
Who Is Baptism For? 
A Grace Community Church Position Paper 
The following article is adapted from an article by John Piper © Desiring God. 

At Grace Community, our practice is to baptize by immersion those who have placed 
their faith in Jesus for their salvation from personal sin.  Although we have no formally 
designated “minimum age”, this most often means young adults and older.  This paper 
discusses who baptism is for and explains why we do not practice infant baptism.  We 
offer the Immerse Baptism Class throughout the year for those wishing to learn more 
and be baptized. 

For parents wanting to publicly dedicate themselves to raising their infant children (and 
any children really) in a Christ-centered manner, we recommend our First Steps Baby 
Dedication Class and the subsequent Baby Dedication ceremony, also held regularly 
throughout the year. 

Who is Baptism For? 

1. In every New Testament command and instance of baptism, repentance and faith
precede baptism.
One example is Acts 2:37-38, 41 -

37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and 
the rest of the apostles, "Brethren, what shall we do?" 38 And Peter said to them, 
"Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. . ." 41 So then, 
those who had received his word were baptized; and there were added that day 
about three thousand souls. 

2. There are no instances of infant baptism in the Bible.

What about household baptisms (Acts 16:15, 33; 1 Corinthians 1:16)? 

It is an argument from silence that infants were included in these three occasions.  This 
means the text doesn’t say children weren’t baptized, so therefore they must have 
been.  Moreover, in Acts 16:30-33 Luke points that the Word of God was spoken to all 
those who were baptized, thus suggesting that not infants, but those who could 
hear the Word, were baptized. 
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Acts 16:30-33 
30 [The jailer said], "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 31 And they said, "Believe in 
the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household." 32 And they spoke 
the word of the Lord to him together with all who were in his house. 33 And he took 
them that very hour of the night and washed their wounds, and immediately he was 
baptized, he and all his household. 34 And he brought them into his house and set 
food before them, and rejoiced greatly, having believed in God with his whole 
household. 

3. Baptism is described by Paul as an expression of faith.

Colossians 2:11-12
11 and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, 
in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 12 having been 
buried with Him in baptism, in which [i.e., baptism] you were also raised up with Him 
through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 

Thus baptism is an expression of faith, and the raising with Christ that happens in 
baptism happens by virtue of baptism's being an expression of faith - which infants 
cannot perform. 

4. Baptism is described by Peter as an appeal to God by the person being baptized.

1 Peter 3:18-21
18 For Christ also died for sins once for all, the just for the unjust, in order that He 
might bring us to God, having been put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the 
spirit; 19 in which also He went and made proclamation to the spirits now in prison, 
20 who once were disobedient, when the patience of God kept waiting in the days 
of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, 
were brought safely through the water. 21 And corresponding to that, baptism now 
saves you - not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good 
conscience - through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

Baptism saves in the sense that it is the outward expression of an inward appeal to God, 
not as a mere water ritual.  It saves the way the confession of the lips saves in Romans 
10:9 - insofar as the confession of the lips is an expression of the faith of the heart. 

But what about the sign of the covenant made with the children of Israelites in the Old 
Covenant? 

Genesis 17:7-13 
7 "And I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants 
after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to 
you and to your descendants after you. 8 And I will give to you and to your 
descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an 
everlasting possession; and I will be their God." 9 God said further to Abraham, "Now 
as for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you 
throughout their generations. 10 This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between 
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Me and you and your descendants after you: every male among you shall be 
circumcised." 

Heidelberg Catechism: 

[Infants of Christian parents] belong to the covenant and people of God . . . they 
also are to be baptized as a sign of the covenant, to be ingrafted into the Christian 
church and distinguished from the children of unbelievers, as was done in the Old 
Testament by circumcision, in place of which in the New Testament baptism is 
appointed. 

Westminster Directory for the Public Worship of God: 

The seed and posterity of the faithful born within the church have by their birth an 
interest in the covenant and right to the seal of it and to the outward privileges of 
the church under the gospel, no less than the children of Abraham in the time of the 
Old Testament . . . 

Why is baptism not administered to the children of Christian parents in the New 
Covenant as circumcision was administered to the children of Jewish parents in the 
former covenant? 

5. Because the New Covenant members are not defined by physical descent, as the
old covenant members were, but by God's writing his law on their heart and calling
them to himself and bringing them to repentance and faith.
In accord with this narrowing of the covenant people to those who are truly born of
God, the new sign of the covenant is meant to signify that a person is indeed part of
that new born covenant community, which is evident by faith.

In the same way that a change in the sign came in to allow both men and women to 
participate in the sign (baptism instead of circumcision), thus making it clearer than 
before that women and men are equal heirs of salvation (1 Peter 3:7), so also a change 
in the recipients of the sign came in to make it clearer that under the New Covenant 
the people of God are not determined at all by physical descent, but by spiritual 
transformation, evidenced in faith. 

5.1 John the Baptist called for baptism for those already having the sign of the 
covenant, showing that a new meaning was being given to the sign - no longer 
pointing to physical descent from Abraham, but rather spiritual descent through faith 
and repentance. 

Matthew 3:7-9 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, "You brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 
8 Therefore bring forth fruit in keeping with repentance; 9 and do not suppose that 
you can say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham for our father'; for I say to you, that 
God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham." 
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5.2 Jesus affirmed John's ministry and defined the children of God not as those born of 
certain parents but those born of God through faith. 

John 1:12 
12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of 
God, even to those who believe in His name, 13 who were born not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

5.3 Paul clarified that the children of Abraham to whom the promise was made were 
not those born according to the flesh, but those born according to promise.  Children of 
promise and children of the flesh are not the same. 

Romans 9:6-8 
6 But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For they are not all Israel who 
are descended from Israel; 7 neither are they all children because they are 
Abraham's descendants, but: "through Isaac your descendants will be named." 8 
That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of 
the promise are regarded as descendants. 

Galatians 3:6-7 
6 Even so Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness. 7 
Therefore, be sure that it is those who are of faith who are sons of Abraham. 

5.4. The children to whom the promise is made are the children who are "called," and 
the call of God is free and bound to no physical family. 

Acts 2:39 
For the promise is for you and your children, and for all who are afar off, as many as 
the Lord our God shall call to Himself. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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