than experiencing true pain 
knowing their impending judgment 
which results in separation from 
God that is eternal (Matthew 
25:41), physical (Matthew 10:28) 
and horrifying (Mark 9:43) for 
those who have sinned (Romans 
3:23) but have not believed in 
Jesus Christ (John 3:16-18).  

2. We restrict our friendships 
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to only believers, limiting the 
opportunity to grow in Christ. 
In Paul’s letter to Philemon, he 
encourages sharing the Gospel; 
“I pray that you may be active in 
sharing your faith, so that you will 
have a full understanding of every 
good thing we have in Christ.” 
(Philemon 1:6).  

3. We fail to humbly count others 
as more significant than ourselves, 
while not only looking after 
our own interests, but also the 
interests of others as described in 
Philippians 2:3-4.  

4. We limit our actions, like Faith 
in Action activities and Bible 
studies, to events which primarily 
occupy our time on Sundays. As a 
result, we do not incorporate them 
into our daily lives, not heeding 
the instruction in James 1:22 to 
become doers of the word.  

The remedy starts with prayer:

• Pray as an individual for God to 
search your heart, for the Holy 
Spirit to reveal any complacency 
that you may be holding, and that 
God may grant you repentance. 
And that we would be motivated 
by a love for Christ and not for 
individual gain or recognition. 

• Pray that the Holy Spirit will 
lead you to clearly see the 
opportunities that God has placed 
before you and for the wisdom to 

respond in a Christ-like manner. In 
John 6:63, it is the Spirit who gives 
life; the flesh profits nothing.  

• Pray as a community group 
and church for our attendees, 
members, staff, and leaders to 
hold each other accountable when 
failing to recognize the physical 
and spiritual needs around us. 

• Pray for our community, that God 
may give them eyes to see the 
love of Christ through our actions, 
words, and deeds. 



Beginning with 
the Question
If you have been following Christ 
for any length of time, you know 
you are called to make other 
disciples (Matthew 28:19-20).  
Disciple making starts with 
introducing people to Jesus.  
The problem is that we know we 
should share our faith but we don't 
know where to start. Begin with 
prayer. Pray for God to give you 
courage and boldness to share.  
Pray that God would show you 
opportunities to share. Fine, but 

after prayer, then what? You could 
go one of two routes.

Route 1 - Start with the Answer: 
Jesus.

You could just tell people, “Hey, 
you know what? You are a sinner 
(Romans 3:23). The wages of sin 
is death (Romans 6:23). You are 
lost without Jesus (John 3:17-
18). You need to believe in Jesus 
for the forgiveness of your sins 
(John 3:16)." Of course all of that 

By Pastor Brooks Simpson
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is true, but when you begin with 
the answer to a question no one 
is asking, you get blank stares, 
indifference, or irritation.  

Route 2 - Start with their 
Questions: Begin by Listening.

As you pray, ask God to show you 
what the people around you are 
searching for. They are looking 
for something. Everyone is. Your 
friends, family, coworkers, and 
neighbors may not be looking for 
forgiveness for sin, but they are 
looking for something that only 
Jesus can provide.

In former times most Americans 
had a general sense that God 
existed, sin was a problem, 
and someday they would stand 
before God and give an account. 
Evangelism involved helping 
people understand that God loved 
THEM, THEY were sinners, and 
Jesus died and rose for THEM. The 
role of the evangelist was to help 
the person see that Jesus was the 
Savior they were looking for. Today 
most people are not convinced 
sin is real, Jesus is God, or that 
there is a judgment they need to 
avoid, so starting with Jesus may 
not be helpful. But rest assured 
EVERYONE is asking questions 
that Jesus is the answer to.

Beginning September 12 we 
begin a series called Searching 
for Answers: Encountering Jesus.  

Each week we will see someone 
encounter Jesus with one of life’s 
BIG questions. Not everyone is 
asking, “How do I get to heaven?”  
But everyone is asking the 
questions we will explore in this 
series: 

• Where is the truth found?   
• What does it mean to be good?   
• Where is my worth derived?   
• What is evil?   
• Why is there suffering?   
• How will I face death?   
• Where do I find power?   
• Where is hope found?   
• Where do I belong?   
• What is my purpose?  

During the month of September, 
we will cover the first three 
questions.

Sept. 12 • Where is truth found?

Jesus encounters a skeptic. This 
person doubts anything good and 
true could come from the claims 
he is hearing. Who do you know 
that wonders if there is any good 
that can be found in Christianity? 
They are not hard to find. They 
could be people unfamiliar with 
Christianity or those who have 
been burned by people in the 
church. Either way, they have 
serious reservations about the 
prospect of truth coming from 
the Bible. Pray for them. Listen to 
them. Invite them to come with 
you.
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Sept. 19 • What does it mean to be 
good?  

Jesus encounters the culturally 
righteous. In this case, it's a 
religious person who thinks they 
are good. Our culture is filled 
with self-righteous do-gooders. 
Some of them are religious and 
some of them are secular, but 
all of them operate under an 
assumption, “I know what it means 
to be good and I am good.” Jesus' 
encounter undoes this person's 
presuppositions and points them 
to an answer of a question they 
don't know they have. Who do you 
know that assumes they are good, 
or maybe has determined they will 
never be good enough? Pray for 
them. Listen to them. Invite them 
to come with you.

Sept. 26 • Where is my worth 
derived?  

Jesus encounters an outcast. 
In this case, Jesus encounters 
a person trying to fill the void 
in her life with something that 
won’t satisfy. Everyone wants 
to be loved. Everyone wants to 
have their deepest needs met. 
Everybody wonders what must I 
do, be, or become in order to feel 
like I am valued. People look to 
success, beauty, the approval of 
others, the acquisition of power, or 
a million other things to prove to 
themselves and others that they 
have worth. Who do you know 
that is looking for their worth in 
something that cannot deliver? 
Pray for them. Listen to them. 
Invite them to come with you.

Most people are not looking 
for Jesus. But they are asking 
questions only Jesus can 
satisfactorily answer. As disciples 
our role is to pray for them, listen 
to them, and invite them to meet 
Jesus.  



By Business Director Caleb Stamp

Focused 
giving update
Thank you for your generous gifts 
toward this year's Focused Giving 
projects!  One of the goals of 
Focused Giving is to spur on godly 
financial stewardship in the church 
by highlighting specific ministry 
opportunities that wouldn’t 
happen without your direct 
financial support. That begs the 
question, “What is godly financial 
stewardship?”

When we talk about stewardship 

in this context, what we mean 
is the active and responsible 
management of God’s resources 
for God’s purposes*.  A steward 
doesn’t just write a check or 
click the give icon on the church 
website, but is responsible for 
the actual outcomes obtained 
through the use of those funds.  
With that in mind, we’d like to take 
this opportunity to update you on 
Focused Giving, and let you know 
where you can learn more.
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I know that reports and numbers 
can make many people’s eyes 
glaze over but, remember, these 
numbers represent:

• Opportunities for students in the 
church to study the Bible

• Three additional, previously 
unplanned, Backyard Bible Clubs 
where neighborhood kids got to 
hear their neighbors teach the 
gospel

• Bibles in the hands of children 
who don’t have and can’t afford 
them

• Backpacks, school supplies, and 

hygiene products for children and 
teens in foster care

And that’s just scratching the 
surface of what’s being done 
through this year’s focused giving 
projects. There are more stories 
and answered prayers behind 
these dollar amounts.  To read 
the latest updates on how we’re 
using Focused Giving funds, head 
over to graceb3.org/focus. As you 
read through the updates, we ask 
that you consider how you can 
continue to be a steward through 
prayer and service in these project 
areas. 

Focused Giving Projects Goal
Amount 
Funded

Percent 
Funded

Communications & Connections
Extending Grace - Feminine Products 450                   485                   108%
Extending Grace - Backpacks & School Supplies 3,500              1,902              54%
Creative Arts - Photography Equipment 4,800              156                   3%
Live Nativity 1,000              -                    0%

Spiritual Formation
Women's Ministry - Jr/Sr High Bible Studies 750                   750                   100%
Meals Ministry Events 1,800              200                   11%
International Worship Event 500                   500                   100%

Next Gen
Backyard Bible Club 1,000              1,305              131%
Children's Ministry Bibles 189                   191                   101%
5th Quarter 500                   650                   130%

Global Outreach
International Student Getaway 2,000              2,000              100%
Network Gifts 1,500              -                    0%

Operations
Facilities - Landscaping 400                   425                   106%

Downtown
Fall Meal Giveaways 3,000              120                   4%

Grace Community Church
Focused Giving Update

As of July 30, 2021

*God and Money by John Cortines and Gregory Baumer (Available on the Resource Center 
Shelf)



Grace Insider    September

12

By Pastor Brooks Simpson

What would your life be like if by 2025 you and the 
people you love most were all maturing in Christ as 
fully devoted disciples? How would your relationships 
be characterized, your vocation, your recreation, your 
sense of purpose in life? Maturation in Christ is not a life 
without pain and problems, but it is a life characterized 
by the fruit of the Spirit. It is a life that God can to use 
for His glory and His purpose. That’s exactly what Jesus 
was aiming for when He directed His disciples to be and 
make disciples. He wants us to grow, mature in Christ, 
and help others do the same.  

What would it look like if by 2025 
you and every single person that 
considered Grace their church 
was fully engaged as a disciple? 
A disciple derives their worth and 
purpose from Jesus. A disciple is 
fully forgiven and forgives others. A 
disciple is loved by Jesus and loves 
others. A disciple makes it their 
mission to ensure others have an opportunity to receive 
the same grace that saved them.  

During 2020, in the midst of COVID, while we were unable 
to meet and were in the midst of the reorganization 
process, the leadership asked you to pray that God 
would give us a vision for where we needed to head as 
a church. We began to ask God what it would be like if 
everyone became a fully engaged and devoted disciple.  

"Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded 
you. And behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age." 
Matthew 28:19-20
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As we all prayed, the leadership felt the Lord wanted us 
to pray to the end that 1000 people would come to know 
Jesus as their Savior and follow Him as fully devoted 
disciples by the year 2025. Since we began sharing 
this goal, the announcement has been met with mixed 
reviews. Here are some reactions I have heard.

• I love that the church is focusing on seeing people come 
to know Jesus! 
• I am concerned that the church will feel like a failure if 
we don’t meet our goal. 
• Is that all you are trusting God for? Where is your faith? 
• I don’t think it is healthy to focus on numbers.  

I can appreciate each reaction. My favorite reaction was 
the lady who asked me if 1000 souls were all we were 
trusting God for? After hearing her rebuke, I laughed out 
loud and said, “You are probably right. God is capable of 
much more.” We do want to see 1000 people come to 

know and follow Jesus, 
but that is not under 
our control. It’s God’s 
job to bring people into 
the kingdom. It’s our job 
to be faithful and fully 
devoted disciples.

Corporate vision rises 
or falls on individual 

buy in and engagement. Are you in? Do you desire to 
mature in Christ? Do you desire the fruit of the Spirit? 
Do you desire to see your loved ones, friends, and 
acquaintances come to know Jesus? Do you desire 
Jesus' name to reign supreme in your home, community, 
this nation, and among the nations? If so, ENGAGE in 
three ways.

Engage Gospel Truth – The gospel is the good news 
that Jesus lived the life we could not and died the death 
we dare not. Through Jesus, the Father sees you as 
His dearly loved child. In Christ, your identity is now 

"Him we proclaim, warning everyone 
and teaching everyone with all 
wisdom, that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ. For this 
I toil, struggling with all his energy 
that he powerfully works within me. " 
Colossians 1:28-29
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as “His Beloved.” Stop striving to prove to God what a 
great person you are and strive instead to realize just 
how great a savior Jesus is. The gospel is the power of 
God (Romans 1:16-17) and through it we are adopted, 
forgiven, made new, and liberated from the penalty and 
power of sin in our lives. Jesus invites us to come to 
Him (Matthew 11:28) to find rest for our souls. Come  
to Him on the basis of His merit and receive new life.  

Engage Gospel Community – Jesus died and rose again 
to redeem the church, God’s redeemed people.  We were 
not designed to follow Jesus in isolation. We need a 
community of imperfect people like us to remind one 
another who we are in Christ and why we still need 
the gospel. God saved you to make you a blessing to 
others and use others to bless you. Are you engaged in 
community?  

Engage the Community with the Gospel – Never mind 
1000 people by 2025. Who does God want you to share 
the gospel with? Who is the one person God would have 
you start praying for? Who is the person God would 
have you listen to so you can discern their needs and 
wants? Who is the one person God would have you invite 
to coffee or lunch? Who is the one person God would 
have you serve? Who is the one person God is leading 
you to share your gospel story with so they may come 
to know the Christ? Don’t know where to start? Let me 
recommend picking up a copy of BLESS by Dave and  
Jon Ferguson.

The vision to see every person at Grace Community 
Church actively engaged as a fully devoted disciple 
of Jesus is a picture of God’s preferred future for this 
church. Will you as an individual actively engage?  
God will do great things through a remnant of faithful 
disciples. Believe and become who Jesus saved you to 
become.

Decided to follow 
Christ recently? Let 
us know by going to  
graceb3.org/believe

Serving is the 
quickest way to get 
connected.  
Get started at  
graceb3.org/serving

Interested in joining 
a community group?  
Let us know at  
graceb3.org/group



UPCOMING 
EVENTS

CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 
FALL MOVE-UP

9/12

Children in kindergarten 
through 6th grade will 
move up to the next class.

MOPS STARTS 
9/14

Come to MOPS for a 
Christ-centered, caring 
environment where 
friendships, creativity, and 
personal relationships with 
other moms and Jesus 
Christ can develop.
Learn more at graceb3.
org/mops

MEN'S BIBLE STUDY 
FELLOWSHIP

9/13

Study the Bible with 
other men in the area. 
For more info, contact 
bsfmenic@gmail.com

WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY
Join other women of 
Grace in studying Exodus.
Register now at 
graceb3.org/events

SEASONED SISTERS 
GATHERING

9/18

Seasoned Sisters is back 
for a time of fellowship 

and studying of the word. 
Register now at 

graceb3.org/events

THRIVE CLASSES BEGIN
9/19

View classes, course 
description, and sign up at 
graceb3.org/thrive

PARTY AT THE POND
9/25

Join the Children's 
Ministry in Crawfordsville 

for an afternoon of fun, 
food, and fellowship! 

Find out more at 
graceb3.org/events

FINANCIAL 
STEWARDSHIP CLASS

10/2

What does the Bible say 
about financial planning, 
protecting, investing, and 
giving? Take this class 
to find out! More info at 
graceb3.org/thrive



Last month we hope you were 
blessed by Warren and Lynette 
Jee, born and raised in South 
Africa, who helped lead us in 
our Missions Emphasis Week. 
Our Field Staff, the Abrahamses, 
wanted to especially thank you 
who have been praying for the 
situation in South Africa. If you 
follow international events, you 
know this past summer brought 
some hard things into the country 
of South Africa, including unrest, 
violence, and looting.

The Abrahamses share, "while 
our ex-president Zuma and his 
administration seemed to be the 
flame, unemployment, poverty, 
and COVID seem to have been the 
firewood for these terrible events. 
We are very blessed to have not 
been affected directly where we 
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 Until the 
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live, and our other J-Life families 
in other parts of the country are 
all okay. However, many people 
in our country have lost jobs and 
many are battling to buy food and 
other essential items due to the 
violence and looting. People have 
been praying, and communities 
have been standing together 
against the violence and anarchy, 
which we are grateful for. Would 
you please continue to pray 
for calm and provision in these 
desperate times?" 

Of course, J-life is a ministry 
across the continent, and we 
want to share a few particularly 
encouraging things from several 
other countries. John and Lorna 
explain, "We are so excited for 
how the Lord is continuing to 
advance Vision 2030 and His 
Kingdom. As we start to measure 
transformation, we can see 
how God is continuing to grow 
African leaders with a passion 
for disciple-making that leads 
to churches and communities 
transformed by Jesus' life." 

Growing African leaders in 
Zambia Several short-term teams 
from Grace have been to Zambia 
in the past

They recently shared how a 
particular church leader was 
living a hypocritical lifestyle, 
but was seriously challenged 
during the Disciplemaking group 
training and was able to confide 
in the facilitator for help. After a 
series of one-on-one sessions, 
that leader has been transformed 
and now lives a life that exalts 
the Father. He has since taken 
it upon himself to help other 
leaders whose lifestyles are not 
pleasing to Christ. He has come 
to appreciate the significance 
of living a life that is Holy Spirit 
empowered as it helps in living a 
good life before God. Praise God!

Growing African leaders in 
Burundi
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Jean Bosco Mutebutsi, J-Life 
Country Leader in Burundi, 
reports that "the Lord has been 
so faithful over the last six 
months. We took 18 churches 
through Strategy training, which 
led to now having six pastors 
that are training leaders in their 
churches. We have three other 
churches starting this same 
training in two weeks and others 
interested in starting soon. We 
are getting excellent reports 
from church leaders that they are 
grateful to have a model to use in 
disciple-making. They understand 
clearly what they need to do when 
it comes to fulfilling the Great 
Commission. One pastor who is 
planting a church in Gatunguru, in 
the Western side of Bujumbura, 
shared that as a result of learning 
about strategy, he has started 
to disciple new believers to help 
them grow to mature believers 
ready to bring others to Christ."

Growing African leaders in 
Uganda

In Uganda, James Katende, 
the J-Life Country Leader, 
says that "our first-ever J-life 
national summit took place 
in April; we had 48 of our 
choice leaders come together 
from seven different regions 
(Entebbe, Kampala, Kalagi, 

Mukono, Masaka, Lira, Dokolo, 
Hoima, Luwero). We prayerfully 
committed ourselves to grow 
200 Ugandan leaders who 
will be planted like trees in 15 
gateway cities, multiplying and 
transforming society."
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Download the “Graceb3” app to your mobile 
device and enable push notifications.

CONNECT WITH US

Find upcoming events on our website at 
graceb3.org/events

Get the next Insider issue sent to your 
inbox at graceb3.org/insider


